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COACHELLA 
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Roundtable



UPDATE on Post Year 5 Transition Working 
Team Meeting 
 

ACTUALIZACIÓN sobre la Reunión del Equipo 
de Trabajo de Transición Post 5º Año

Held on Wednesday, June 18, 2025

Se celebra el miércoles 18 de junio de 2025



Illegal Dumping 
Cleanup Efforts in the 

Coachella Valley

July 10, 2025

Tony Quiroz, Conservation Management Analyst II
Coachella Valley Association of Governments















Wildland-Urban Interface



Grant Funding

April 2025

Received $500,000 from CalRecycle's 
Illegal Disposal Site Abatement Program

oWill be used for:

▪Cleanup Costs
▪ Towing Vehicles
▪ Fencing
▪Cameras
▪ Rangers



1,284 acres of 
Conservation 

Lands





Goal 1
Remove debris, hazardous materials, tires, vehicles, 

found within the project area, including future 
dumping until June 2027.



Goal 2
Increase protection of conservation lands through 

preventative measures such as fencing, surveillance 
and enforcement.







Goal 3
Monitor sites and assist the restoration of native 

species in disturbed areas.



Contact Info:

Tony Quiroz, Conservation Management Analyst

Tquiroz@cvag.org

Will Steichen, Conservation Ranger Coordinator

Wsteichen@cvag.org

mailto:Tquiroz@cvag.org
mailto:Wsteichen@cvag.org


Field Worker Safety 

Riverside County Agricultural 
Commissioner’s Office



Definitions:

• "Treated field" means a field that has been treated with a pesticide or had a restricted entry interval or 
entry restricted period in effect within the last 30 days. A treated field includes associated roads, paths, 
ditches, borders, and headlands, if the pesticide was also directed to those areas. A treated field does not 
include areas inadvertently contaminated by drift or over spray.

• "Pesticide" means: (a) Any substance or mixture of substances that is a pesticide as defined in the Food 
and Agricultural Code and includes mixtures and dilutions of pesticides.

• "Pesticide Safety Information Series" means a series of leaflets that summarize health and safety aspects of 
various pesticides and groups of pesticides.



Who is a Fieldworker?

A fieldworker performs work-related cultural 

activities on an agricultural establishment such as 

harvesting, weeding, pruning, or irrigating for the 

production of commodities on farms, forests, and 

in nurseries or enclosed space production areas, 

such as greenhouses. See the glossary for the 

complete definition of who is a fieldworker. 



Who is an Early-Entry Employee?

An early-entry employee is a worker who enters an 
area after the pesticide application is complete but 
before the Restricted Entry Interval (REI) has expired. 
Early-entry is only allowed under a narrow range of 
circumstances. Early-entry employees must receive 
personal protective equipment (PPE), 
decontamination supplies, and additional 
information about the pesticide product and the 
early-entry restrictions to protect themselves before 
entering the treated field.



Are There Age 
Restrictions for 
Certain Activities?

The California Pesticide Worker Safety Regulations 
require that agricultural and non-agricultural 
pesticide handlers and early-entry employees are at 
least 18 years old. 



What are the Goals of the Pesticide 
Safety Regulations? 

Pesticide safety regulations 
have three major goals.
1. Inform – to provide fieldworkers and pesticide 
handlers information to minimize occupational 
pesticide exposure for themselves and their families.

2. Protect – to protect fieldworkers and pesticide 
handlers from pesticide exposure while they are 
working.

3. Mitigate – to mitigate or reduce the effects of any 
pesticide exposure that might occur.



Goal 1 – Inform 

Employers must provide fieldworkers and handlers 
with the pesticide safety and product use information 
needed to protect themselves, other people, and the 
environment from exposure to pesticides. 

This is accomplished by providing:

• annual pesticide safety training,

• pesticide safety information at the central location,

• application-specific information and hazard 
information at the central location, and

• access to pesticide product labeling. 



Goal 2 – Protect
The California Pesticide Worker Safety Regulations 
require employers to provide protections for 
fieldworkers and handlers to limit their risk of 
exposure to pesticides at work. These protections 
include:

• notifying employees when pesticide applications 
will take place

• informing employees verbally or by the posting of 
warning signs in pesticide-treated fields under an REI 
in which they should not enter

• maintaining and providing PPE for handlers and 
early-entry employees

• keeping employees who are not involved in the 
application of a pesticide out of application exclusion 
zones



Goal 3 – Mitigate

Pesticide safety regulations are intended to minimize the effect 
of potential pesticide exposure by requiring employers to 
provide:

• routine and emergency decontamination supplies,
• transportation to a nearby medical facility for a suspected 
pesticide illness or injury
• application-specific information for treating medical 
personnel in response to a case of pesticide exposure
• copies of the applicable Safety Data Sheet(s)
• the product name(s)
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency registration number(s)
• active ingredient(s)
• the circumstances of application or use that could have 
resulted in exposure to the pesticide. 



What is Pesticide Safety 
Training?

Employers must ensure that pesticide safety 

training is provided to fieldworkers before they 

enter a treated field or area where a pesticide 

has been applied or an REI has been in effect 

within the last 30 days. Handlers must be trained 

on the hazard and safety precautions before 

handling any pesticide product and retrained for 

any new pesticide products. Both trainings, must 

be completed every 12 months.



What are the 
Benefits of 
Pesticide Safety 
Training for 
Employees? 

Fieldworkers and handlers benefit from pesticide 

safety training by receiving information on the 

potential risks of working in areas where pesticides 

have been used and pesticide residues may be found. 

During training, they learn how to protect themselves 

and their families from the possibility of exposure to 

pesticides and their residues. 



What to Look For:



If you think you 
have been 
exposed…

• Pesticides can make you sick. Symptoms of 
pesticide poisoning can be the same as being 
stressed or ill from heat, having the flu, or other 
common illnesses. If you have a headache, 
dizziness, coughing, eye pain, blurred vision, 
burning eyes, an upset stomach, flu-like symptoms, 
or a rash while working in the field, ask your 
employer to take you to the doctor. 



What Are Your Rights?
1. Right to Know: You have the right to know the following about pesticides that have been 

used recently where you work.

2. Right to Worker’s Compensation: If you get sick or hurt BECAUSE OF YOUR JOB, you 
have the right to file for worker’s compensation. Worker’s compensation will pay for 
your medical bills, and sometimes, lost pay.

3. Right to Access and Review Training Records: You have the right to look at your safety 
training records from your employer.

4. Right to Obtain Information: You, your doctor, or your representative designated in 
writing can receive information from the grower or your employer. This includes which 
pesticides the fields were treated with or any other pesticide record the grower or your 
employer has to keep.

5. Right to Report Unsafe Conditions: Pesticide safety for workers is the top priority of the 
County Agricultural Commissioner and DPR. You have the right to report unsafe pesticide 
work conditions and suspected pesticide use violations without being punished or fired. 
Neither the grower nor your employer will be told who made the complaint. Your 
statements about the safety problems must be checked out right away.

6. Right to Be Protected From Retaliation: You are protected from being fired, from 
discrimination, and from any retaliatory action due to the exercise of any of your rights.



¿Preguntas? /
Questions?

Oficina del Comisionado de Agricultura del Condado de Riverside/

Riverside County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office 

Riverside District Office
3403 10th street, STE 701
P.O. Box 1089, Riverside, CA 92502-1089
Business Hours: Mon-Friday 7 am - 5:00 pm
Phone: (951) 955-3045
Fax: (951) 276-4728

San Jacinto District
950 N. Ramona Blvd Suite 15
San Jacinto, CA 92582
Business Hours:  Mon-Fri 7 am - 5:00 pm, Closed 
between 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm daily
Phone: (951) 654-3266
Fax: (951) 654-8296

Indio District Office
81077 Indio Blvd., Ste. K
Indio, CA 92201
Business Hours: Mon-Fri 7 am - 5:00 pm, 
Closed between 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm Mon-
Thurs, Closed between 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
Friday.
Phone: (760) 342-5070
Fax: (760) 342-0734

Blythe District Office
280 N. Broadway,
Blythe, CA 92225
Business Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:00 pm
Phone: (760) 921-5630
Fax: (760) 921-5637

https://rivcoawm.org/contact-us#riversideNorth
https://rivcoawm.org/contact-us#San-Jacinto
https://rivcoawm.org/contact-us#Indio
https://rivcoawm.org/contact-us#Blythe


Eastern Coachella Valley (ECV) 
Community Emission Reduction Plan (CERP)
Implementation Highlights 
Plan Comunitario de Reducción de Emisiones
Puntos destacados de la implementación
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Paving Project – Background 

CERP Objective

• Fugitive Road Dust and Off-Roading: Chapter 5D, Objectives 02A and 02B

                                

Goal
Reduce emissions from fugitive road dust and off-roading

37
ECV Community Emission Reductions Plan: final-cerp-july-2021.pdf

https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/eastern-coachella-valley/final-cerp/final-cerp-july-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=9#page=130
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/eastern-coachella-valley/final-cerp/final-cerp-july-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=9#page=130
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/eastern-coachella-valley/final-cerp/final-cerp-july-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=9#page=130
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/eastern-coachella-valley/final-cerp/final-cerp-july-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=9#page=130
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/eastern-coachella-valley/final-cerp/final-cerp-july-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=9#page=130
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/eastern-coachella-valley/final-cerp/final-cerp-july-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=9#page=130
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/eastern-coachella-valley/final-cerp/final-cerp-july-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=9#page=130
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Paving Project – Implementation Update

• Program Announcement (PA2024 – 01) released from September 29, 2023 to December 29, 2023

• Three applications received

• All three applications rejected for not meeting submittal requirements

• PA2024 – 01R reissued from February 23, 2024 to March 15, 2024

• One application received

• Application rejected due to the applicant’s non-cooperation during contract developmentBackground

Friday, August 1, 
2025

August 2025 Date TBD Fall 2025

• Present proposal to the South 
Coast AQMD Governing 
Board for approval

• Develop MOU with 
the County of 
Riverside

• Present MOU to the 
County of Riverside 
Board of Supervisors

• Paving Project 
Execution

Tentative Paving Project Implementation Timeline

Stationary Source Committee (SSC) Meeting on Friday, June 20, 2025

• Staff presented proposal to partner with the County of Riverside Transportation Department through a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 

• SSC recommended to bring this item to South Coast AQMD Governing Board



Thursday, June 12, 2025

South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Assembly Bill 617 (AB 617)

Diesel Mobile Sources Workshop Update

All Community Steering Committee Diesel Mobile Sources Workshop



Workshop Goals and Objectives

Learn about 
impacts of 

various diesel 
mobile 
sources 

emissions on 
air quality and 
public health

Inform 
community 

about ongoing 
regulatory and 

incentive 
efforts to 

mitigate these 
impacts

Share 
available 

resources to 
reduce 

emissions and 
exposure

Community 
participation 

through 
theme-based 

interactive 
sessions



Community-Identified Air Quality Priority

• 25 CERP Objectives

SBM

• 15 CERP Objectives

ELABHWC

• 20 CERP Objectives

WCWLB

•  7 CERP Objectives

ECV

• 20 CERP Objectives

SELA

• 13 CERP Objectives

SLA

Diesel Mobile 
Sources

Bus and 
Rail Yards

Trucks Ports

Warehouses

Diesel Mobile Sources Emissions is an Air Quality Priority in each of the CERPs



Workshop Resources

• Presentation

• English - https://www-s.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/diesel-mobile-
source-workshop---presentation_english.pdf?sfvrsn=64399c61_4

• Spanish - https://www-s.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committees/diesel-mobile-
source-workshop---presentation_spanish.pdf?sfvrsn=5d399c61_4

 

• Recorded Workshop: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOba1EvWnWc

• Mobile Source Projects Prioritization Survey 

Your feedback is important to our Technology Advancement Office as we prioritize potential future projects and incentive 
programs, so please take a moment to complete the survey at the following link: 
https://forms.office.com/g/ScGUWDtUSF?origin=lprLink
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Next meeting date: TBD
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MONITORING 
WORKING TEAM 
(MWT) UPDATE

Mohammad Sowlat, Ph.D.

PROGRAM SUPERVISOR
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1. PM/Dust Characterization Study

2. Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study

3. Expansion of H2S network

TOPICS DISCUSSED IN THE LAST MWT MEETING (JUNE 27TH)

Overview
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1. PM/Dust Characterization Study



ECV PM/DUST CHARACTERIZATION STUDY

 Air quality concerns in ECV include fugitive dust 

emissions from truck traffic, unpaved roads, the 

surrounding desert, agriculture, and the Salton Sea

 As part of CAMP implementation, we conducted 

a comprehensive study to address these concerns

47

Purpose: 

• Identify main sources of PM/dust

• Quantify their contributions to 

particle pollution in the community 

PM/Dust Study



Mecca

ECV PM/DUST CHARACTERIZATION STUDY

 The Mecca air monitoring station was 
supplemented with continuous monitors 
(ongoing) and samplers (Jan 2022 – May 2023)

 Real-time data is available online

 Preliminary findings will be discussed in the ECV 
Monitoring Working Team meetings to gather 
input in the coming months

 3 meetings before next CSC meeting

48

Sample Collection

+
Laboratory Analysis

Continuous 
Measurements

6 Samplers
8 Continuous 

Monitors

Screenshot of AQMD AB 617 Data Display Tool

Available at  http://www.aqmd.gov/ab617/monitoring/ecv

PM/Dust Study

http://www.aqmd.gov/ab617/monitoring/ecv
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2. MATES VI



MULTIPLE AIR TOXICS EXPOSURE STUDY (MATES) VI

Goals

▪ Provide public information about 

air toxics and associated health 

risks throughout the region

▪ Evaluate progress in reducing air 

toxics exposure

▪ Provide direction to future toxics 

control programs

For the first time, 

Mecca site was added

Learn more at: www.aqmd.gov/matesvi
50

MATES VI measurements officially began July 2025!

MATES VI

• One year monitoring campaign

• 10 air monitoring sites

• 24 hour integrated sampling on a 1-in-6 day 

schedule

• Continuous air measurements

• Addition of two near-road sites and one site 

in Coachella Valley

http://www.aqmd.gov/matesvi
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3. Expansion of H2S network



Expand monitoring 
networks and 

improve notification 
systems

Identify opportunities to 
expand monitoring for 

H2S and PM10

Provide near real-time 
H2S data and real-time 

PM10 data

• Based on MWT discussions, an H2S monitor was added to 

Indio Air Monitoring Station

• An additional H2S monitor was deployed at North Shore

• New monitors are integrated into the subscription-based 

notification system that alerts subscribers when H2S 

exceed the state standard (30 ppb)

Saltonseaodor.org

• Odor advisories are issued online and shared with media 

for extended H2S exceedance episodes

airalerts.org
52

CERP GOALS AND KEY ACTIONS TO ADDRESS 

SALTON SEA CONCERNS

H2S Network
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• Real time data for H2S and all 

other continuous measurements 

is available through the data 

display tool

• Tutorial video has been posted on 

webpage

• Access the data display tool and 

tutorial at:

http://www.aqmd.gov/ab617/monitoring/ecv 

H2S MONITOR ADDED 
AT NORTH SHORE

H2S Network

http://www.aqmd.gov/ab617/monitoring/ecv


H2S MONITOR ADDED 
AT NORTH SHORE

Access H2S data and sign up to 

receive notifications at:

 saltonseaodor.org

H2S Network

54

https://saltonseaodor.org/


SIGN UP FOR ADVISORIES AND NOTIFICATIONS

Sign up for AQI notifications in the South 

Coast AQMD App

Sign up for advisories at 

www.airalerts.org

PM10 Dust Ozone (smog)

Wildfire Smoke Salton Sea Odors

55

H2S Network

http://www.airalerts.org/


AB 617 AIR 

MONITORING 

PAGE FOR ECV 

COMMUNITY

Access to real-time air 

monitoring data

Interactive data summaries to 

visualize, compare and access air 

measurement data

Informational handout

Community Air Monitoring Plan 

(CAMP) and related documents

Pesticides Ambient Air 

Monitoring Plan and Report

Hydrogen sulfide monitoring and 

notifications 

Aeroqual (AQY) sensor data 

dashboard and video tutorials

User survey

56

http://www.aqmd.gov/ab617/monitoring/ecv 

Resources

http://www.aqmd.gov/ab617/monitoring/ecv


CONTACT INFORMATION

Payam Pakbin

Atmospheric Measurements Manager

ppakbin@aqmd.gov

909-396-2122

57

Mohammad Sowlat

Program Supervisor

msowlat@aqmd.gov

909-396-3144

Matthew Maldonado

Comite Civico del Valle (CCV)

matthew@ccvhealth.org

Dr. Ryan Sinclair

Loma Linda University

rsinclair@llu.edu

South Coast AQMD Monitoring Staff

MWT Co-Leads

mailto:ppakbin@aqmd.gov
mailto:ppakbin@aqmd.gov


Working Team 

Updates

Actualizaciones de 

Los Equipos de 

Trabajo 
GRUPO DE TRABAJO DEL 

ALCANCE

OUTREACH WORKING TEAM

Next meeting date: TBD

28



Working Team 

Updates

Actualizaciones de 

Los Equipos de 

Trabajo 
GRUPO DE TRABAJO DE 

IMPLENTACIÓN DEL CERP

CERP IMPLEMENTATION 

WORKING TEAM

Next meeting

Wednesday,  April 30, 2025

4:30 PM – 5:30 PM
29

Próxima reunión

Miércoles 30 de abril de 2025

4:30 PM – 5:30 PM



ITEM 8
ECV CSC 

Opportunities 

Oportunidades 

del CSC

30



COMMUNITY EVENTS
EVENTOS DE LA COMUNIDAD

Connecting with 
our Communities

Comunicando Con 
Nuestras Comunidades

31
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AB 617: CSC MEMBERSHIP 2023 / MEMBRESÍA DEL CSC 2023

Current CSC Members / 

Miembros actuales del CSC
New Applicants /

Nuevos solicitantes

63

✓ No action required to continue serving as CSC 

Member / No se requiere ninguna acción para 

continuar sirviendo como miembro del CSC

✓ Will receive an email confirmation with CSC 

Interest Form / Recibirá un correo electrónico con 

el Formulario de Interés del CSC

❑ CSC Interest Form available at: / 

El Formulario de Interés del CSC está disponible en:
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-

interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34

❑ Send CSC Interest Form or Questions to / 

Envíe el Formulario de Interés del CSC o preguntas a:

ab617comments@aqmd.gov or 909.396.2029

63

http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34
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http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34
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http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ab-617-ab-134/steering-committee-interest-form.pdf?sfvrsn=34
mailto:ab617comments@aqmd.gov


ITEM 9
Next Steps

Los Siguientes 

Pasos

33



NEXT STEPS

PRÓXIMOS 
PASOS

 Newsletters or emails / Boletines o correos electrónicos

 Continue CERP implementation /

Continuar la implementación del CERP

 Stipends / Honorario

What would you like to hear about?  / 

¿Sobre que te gustaría oír hablar?

 AQ Priority Updates & Agenda Topics

Implementación del CERP y otros temas de la 

agenda

 
65

Future Announcements / Anuncios Futuros

65



MEETING SCHEDULE / CALENDARIO DE REUNIONES

CSC Meeting 

July 10

10 de julio

5:00 – 7:00 pm

*Save the Date*

All CSC

APR Update

Meeting

August 20

20 de agosto

CSC Meeting

October 9

9 de octubre

5:00 – 7:00 pm

*Save the Date*

2nd Annual 

All CSC 

Community 

Engagement

Meeting

October 25

25 de octubre

66
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Update on the All CSC Annual Progress Report on 
AB 617 Community Emission Reductions Plans (CERPs) 

for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Public Virtual Meeting

Actualización del Informe Anual de Progreso sobre los 
Planes de Reducción de Emisiones Comunitarias (CERP) de 

AB 617 de todos los CSCs para el Año Fiscal 2024-2025 
Reunión Virtual Pública

Wednesday, August 20, 2025 / miércoles 20 de agosto del 2025

5:30 PM – 7:30 PM

Zoom Meeting Link / Enlace de Zoom:

https://scaqmd.zoom.us/j/95979261988

SAVE THE DATE /GUARDA LA FECHA

68

https://scaqmd.zoom.us/j/95979261988


69

Hybrid Event



ITEM 11
Public Comment

Comentario Público

36



Graphical user interface, text, application, email

Description automatically generated

CERP

Robert Dalbeck (909) 396-2139

Pami Mukherjee (909) 396-2938

MONITORING / MONITOREO

Payam Pakbin (909) 396-2122

COMPLIANCE / CONFORMIDAD

Yazmin Kakishita (909)396-3207

CERP Implementation 

Working Team

MONITORING Working Team

Matthew Maldonado

Ryan Sinclair

OUTREACH Working Team

Anetha Lue

71

Community Liaison / Enlace Comunitario

Daniel Wong, (909) 396-3046

mailto:ab617@aqmd.gov


ECV CSC webpage: 

www.aqmd.gov/AB617/ECV  

72

http://www.aqmd.gov/AB617/ECV
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