
     

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEETING DATE: November 7, 2025 AGENDA NO. 4 

PROPOSAL: Approve School Bus Awards and Execute Contracts for Lower-

Emission School Bus, CARE4Kids, and Carl Moyer Programs 

SYNOPSIS: In January 2025, the Board recognized up to $22,180,000 from the 

U.S. EPA 2024 Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicles Grant to fund projects 

under the CARE4Kids program to replace combustion school buses 

with zero-emission buses. In February 2025, Program 

Announcement #PA2025-02 was released to solicit applications for 

the replacement of combustion school buses with zero-emission 

buses under the Lower-Emission School Bus and CARE4Kids 

programs. The solicitation closed in April 2025, and 33 school 

districts from all four counties of the South Coast Air Basin 

applied. Subsequently, in March 2025, a Program Announcement 

#PA2025-03 was released to solicit applications for “Year 27” of 

the Carl Moyer Program and closed in July 2025. Two school 

districts submitted applications under the Carl Moyer Program, 

requesting to replace a total of 54 combustion school buses with 

zero-emission buses. Both solicitations were oversubscribed, and 

funds from other programs were reallocated to help support the 

projects. These actions are to authorize the Executive Officer to: 1) 

execute and amend contracts to replace school buses and install 

infrastructure under the Lower Emission School Bus, CARE4Kids, 

and the Carl Moyer Programs for a total amount not to exceed 

$78,187,054 comprised of $34,570,116 from the Carl Moyer 

Program AB 923 Special Revenue Fund (80), $22,180,000 from 

the CARE4Kids Program Advanced Technology, Outreach and 

Education Fund (17), $3,510,006 from CARB SEP Special 

Revenue Fund (87), and $17,926,932 from the Community Air 

Protection AB 134 Fund (77); 2) redistribute the source of funds as 

needed from SB1107, SB 129, State Reserve, and associated 

interest funds in Fund (32), Carl Moyer AB 923 Fund (80), 

CARE4Kids Program Advanced Technology, Outreach and 

Education Fund (17), CARB SEP Special Revenue Fund (87), 

and the Community Air Protection AB 134 Fund (77) to ensure 

program liquidation targets are met; and 3) reassign projects 



 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

between funding years, as needed, in order to expeditiously meet 

program funding liquidation requirements. 

COMMITTEE: Technology, October 17, 2025; Recommended for Approval 

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: 

Authorize the Executive Officer to: 

1. Execute and amend contracts to replace combustion school buses with zero-emission 

buses and install charging infrastructure under the Lower Emission School Bus and 

the Carl Moyer Programs as listed in Tables 1 & 2 for a total not to exceed 

$78,187,054, which is comprised of $34,570,116 from the Carl Moyer Program 

AB 923 Special Revenue Fund (80), $22,180,000 from the CARE4Kids Program 

Advanced Technology, Outreach and Education Fund (17), $3,510,006 from CARB 

SEP Special Revenue Fund (87), and $17,926,932 from the Community Air 

Protection AB 134 Fund (77); 

2. Redistribute the source of funds for the approved projects from the following 

funding sources as needed: SB 1107, SB 129, State Reserve, and associated interest 

funds in Fund (32), Carl Moyer AB 923 Fund (80), CARE4Kids Program Advanced 

Technology, Outreach and Education Fund (17), CARB SEP Special Revenue Fund 

(87), and the Community Air Protection Fund (77); and 

3. Reassign projects between funding years, as needed; in order to expeditiously meet 

program funding liquidation requirements to the extent that such actions are not in 

conflict with any applicable guidance, requirement or direction from CARB or U.S. 

EPA. 

Wayne Nastri 

Executive Officer 
AK:MW:SC:YJT 

Background 

Since the commencement of the Lower-Emission School Bus Program in 2001, South 

Coast AQMD has awarded nearly $372 million in local, state and federal funds to 

replace over 1,900 highly polluting diesel school buses with alternative fuel or 

zero-emission buses and retrofitted 3,400 diesel school buses with particulate traps. This 

program has enabled thousands of students to commute in the cleanest school buses in 

the country. 

In January 2025, the Board recognized up to $22.2 million in funding from the U.S. 

EPA 2024 Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicles Grant for projects under the CARE4Kids 

program to replace internal combustion engine school buses with zero-emission buses. 
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Additional funds in the amount of up to $3.52 million from CARB Supplemental 

Environmental Project (SEP) funds are also available to support zero-emission school 

bus projects. In February 2025, the Board approved the issuance of Program 

Announcement #PA2025-02 for the Lower-Emission School Bus and CARE4Kids 

programs to solicit applications for the replacement of internal combustion engine 

school buses with zero-emission buses. These programs require that eligible school 

buses have a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating greater than 14,000 pounds. In response to 

the Program Announcement, 33 school districts from all four counties within South 

Coast AQMD’s jurisdiction submitted applications requesting the replacement of 237 

school buses. Recommended projects will be funded using a combination of Carl Moyer 

Program AB923, CARE4Kids, SEP, and Community Air Protection Program (CAPP) 

funds. All CAPP-funded school buses will be deployed to serve disadvantaged or low-

income communities. 

Subsequently, Program Announcement #PA2025-03 was released in March 2025 to 

solicit applications for “Year 27” of the Carl Moyer Program. Two school districts 

submitted applications in response to PA2025-03, requesting to replace 54 internal 

combustion engine school buses with zero-emission buses. These applications received 

under PA2025-03 were evaluated using the Carl Moyer Program guidelines and eligible 

projects will be funded using CAPP funds. 

A total of approximately $78.2M in funding is available to support the recommended 

project awards for the replacement of internal combustion engine school buses with 

zero-emission buses, as well as the deployment of supporting infrastructure. Funding is 

provided from the Carl Moyer Program AB 923, the CARE4Kids Program, CARB SEP 

Special Revenue, and CAPP funds. 

Proposal 

Staff is proposing to award up to $78,187,054 to support the deployment of 232 school 

buses under program announcement #PA2025-02 and 54 school buses under program 

announcement #PA2025-03, for a total of 286 new zero-emission school buses and 

supporting infrastructure. 

All applications received under the Lower Emission School Bus Program 

Announcement #PA2025-02 were evaluated, and the eligible projects from 33 school 

districts are recommended for funding as listed in Table 1 for a total of $70,621,602, 

utilizing approximately $34,570,116 from Carl Moyer Program AB 923 Special 

Revenue Fund (80), $22,180,000 from CARE4Kids Program Advanced Technology, 

Outreach and Education Fund (17), $3,510,006 from CARB SEP Special Revenue Fund 

(87), and $10,361,480 from Community Air Protection Program Fund (77). Five school 

buses were deemed ineligible due to inoperability. 
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In addition, Table 2 summarizes the school bus replacement projects recommended 

under the Carl Moyer Program Announcement #PA2025-03. These projects have been 

evaluated in accordance with the Carl Moyer Program guidelines and are recommended 

for awards up to $7,565,452 through the Community Air Protection Program Fund (77). 

These school buses will serve disadvantaged or low-income communities. CAPP Funds 

can be used to fund Carl Moyer Program-eligible projects. 

Utilizing CalEPA’s CalEnviroScreen mapping tool, which helps identify disadvantaged 

and low-income communities in California, over 87 percent of the projects that are 

proposed for the awards are in the disadvantaged or low-income communities. 

In addition, to ensure program funding liquidation targets are met, staff recommends the 

Board authorize the Executive Officer flexibility to redistribute the sources of funds for 

the proposed eligible projects in this Board Letter as needed and reassign projects 

between funding years. 

Outreach 

In accordance with South Coast AQMD’s Procurement Policy and Procedure, a public 

notice advertising the PA and inviting bids was published in the Los Angeles Times, the 

Orange County Register, the San Bernardino Sun, and Riverside County’s Press 

Enterprise newspapers to leverage the most cost-effective method of outreach. 

Additionally, potential applicants were notified utilizing South Coast AQMD's own 

electronic listing of certified minority vendors. Notices of the PA were emailed to 

Legislative Caucuses and various minority chambers of commerce and business 

associations and placed on South Coast AQMD's website (http://www.aqmd.gov) where 

it can be viewed by making a menu selection “Grants & Bids.” South Coast AQMD 

posts pre-recorded presentations and hosts meetings to provide program information and 

application assistance for applicants interested in participating in the Carl Moyer 

Program. South Coast AQMD staff also released several email notifications to over 300 

recipients, including public-school districts within the South Coast AQMD jurisdiction, 

dealerships and school bus manufacturers, announcing the Program Announcements. 

Subsequent email notifications were sent to remind potential applicants to apply before 

the application deadlines. 

Benefits to South Coast AQMD 

The successful replacement of high-polluting internal combustion engine school buses 

with zero-emission buses will ensure less polluting and safer school transportation for 

school children and reduce public exposure to criteria and toxic air pollution. Annually, 

the projects are estimated to reduce 46.3 tons of NOx and 3.5 tons of PM emissions. 
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Resource Impacts 

Total funding for projects will not exceed $78,187,054, comprised of the following 

funding sources: 

Funding Source Total Funds Awarded 

Carl Moyer AB 923 Special Revenue (AB 923): Fund (80) $34,570,116 

U.S. EPA CHDV (CARE4Kids): Fund (17) $22,180,000 

CARB SEP Special Revenue (SEP): Fund (87) -

#SEP22-003-01; SEP22-003-02; SEP22-003-03 
$3,510,006 

Community Air Protection Program (CAPP): Fund (77) $17,926,932 

Total $78,187,054 

Attachments 

Table 1: Zero-Emission School Bus Awards 

(AB 923, CAPP, CARE4Kids, SEP Funded) 

Table 2: Carl Moyer Program Zero-Emission School Bus Awards 

(CAPP Funded) 
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Table 1: Zero-Emission School Bus Awards 

(AB 923, CAPP, CARE4Kids, SEP Funded) 

School District County 
Number 

of Buses 
Funding Source 

Recommended 

Maximum Award 

from Funding Source 

Recommended Total 

Maximum Award* 

Alhambra Unified School District LA 4 
AB 923 $605,388 

$1,515,000
CAPP $909,612 

Baldwin Park Unified School District LA 3 
CARE4Kids $300,000 

$1,170,240
AB 923 $870,240 

Bassett Unified School District LA 3 AB 923 $364,035 $364,035 

Bonita Unified School District LA 2 AB 923 $232,466 $232,466 

Covina Valley Unified School District LA 5 AB 923 $1,950,000 $1,950,000 

Hacienda La Puente Unified School District LA 10 

CARE4Kids $1,800,000 

$3,321,440AB 923 $1,031,938 

CAPP $489,502 

Mountain View School District LA 5 AB 923 $1,950,000 $1,950,000 

Norwalk La Mirada Unified School District LA 20 

CARE4Kids $6,000,000 

$7,804,800AB 923 $553,615 

CAPP $1,251,185 

Saugus Union School District LA 4 AB 923 $1,560,000 $1,560,000 

Sulphur Springs Union School District LA 3 AB 923 $1,035,000 $1,035,000 

Torrance Unified School District LA 6 AB 923 $2,340,000 $2,340,000 

Walnut Valley Unified School District LA 7 AB 923 $2,277,800 $2,277,800 

Whittier Union High School District LA 2 AB 923 $235,210 $235,210 

Total Los Angeles County: 74 $25,755,991 

Anaheim Union High School District OC 2 AB 923 $162,304 $162,304** 

Buena Park School District OC 3 AB 923 $1,170,000 $1,170,000 

Capistrano Unified School District OC 4 
AB 923 $390,000 

$1,560,000
SEP $1,170,000 

Fullerton Joint Union High School District OC 6 
CARE4Kids $280,000 

$2,340,240
AB923 $2,060,240 
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School District County 
Number 

of Buses 
Funding Source 

Recommended 

Maximum Award 

from Funding Source 

Recommended Total 

Maximum Award* 

Garden Grove Unified School District OC 12 

CARE4Kids $3,600,000 

$4,612,880AB 923 $242,880 

CAPP $770,000 

La Habra City School District OC 4 
AB 923 $974,760 

$1,560,000
CAPP $585,240 

Magnolia School District OC 2 
AB 923 $618,909 

$780,000
CAPP $161,091 

Ocean View School District OC 9 
CARE4Kids $2,400,000 

$3,511,920
AB 923 $1,111,920 

Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified School District OC 3 AB 923 $1,170,000 $1,170,000 

Westminster School District OC 5 

CARE4Kids $900,000 

$1,950,720AB 923 $743,481 

CAPP $307,239 

Total Orange County: 50 $18,818,064 

Banning Unified School District RC 3 AB 923 $1,170,000 $1,170,000 

Jurupa Unified School District RC 17 AB 923 $1,705,593 $1,705,593 

Menifee Union school District RC 6 AB 923 $1,754,466 $1,754,466 

Moreno Valley Unified School District RC 24 
CARE4Kids $4,500,000 

$6,567,618
AB 923 $2,067,618 

Murrieta Valley Unified School District RC 6 
AB 923 $388,594 

$1,140,444
SEP $751,850 

Nuview Union School District RC 4 SEP $418,156 $418,156 

Total Riverside County: 60 $12,756,277 

Colton Joint Unified School District SB 26 
AB 923 $1,961,591 

$5,827,029
CAPP $3,865,438 

Ontario-Montclair School District SB 8 

CARE4Kids $900,000 

$2,838,970
AB 923 $318,718 

SEP $1,170,000 

CAPP $450,252 
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School District County 
Number 

of Buses 
Funding Source 

Recommended 

Maximum Award 

from Funding Source 

Recommended Total 

Maximum Award* 

Redlands Unified School District SB 13 

CARE4Kids $1,500,000 

$4,280,271AB 923 $1,533,350 

CAPP $1,246,921 

Rim of The World Unified School District SB 1 
AB 923 $20,000 

$345,000
CAPP $325,000 

Total San Bernardino County: 48 $13,291,270 

Total: 232 $70,621,602 

*The listed award amount incorporates $20,000 per awarded school bus to be used for supporting infrastructure. 

**School district did not request infrastructure funding; therefore, no supporting infrastructure funds are included. Total award amount is only for eligible school bus 

replacement costs. 

Table 2: Carl Moyer Program Zero-Emission School Bus Awards 

(CAPP Funded) 

School District County 
Number 

of Buses 

Recommended Maximum 

School Bus Award 

Colton Joint Unified School District*** SB 4 $1,460,091 

Los Angeles Unified School District*** LA 50 $6,105,361 

Total: 54 $7,565,452 

***Project is subject to CARB approval. 

-8-


	4. Approve School Bus Awards and Execute Contracts for Lower-Emission School Bus, CARE4Kids, and Carl Moyer Programs





