NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:  
County Clerk, Gina Morla
From:
South Coast Air Quality 


County of Los Angeles

Management District

12400 E. Imperial Highway, Room 2001

21865 E. Copley Drive


Norwalk, California 90650

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTIONS 21108 OR 21152 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
Project Title:
Final Negative Declaration for the Tosco Los Angeles Refinery Ethanol Import and Distribution Project

SCAG Number:
2000051144
Date Certified:
July 20, 2000
Contact Person:
Michael Krause
Telephone Number: (909) 396 - 2706
Project Location:
1660 West Anaheim Street, Wilmington, California, Los Angeles County.




Berths 148 through 151, Port of Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California, Los Angeles County.




13500 South Broadway, Los Angeles, California, Los Angeles County




2650 West Lomita Boulevard, Torrance, California, Los Angeles County




271 East Slover Avenue, Rialto, California, San Bernardino County

Project Description:
Tosco is a petroleum refinery that refines crude oils to produce gasoline, jet fuels, diesel fuels, distillates, and other petroleum products.  Tosco is proposing to phase out the use of MTBE as an oxygenate in gasoline by October 2000.  This date is over two years earlier than required by Governor Gray Davis’ Executive Order which requires the phase out of MTBE by December 31, 2002.  Tosco is replacing MTBE with ethanol and proposing modifications to its existing Los Angeles Refinery, Torrance Tank Farm, Maine Terminal and interconnecting pipelines to allow the import, storage, and distribution of ethanol.  Tosco also is proposing modifications to its Los Angeles and Colton Terminals.  The proposed project consists of modifying existing facilities to permit ethanol to be received into the Marine Terminal for transshipment via pipeline through the Tosco Refinery for ultimate blending into gasoline at existing, offsite marketing terminals.  The modifications generally include conversion of existing MTBE storage tanks and transfer systems to ethanol service.  It has been determined, however, that the potential adverse environmental impacts from the proposed project are not significant.  The proposed project is expected to result in environmental benefits including:  (1) emission decreases associated with a reduction in the number of marine vessels that visit the port to deliver oxygenate; and (2) reducing fugitive emissions through elimination of valves, flanges, etc.; (3) elimination an existing ground water contaminant by removing MTBE from gasoline. 
This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District has approved the above described project and has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1.
The modified project will not have a significant impact on the environment.

2.
A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3.
Mitigation measures were not made a condition of the approval of this project.

4.
A statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted for this project (because no impacts were significant).

5.
A monitoring program under PRC Section 21081.6 was not adopted for this project.

The Final Negative Declaration, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at:  SCAQMD,  21865 E. Copley Drive,  Diamond Bar,  CA.  91765-4182.


________________________

Signature: 







Date Received for Filing
Barry R. Wallerstein, D. Env.

Executive Officer

California Department of Fish and Game

certificate of fee Exemption

De Minimis Impact Finding

Project Title/Date Certified/Location Name:

Title:

Final Negative Declaration for the Tosco Los Angeles Refinery Ethanol Import and Distribution Project 

Date Certified:

July 20, 2000

Location:

Los Angeles County

Project Proponent:
Tosco Refining Company
Address of Project Proponent:
1660 West Anaheim Street, Wilmington, California

Project Description:

Tosco is a petroleum refinery that refines crude oils to produce gasoline, jet fuels, diesel fuels, distillates, and other petroleum products.  Tosco is proposing to phase out the use of MTBE as an oxygenate in gasoline by October 2000.  This date is over two years earlier than required by Governor Gray Davis’ Executive Order which requires the phase out of MTBE by December 31, 2002.  Tosco is replacing MTBE with ethanol and proposing modifications to its existing Los Angeles Refinery, Torrance Tank Farm, Maine Terminal and interconnecting pipelines to allow the import, storage, and distribution of ethanol.  Tosco also is proposing modifications to its Los Angeles and Colton Terminals.  The proposed project consists of modifying existing facilities to permit ethanol to be received into the Marine Terminal for transshipment via pipeline through the Tosco Refinery for ultimate blending into gasoline at existing, offsite marketing terminals.  The modifications generally include conversion of existing MTBE storage tanks and transfer systems to ethanol service.  It has been determined, however, that the potential adverse environmental impacts from the proposed project are not significant.  The proposed project is expected to result in environmental benefits including:  (1) emission decreases associated with a reduction in the number of marine vessels that visit the port to deliver oxygenate; and (2) reducing fugitive emissions through elimination of valves, flanges, etc.; (3) elimination an existing ground water contaminant by removing MTBE from gasoline.

Findings of Exemption:

A Final Negative Declaration (ND), which consists of the project description and an initial study, was prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.  The Draft ND was released for a 30-day public review and comment period. The Initial Study and the ND prepared for the proposed project concluded that the proposed project would have no direct or indirect effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Further, no secondary adverse impacts to plant and animal life were identified that would result from the project.  No public comments were received refuting the conclusions of no significant adverse impacts to plant or animal life or the habitat on which they rely contained in the Draft ND.

The SCAQMD declares that, when considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence before the agency that the proposed project will have potential for adverse effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which wildlife depends.  Based upon the preceding information, the SCAQMD (as lead agency) has, on the basis of substantial evidence, rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in Section 753.5 (d), Title 14, CCR.

Certification:

I hereby certify that the decisionmaker of the lead agency, has made the above findings of fact for this project and that based upon the Final ND and hearing record the project will not individually or cumulatively have adverse effects on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.


















Barry R. Wallerstein, D. Env.





Executive Officer





Lead Agency:  South Coast Air Quality Management District




Date:   









