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Community Emission 
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East Los Angeles, Boyle Heights, West Commerce 
(ELABHWC)
May 29, 2025

Nish Krishnamurthy, Ph.D.
Air Quality Specialist



2025 ELABHWC CERP Implementation Progress
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Today

May 29 August 28

Quarter 3 CSC Meeting
• TBD

Quarter 1 Community Steering 
Committee (CSC) Meeting
• Residential Air Filtration Program
• Rail Indirect Source Rule (ISR)
• Truck Routes
• CERP Dashboard

Quarter 2 CSC Meeting
• Wood Burning Devices
• School Air Filtration Program
• Permit Cross-Check

Quarter 4 CSC Meeting
• TBD

November 6

All-CSC Meeting

October 25August (Date TBD)

Annual Progress Report
Update



Baker Commodities Update



WOOD 
BURNING 
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 South Coast AQMD is proposing to amend its Rule 445 – Wood 
Burning Devices

 Purpose: Provide update on how Proposed Amended Rule (PAR) 
445* impacts ELABHWC
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Wood Burning Devices – Background 

* PAR 445 Working Group Meetings homepage: https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/rules/scaqmd-rule-book/proposed-rules/rule--445 

https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/rules/scaqmd-rule-book/proposed-rules/rule--445


• Wood smoke contains harmful air pollutants that 
can cause a variety of adverse health effects

• Rule 445 regulates emissions from residential 
wood-burning

• Applicable to wood-burning devices, wood-burning 
heaters and wood-fired cooking devices  (e.g. 
fireplaces)

• Includes a curtailment program where residential 
wood burning is prohibited (i.e. Check Before You 
Burn) when PM2.5 levels are forecasted to reach 
unhealthy levels

Proposed Amended Rule 445 
– Wood Burning Devices



• Particulate matter (PM) are small, inhalable 
particles found in the air and is the main cause of 
reduced visibility

• PM2.5 is particulate matter ≤ 2.5 μm in diameter

• Sources of PM2.5 include:

• Vehicle emissions

• Construction sites (including paved and unpaved roads)

• Industry (including power plants and smokestacks)

• Fires (including wildfires, agricultural, and residential 
burning)
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What is PM2.5?



Health Impacts of PM2.5
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• Aggravated asthma

• Decreased lung function

• Increased respiratory symptoms 

• Irritation of the airways, coughing, or 
difficulty breathing

• Irregular heartbeats

• Premature mortality in people with 
heart or lung disease



Proposed Amended Rule 445 – Wood 
Burning Devices (Cont’d)

• Rule 445 is under amendment to address EPA’s concerns to

1) lower curtailment threshold

2) remove the low-income exemption (other exemptions including sole 

source of heat exemption remains)

• South Coast AQMD offers incentive in the areas surrounding cities 

of Riverside and San Bernardino or the community of Boyle Heights 

to replace their wood burning device for cleaner alternatives

• Considering potential expansion of the program

• For more information

• Contact Ashley Dang, Air Quality Specialist, at adang@aqmd.gov or 909-396-3328

• Sign up for rulemaking updates: https://www.aqmd.gov/sign-up 

• Incentive program link: Wood Stove & Fireplace Change-Out Incentive Program

mailto:adang@aqmd.gov
https://www.aqmd.gov/sign-up
https://www.aqmd.gov/home/programs/community/community-detail?title=wood-device-incentive-program


PUBLIC SCHOOL AIR FILTRATION PROGRAM
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 Chapter 5g – Exposure Reduction at Sensitive Sites, Objective 2*

 Objective: Reducing exposure to harmful air pollutants at public 
schools

 Goal: Install air filtration systems at public schools

 Purpose: Provide update on the ELABHWC Public School Air 
Filtration Program
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Public School Air Filtration Program – Background 

* https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/east-la/cerp/carb-submittal/final-cerp.pdf?sfvrsn=8#page=177 

https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/east-la/cerp/carb-submittal/final-cerp.pdf?sfvrsn=8#page=177


Actualización de la comunidad de San Bernardino 

mayo 25, 2023

Name

Title

EAST LOS ANGELE, BOYLE HEIGHTS, WEST COMMERCE

PROGRAM UPDATE

May 29, 2025

Liliana Garcia

Air Quality Specialist



 September 2024, the Board approved 

the AB 617 Public School Air Filtration 

Program 

 The program provides up to $13.7 

million in CAP Incentive Funds for the 

installation and/or maintenance of 

HEPA filtration systems in public 

schools

 Staff conducted outreach to eligible 

school districts and vendors

1
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▪ Program application period closed 
on December 20, 2024

▪ 469 schools applied for the program, 
including 82 schools in ELABHWC

▪ Public schools prioritized by the 
CSCs will receive the highest priority 
for funding*

▪ Staff actively evaluating applications

1
7

*The AB 617 public school air filtration school priority lists are available 

at: www.aqmd.gov/publicschoolaf

https://www.aqmd.gov/nav/about/initiatives/environmental-justice/ab617-134/community-air-protection-incentives/public-school-air-filtration-incentives


…
!
?
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For more information visit: 

www.aqmd.gov/publicschoolaf

 or email:

schoolairfiltration@aqmd.gov 

https://www.aqmd.gov/nav/about/initiatives/environmental-justice/ab617-134/community-air-protection-incentives/public-school-air-filtration-incentives


PERMIT 

CROSS-CHECK
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 Chapter 5h – Industrial Facilities, Objective 3*

 Objective: Work with industrial facilities to obtain the necessary 
South Coast AQMD permits 

 Goal: Work with land-use agencies to identify facilities which need 
a South Coast AQMD permit

 Purpose: Provide update on the development of the ELABHWC 
permit cross-check program
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Permit Cross-Check – Background 

* https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/east-la/cerp/carb-submittal/final-cerp.pdf?sfvrsn=8#page=189  

https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/east-la/cerp/carb-submittal/final-cerp.pdf?sfvrsn=8#page=189


Purpose of Objective
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Community Concern

• During CERP development, CSC members expressed concern that some 
industrial facilities may be operating without a South Coast AQMD permit

Permit Cross-Check

• To identify facilities that require a South Coast AQMD permit but do not have one

Collaboration

• Work with facilities to obtain necessary permits

• Encourage land use agencies to consult with South Coast AQMD during permit 
application and renewal processes



Implementation Milestones
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Obtain 
Facility Lists

•Request facility data from City of Los Angeles, 
County of Los Angeles, and City of Commerce

•Compile facility data from South Coast AQMD 
F.I.N.D.* Tool

Map Data

•Map all facility data, including F.I.N.D. Tool data, 
using ArcGIS

•Refine data to ELABHWC Community 
Boundary

Cross-
Reference

•Identify facilities that have a conditional use 
permit (CUP) but do not have a South Coast 
AQMD permit for further evaulation

*Facility INformation Detail (F.I.N.D.) Tool



Next Steps

Cross Reference 
Datasets

• Map facilities 
from all datasets

• Identify those 
facilities that have 
a CUP and do 
not have a South 
Coast AQMD 
Permit

Required Facility 
Permits

• Determine if 
identified facilities 
require a South 
Coast AQMD 
permit and work 
with facilities to 
obtain permits

Consultation with 
Land-Use Agencies*

• Encourage land use a to 
consult with South Coast 
AQMD during permit 
application process

• Provide South Coast 
AQMD’s Small Business 
Assistance (SBA) Program 
Permit Checklist to land-use 
agencies to distribute to 
permit applicants

23

*South Coast AQMD Challenges and Limitations: Multiple permitting agencies, hundreds of potential facilities, and 

no authority to require land use agencies to consult with South Coast AQMD



Map of Facilities
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Legend

   LA County By-Right Facilities

   

    LA County CUP Facilities

    LA City CUP Facilities

    AQMD FIND Facilities

 This map shows CUP and by-

right facilities in Los Angeles 

County, CUP facilities in LA 

City, and facilities registered on 

South Coast AQMD’s FIND 

tool

 South Coast AQMD submitted 

a public records request to the 

City of Commerce and is still in 

the process of obtaining facility 

data



Contacts

Nish Krishnamurthy, Ph.D.
Air Quality Specialist

nkrishnamurthy@aqmd.gov
909-396-3120

Robert Dalbeck
Program Supervisor
rdalbeck@aqmd.gov

909-396-2139

General AB 617 Inquiries

ab617@aqmd.gov
2 5

mailto:nkrishnamurthy@aqmd.gov
mailto:rdalbeck@aqmd.gov


CAMP 

IMPLEMENTATION 

UPDATE

MOHAMMAD SOWLAT, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor

msowlat@aqmd.gov  

mailto:msowlat@aqmd.gov


AQMD MOBILE 
MONITORING 
DASHBOARD – 

UPDATE

Link

www.aqmd.gov/ab617/

monitoring/elabhwc



AQMD MOBILE MONITORING DASHBOARD – UPDATE 
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Dashboard has been updated to 

include additional pollutants including:

• Black carbon

• Nitrogen dioxide 

• Particle mass (PM2.5 and PM10)

• Particle number

Additional pollutants

now available



CONTACT INFORMATION

Mohammad Sowlat

Program Supervisor

msowlat@aqmd.gov 

909-396-3144
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Payam Pakbin

Atmospheric Measurements Manager

ppakbin@aqmd.gov  

909-396-2122

mailto:msowlat@aqmd.gov
mailto:ppakbin@aqmd.gov


NEXT STEPS / 
FUTURE 
AGENDA 
ITEMS

 Newsletters or emails

 Continue CERP implementation

 Stipends

Future CSC Meetings

 Thursday,  August 28, 2025

 Agenda Topics 

▪ What would you like to hear about?

 Post Year 5 Transition Working Team Meeting - 
Wednesday,  June 18, 2025

 2nd Annual All CSC Community Engagement Event – 
Saturday  October 25, 2025

31

Future Announcements

31



UPDATE on Post Year 5 Transition Working 
Team Meeting 
 

ACTUALIZACIÓN sobre la Reunión del Equipo 
de Trabajo de Transición Post 5º Año

Held on Wednesday, May 21, 2025

Se celebra el miércoles 21 de mayo de 2025



CERP Implementation Deadlines  
Fechas límite de implementación del CERP

Year 1 CERP Deadlines / Fechas limite del CERP: 

   ELABHWC: September 10, 2025 

   SBM: September 10, 2025 

   WCWLB: September 10, 2025

33



Upcoming Meetings / Próximas Reuniones:
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Next Working Team Meeting:
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Próxima reunión del equipo de trabajo:
miércoles 18 de junio de 2025, 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.



SAVE THE DATE!
2nd Annual AB 617 Community Engagement Event

 Saturday, October 25, 2025

 Diamond Bar, CA
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

EVENTOS DE LA COMUNIDAD

Connecting with 
our Communities

Comunicando Con 
Nuestras Comunidades

37



AB 617: CSC MEMBERSHIP 2025 / MEMBRESÍA DEL CSC 2025

Current CSC Members / 

Miembros actuales del CSC

New Applicants /

Nuevos solicitantes

38

✓ No action required to continue serving as CSC 

Member / No se requiere ninguna acción para 

continuar sirviendo como miembro del CSC

✓ Will receive an email confirmation with CSC 

Interest Form / Recibirá un correo electrónico con 

el Formulario de Interés del CSC

❑ CSC Interest Form available at: / 

El Formulario de Interés del CSC está disponible en:
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-

interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34

❑ Send CSC Interest Form or Questions to / 

Envíe el Formulario de Interés del CSC o Preguntas a:

ab617comments@aqmd.gov or 909.396.2250

http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34
mailto:ab617comments@aqmd.gov
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SOUTH COAST AQMD CONTACTS:  

…
!
?

 General AB 617 inquiries: ab617@aqmd.gov

 ELABHWC Community Webpage:  
http://www.aqmd.gov/ab617/elabhwc 

40

Bernard Tolliver

Sr. Public Affairs Specialist 

909-396-2029

btolliver@aqmd.gov

Robert Dalbeck 

Program Supervisor

909-396-2139

rdalbeck@aqmd.gov  

Nish Krishnamurthy, PhD 

Air Quality Specialist

909-396-3120

nkrishnamurthy@aqmd.gov 

mailto:ab617@aqmd.gov
http://www.aqmd.gov/ab617/elabhwc
mailto:btolliver@aqmd.gov
mailto:rdalbeck@aqmd.gov
mailto:nkrishnamurthy@aqmd.gov


Public Comments
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