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	South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov


SUBJECT:


NOTICE OF exemption from the california environmental quality act

Project Title:

Proposed Amendments TO rule 463 – organic liquid storage
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is the Lead Agency and will prepare a Notice of Exemption for the project identified above.

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the AQMD is the Lead Agency and has reviewed the proposed amendments to Rule 463 – Organic Liquid Storage pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15002 (k)(1).  The proposed project involves the removal of a liquid hydrogen sulfide concentration standard; and modifications to definitions, test methods and recordkeeping, which do not adversely impact the environment.  Since, it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment, it is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3).  A Notice of Exemption has been prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15062 - Notice of Exemption.  The Notice of Exemption will be filed with the county clerks of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties immediately following the adoption of the proposed project.

Any questions regarding this Notice of Exemption should be sent to James Koizumi (c/o Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources) at the above address.  Mr. Koizumi can also be reached at (909) 396-3234.

Date:
May 6, 2005


Signature:






Steve Smith, Ph.D.


Program Supervisor


Planning, Rule Development & 
Area Sources

Reference:  California Code of Regulations, Title 14

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

	To:
County Clerks

Riverside, Los Angeles,

Orange, San Bernardino
	From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

	Project Title:

Proposed Amended Rule 463 – Organic Liquid Storage

	Project Location: 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.

	Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

Existing Rule 463 contains a liquid hydrogen sulfide (H2S) limit of 70 ppm by weight (w) for floating roof tanks, which was added in 1984.  SCAQMD Method 351 – 91 was added in 1991 in response to the USEPA comment that rule standards require an associated test method to verify the standard.  Subsequent to the adoption of Method 351 – 91, SCAQMD staff and industry have determined that the test method is not reliable and inappropriate for determining H2S concentrations in crude oil.  No other test method has been found that can determine H2S concentrations in crude oil.  Since no test method is available, the correlation between liquid and vapor H2S concentrations cannot be determined and; therefore, the relation between liquid H2S concentrations and air quality cannot be established.  SCAQMD staff proposes to remove the requirement and associated test method.  Test methods for true vapor pressure, API gravity, and alternative test methods; and recordkeeping requirements are proposed to be added to assist in verifying compliance with the existing VOC control requirements in the rule.  Language inadvertently deleted from the rule in 1994 pertaining to vapor pressure testing has been restored.  Definitions have been modified for clarification.  

	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District
	Agency Carrying Out Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Exempt Status:

General Concepts [CEQA Guidelines §15002(k)(1)]; and

No possibility of significant effect on the environment [CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3)]

	Reasons why project is exempt:

Having reviewed the proposed project pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15002(k) - Three Step Process, SCAQMD has determined that the proposal, which involves the removal of a liquid hydrogen sulfide concentration standard; and modification of definitions, test methods and recordkeeping, does not adversely impact the environment.  Since, it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment, it is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3).  

	Scheduled Public Meeting Date:

SCAQMD Governing Board Hearing:
	(date subject to change)

May 6, 2005, 9:00 a.m.; SCAQMD Headquarters

	CEQA Contact Person:

Mr. James Koizumi
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-3234
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

jkoizumi@aqmd.gov

	Rule Contact Person:

Ms. Pamela Perryman
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-3103
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

pperryman@aqmd.gov


Date Received for Filing



Signature       















Steve Smith, Ph.D.










Program Supervisor

Office of Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources
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