
BOARD MEETING DATE:  June 6, 2025 AGENDA NO.  13

PROPOSAL: Appoint Regular and Alternate Public and Medical Members to 

South Coast AQMD Hearing Board for July 1, 2025 to June 30, 

2028 Term

SYNOPSIS: The terms of office for the two Hearing Board Public Members and

the Medical Member, as well as their alternates, will expire on June

30, 2025. In November 2024, South Coast AQMD posted a 

recruitment to solicit applications for the new term beginning July 

1, 2025 through June 30, 2028. There were two applicants for the 

medical member positions and 42 applicants for the public member

positions. As required by state law, an Advisory Committee 

appointed by five members of the Governing Board reviewed the 

applicants. The Advisory Committee scored and ranked the Public 

Member applicants and recommended that the Administrative 

Committee interview the top eight applicants. Both Medical 

Member applicants were recommended for interviews with the 

Administrative Committee. On May 9, 2025, the Administrative 

Committee interviewed nine of the ten candidates submitted by the 

Advisory Committee and recommended that the full Board 

reappoint the incumbents to the new term.

COMMITTEE: Administrative, May 9, 2025; Recommended for Approval

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Approve the following reappointments to the South Coast AQMD Hearing Board for 

the term commencing July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2028:

1. Micah Ali, Regular Regular Public Member 1;

2. Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta, Regular Public Member 2;

3. Steven Samaniego, Alternate Public Member 1;

4. Robert Copeland, Alternate Public Member 2;

5. Jerry P. Abraham, MD, MPH, CMQ, Regular Medical Member; and

6. Sharon Williams, MD, FACAAI, Alternate Medical Member.

Wayne Nastri

Executive Officer
FT
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Background

The Hearing Board is a quasi-judicial panel established by state law to provide 

temporary relief from South Coast AQMD rules, regulations, and permit conditions 

under certain circumstances. Hearing Board members are appointed by, but act 

independently of the South Coast AQMD Governing Board. The Hearing Board 

membership consists of a licensed physician, an attorney, a professional engineer, and 

two public members. Hearing Board members serve a staggered three-year term to 

maintain continuity. Alternates serve the same length of term as the regular members.

The current term for the Medical Member and two (2) Public Members expires on June 

30, 2025. South Coast AQMD initiated a recruitment on November 21, 2024 to January 

10, 2025 to solicit candidates for the new term that commences July 1, 2025 through 

June 30, 2028. Recruitment efforts included advertising on the South Coast AQMD’s 

website, social media platforms, job boards, and medical associations. During the 

recruitment period, two applications were received for the Medical Member positions 

and 42 applications for the Public Member positions. The incumbents for these 

positions are seeking reappointment.

Pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code, an Advisory Committee appointed 

by five members of the South Coast AQMD Governing Board is responsible for 

reviewing candidates for Hearing Board appointments and making recommendations to 

a designated Governing Board committee. The Advisory Committee is composed of one

representative appointed by each of the Governing Board members representing the 

Counties of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino, and the City of Los 

Angeles. Currently, there is one vacant position on the Advisory Committee.

The Advisory Committee members individually reviewed the applications and resumes. 

The 42 applicants for the public member positions were assigned scores based on an 

established criteria. At the request of the Advisory Committee, three South Coast 

AQMD executive staff members also evaluated and scored the public member 

applicants. The staff scores were intended only for cross-reference and comparison.

Scores from each Advisory Committee member were compiled and used to rank the 

public member applicants.

On March 14, 2025, the Advisory Committee met to discuss the scores and rankings and

unanimously recommended the top eight Public Member applicants for interviews with 

the Administrative Committee.  The two applicants for the Medical Member positions 

were recommended for interviews, without scoring. The ten applicants recommended 

for interviews are listed below in alphabetical order. One applicant, Frank Tavakoli, was

no longer interested in the position.
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Medical Member Applicants
Position Applied For

Regular Alternate

Jerry P. Abraham, MD, MPH, CMQ* X

Sharon Williams, MD, FACAAI** X X

*denotes incumbent regular member   **denotes incumbent alternate member

Public Member Applicants
Position Applied For

Regular Alternate

Micah Ali* X

Suzanne Bilodeau X X

Robert Copeland** X X

Stephen Dunwoody X X

Adrienne Konigar-Macklin1 X

Steven Samaniego** X X

Frank Tavakoli X X

Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta* X

*denotes incumbent regular member   **denotes incumbent alternate member
1 Ms. Konigar-Macklin is currently serving as the Alternate Attorney Member for

the July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2027 term.

Proposal

On May 9, 2025, the Administrative Committee interviewed two medical member 

candidates and seven public member applicants to serve for the term commencing July 

1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2028 and recommended that the Board reappoint:

 Micah Ali and Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta as the Regular Public Members;

 Steven Samaniego and Robert Copeland as the Alternate Public Members;

 Dr. Jerry P. Abraham as the Regular Medical Member and

 Dr. Sharon Williams as the Alternate Medical Member.

Fiscal Impacts

Sufficient funds are budgeted each year to compensate those who serve on the Hearing 

Board. 

Attachments

1. Job Announcement

2. Medical Member Applicants - Resumes

3. Public Member Applicants - Resumes
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