South Coast

Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-200@ www.agmd.gov

December 14, 2007

Mr. Gary Iverson, Senior Environmental Planner
Division of Environmental Planning, MS 16A
Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

100 South Mail Street, Suite 100

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3712

Dear Mr. Iverson:

I nitiation of Environmental Studies Phase
for 1-10/1-605 | nter change | mpr ovement Proj ect

The South Coast Air Quality Management District f&IBD) appreciates the opportunity to comment onaheve-
mentioned document. The SCAQMD objects to fadttie Lead Agencies have determined that the grgjeaifies
for a negative declaration /finding of no signifitéampact (ND/FONSI) prior to releasing any infotima on potential
impacts from the project. SCAQMD staff feels ttias is especially a problem given the fact that gavironmental
documents prepared by the Lead Agencies oftentgtiadily dismisses construction impacts from tipedjects, even
though these construction projects use large hoveep, old, high emitting construction equipmeRtrther, the Lead
Agencies also tend to dismiss potential impactsltiag from exposure to air toxics from buildingadways closer to
residential properties. SCAQMD requests that tbad_Agencies quantify air quality impacts for thial all future
projects before making conclusions that may namaltely be supported by the results.

The SCAQMD, therefore, requests that the Lead Aigsrrovide a copy of the environmental analysi@nugs
completion. In addition, please send with the analysis all appendices or technical documentsrelated to the air
guality analysis and electronic versions of all air quality modeling and health risk assessment files. Without all
filesand supporting air quality documentation, the SCAQMD will be unable to completeitsreview of the air
guality analysisin atimely manner. Any delaysin providing all supporting air quality documentation will
require additional timefor review beyond the end of the comment period. The following paragraphs provide
recommendations for quantifying the air quality lggia of the proposed project.

Air Quality Analysis

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental @@yaAct (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to dssk
other public agencies with the preparation of agliy analyses. The SCAQMD recommends that trellA&gencies
use this Handbook as guidance when preparingritpuality analysis. Copies of the Handbook arelalke from the
SCAQMD’s Subscription Services Department by cgllif09) 396-3720. Alternatively, the Lead Agenaiesy wish
to consider using the California Air Resources BIQ&ARB) approved URBEMIS 2007 Model. This modgl i
available on the SCAQMD Website atww.urbemis.com

The Lead Agencies should identify any potentialeadg air quality impacts that could occur frompalases of the
project and all air pollutant sources related ®phoject. Air quality impacts from both constiaat(including
demolition, if any) and operations should be catad. Construction-related air quality impactddsfly include, but
are not limited to, emissions from the use of hedwty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloagdipaving,
architectural coatings, off-road mobile sourceg.(deavy-duty construction equipment) and on-roabile sources
(e.g., construction worker vehicle trips, matetiahsport trips). Operation-related air qualitypamts may include,
but are not limited to, emissions from stationaryrses (e.g., boilers), area sources (e.g., saand coatings), and
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vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road tailpipeigsions and entrained dust). Air quality impactsif indirect sources,
that is, sources that generate or attract vehicrife should be included in the analysis.

The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for calmga®M?2.5 emissions from construction and operation
activities and processes. In connection with dgpiab PM2.5 calculation methodologies, the SCAQMI3 hlso
developed both regional and localized significatficesholds. The SCAQMD requests that the Lead gigen
guantify PM2.5 emissions and compare the resultisedecommended PM2.5 significance thresholdsddpge for
calculating PM2.5 emissions and PM2.5 significaicesholds can be found at the following interroetrass:
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/PM2_5/PM2_5.html.

In addition to analyzing regional air quality impsithe SCAQMD recommends calculating localizedjaality
impacts and comparing the results to localizedistgmce thresholds (LSTs). LST’s can be usedduition to the
recommended regional significance thresholds &sensl indication of air quality impacts when prépgua CEQA
document. Therefore, when preparing the air quatlitalysis for the proposed project, it is recomtdeehthat the
Lead Agencies perform a localized significance ysialby either using the LSTs developed by the SHIEr
performing dispersion modeling as necessary. @aielfor performing a localized air quality analysi be found at
http://www.agmd.gov/ceqga/handbook/LST/LST.html

It is recommended that Lead Agencies for projeetsegating or attracting vehicular trips, especibavy-duty
diesel-fueled vehicles, or projects were mobilersesiwill be traveling closer to sensitive recept@erform a mobile
source health risk assessment. Guidance for parigra mobile source health risk assessment (“H&ikk
Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risk fkbobile Source Diesel Idling Emissions for CEQA Aluality
Analysis”) can be found on the SCAQMD’s CEQA welggs at the following internet address:
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/mobile_toxic/n@kiioxic.html An analysis of all toxic air contaminant
impacts due to the decommissioning or use of egeiiprotentially generating such air pollutants $thalso be
included.

Mitigation M easur es

In the event that the project generates signifiaanerse air quality impacts, CEQA requires thiafiealsible
mitigation measures that go beyond what is requiselw be utilized during project construction anmkration to
minimize or eliminate significant adverse air gtyalimpacts. To assist the Lead Agencies with iifigng possible
mitigation measures for the project, please refeChapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handkdor
sample air quality mitigation measures. Additiomgigation measures can be found on the SCAQMIEQE web
pages at the following internet addresgiw.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/mitigation/MM_intro.htédditionally,
SCAQMD’s Rule 403 — Fugitive Dust, and the Implema¢ion Handbook contain numerous measures for altinty
construction-related emissions that should be densd for use as CEQA mitigation if not otherwisguired. Other
measures to reduce air quality impacts from lardpusjects can be found in the SCAQMD’s Guidanceubaent for
Addressing Air Quality Issues in General Plans lamchl Planning. This document can be found aftalewing
internet addressittp://www.agmd.gov/prdas/aqguide/agguide.htinl addition, guidance on sitting incompatiblada
uses can be found in the California Air Resourcear®'s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Comntwuni
Perspective, which can be found at the followirtgrinet addressittp://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdPursuant
to state CEQA Guidelines 815126.4 (a)(1)(D), angawts resulting from mitigation measures must bésdiscussed.

Data Sour ces

SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports aathdre available by calling the SCAQMD’s Publitohmation
Center at (909) 396-2039. Much of the informatimailable through the Public Information Centealsn available
via the SCAQMD'’s World Wide Web Homepadwtp://www.agmd.goyu
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The SCAQMD is willing to work with the Lead Agensito ensure that project-related emissions areraiety
identified, categorized, and evaluated. PleadeCtedrles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality SpecialiSEQA Section, at
(909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarthigletter.

Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources
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