SUBJECT:


NOTICE OF exemption from the california environmental quality act

Project Title:

PROPOSED DRAFT AIR TOXIC CONTROL PLAN

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is the Lead Agency and will prepare a Notice of Exemption for the project identified above.

The SCAQMD has reviewed the proposed project pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines §15002 (k)(1), the first step of a three-step process for deciding which document to prepare for a project subject to CEQA.  This review indicates that the Plan is not a project under CEQA.  The basis for this conclusion is as follows.  The SCAQMD Board has made a preliminary decision to accept the draft proposal.  That preliminary decision does not commit the agency to a definite course of action, and therefore does not constitute an approval under CEQA.  As a result, the acceptance of this plan will not have a legally binding effect on later activities. 

Even if the acceptance of the plan may be considered a project, review of the proposed project indicates it is also statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15262.  The project involves a planning study for possible future actions, which the agency or board has not approved, adopted, or funded.  The plan has assessed environmental benefits by reducing toxic emissions and improving human health.  Possible future actions proposed in the plan, if determined to be feasible and within the authority of the AQMD, will be brought back to the Board for approval and will be assessed for potential environmental impacts at that time. 

A Notice of Exemption has been prepared pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15062 - Notice of Exemption.  The Notice of Exemption will be filed with the county clerks of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties immediately following the adoption of the proposed project.

Any questions regarding this Notice of Exemption should be sent to Michael Krause (c/o Office of Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources) at the above address.  Mr. Krause can also be reached at (909) 396-2706.

Date:
March 17, 2000


Signature:






Steve Smith, Ph.D.


Program Supervisor

Office of Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources

Reference:  California Code of Regulations, Title 14

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
To:
County Clerks



From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District


Counties of Los Angeles, Orange


21865 Copley Drive


Riverside and San Bernardino


Diamond Bar, CA 91765

Project Title:

Proposed Draft Air Toxics Control Plan

Project Location:

South Coast Air Quality Management District:  the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino counties) and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and Mojave Desert Air Basin.

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The proposed Draft Air Toxics Control Plan is a policy document describing potential approaches to further reduce toxic levels in the South Coast Air Basin over the next ten years.  The toxics plan reviews the current air toxic levels and key toxic pollutants that contribute to the overall regional risk levels.  It projects the future air toxics levels taking into consideration existing federal, state, local programs that potentially affect future air toxic emissions, including implementation of the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP).  The plan looks at ways that go beyond the current ongoing air toxics reduction efforts to determine whether additional toxic reductions are currently feasible or will be feasible over the next ten years.

Public Agency Approving Project:



Agency Carrying Out Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

South Coast Air Quality Management District

Exempt Status:

Three Step Process:

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15002(k)(1)

Statutory Exemption – Feasibility and Planning Studies:

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15262

Reasons why project is exempt:

The proposed Draft Air Toxics Control Plan is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15262.   The plan contains air toxic control strategies that are not required by law or any other public agencies.  Consequently, the plan will not have a legally binding effect on later activities.  Further, the control strategies in the plan are, in effect, planning studies for possible future actions.  Finally, the action taken by the Governing Board will be to accept the plan, which does not constitute adoption, approval or funding.

CEQA Contact Person:
Telephone

Michael Krause
(909) 396-2706

Rule Contact Person:
Telephone

Tracy Goss
(909) 396-3106

Date Received for Filing



Signature       Signed upon certification











Steve Smith, Ph.D.










Program Supervisor

Office of Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources
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