BOARD MEETING DATE: August 7, 2026 AGENDA NO. 31

PROPOSAL.:

SYNOPSIS:

COMMITTEE:

Determine That South Coast Air Basin Redesignation Requests and
Maintenance Plans for PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS Are Exempt from
CEQA; Adopt South Coast Air Basin Redesignation Requests and
Maintenance Plans for PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS; and Submit for
Inclusion Into State Implementation Plan

The South Coast Air Basin Redesignation Requests and
Maintenance Plans for PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS include the
redesignation requests and maintenance plans for the 1997 annual
and 24-hour PM2.5 NAAQS, and the second maintenance plan for
the 1987 PM10 NAAQS for the South Coast Air Basin (Basin). The
Basin is in “moderate” nonattainment for the 1997 annual and 24-
hour PM2.5 NAAQS. Over the past two decades, air quality in the
Basin has significantly improved, and current PM2.5 levels now
meet these standards. This plan requests that U.S. EPA redesignate
the Basin to attainment for the 1997 PM2.5 NAAQS and includes
maintenance plans demonstrating continued attainment through
2039. In addition, U.S. EPA approved the Basin’s first maintenance
plan for the 1987 24-hour PM10 standard in 2013. This plan includes
the required second maintenance plan to ensure continued
attainment of the PM10 standard through 2033.

Mobile Source: May 15, 2026, Reviewed

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Adopt the attached Resolution:

1. Determining that the South Coast Air Basin Redesignation Requests and
Maintenance Plans for PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS are exempt from the requirements
of the California Environmental Quality Act; and

2. Adopting the South Coast Air Basin Redesignation Requests and Maintenance Plans
for PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS; and

3. Directing staff to submit to U.S. EPA via CARB the South Coast Air Basin
Redesignation Requests and Maintenance Plans for PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS for
inclusion into the State Implementation Plan.

SR:IM:SL:EP

Wayne Nastri
Executive Officer




Background

Over the past two and a half decades, air quality has significantly improved in the South
Coast Air Basin (Basin) due to stringent regulation of emission sources. As a result, the
levels of fine particulate matter (PM2.5) and coarse particulate matter (PM10) measured
in the Basin now meet multiple older National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS
or standards). To be redesignated to attainment, South Coast AQMD must submit
redesignation requests and maintenance plans to U.S. EPA to ensure that the region will
continue to meet the standards. The South Coast Air Basin Redesignation Requests and
Maintenance Plans for PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS (Redesignation Requests and
Maintenance Plans) contain two redesignation requests and three maintenance plans for
PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS in the Basin, as summarized in Table 1. Brief background on
these NAAQS is presented below.

TABLE 1
STANDARDS ADDRESSED BY THIS SIP REVISION

Air Quality Level Attainment Redesignation | Maintenance
Standard Status Request Plan Included?

Included?
1997 Annual 15.0 ug/m® | “Moderate” Yes, Yes, 15t plan
PM2.5 nonattainment | Maintenance

requested
1997 24-hour | 65 pg/m? “Moderate” Yes, Yes, 15t plan
PM2.5 nonattainment | Maintenance

requested
1987 24-hour | 150 pg/m? Maintenance No Yes, 2" plan
PM10

1997 Annual and 24-Hour PM2.5 NAAQS

The annual and 24-hour PM2.5 NAAQS of 15.0 and 65 pg/m?, respectively, were
promulgated on July 18, 1997. Effective April 5, 2005, the Basin was designated as a
nonattainment area for the 1997 PM2.5 standards with an attainment date of April 5,
2010. The 2007 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) concluded that attainment by
2010 was impractical and requested a five-year extension of the attainment date until
April 5, 2015. On November 9, 2011, U.S. EPA approved multiple elements in the 2007
AQMP and subsequent SIP revision including the extension request. Following
substantial improvements in air quality, on July 25, 2016, U.S. EPA published a clean
data determination, finding that the Basin attained the 1997 PM2.5 NAAQS based on
2011-2013 monitoring data. More recent data demonstrates that the Basin has continued
to meet the 1997 PM2.5 NAAQS.




1987 24-Hour PM10 NAAQS

The 24-hour PM10 NAAQS of 150 pg/m?® was promulgated on July 1, 1987. The Basin
was designated as a “moderate” nonattainment area for the PM10 NAAQS on
November 15, 1990 and later reclassified as a “serious” nonattainment area on January
8, 1993. While the 1987 annual PM10 standard was revoked in 2006, U.S. EPA retained
the 1987 24-hour PM10 standard. After exclusion of exceptional events, monitoring
data collected from 2004-2008 demonstrated attainment of the 24-hour PM10 standard
in the Basin. On April 28, 2010, South Coast AQMD submitted a redesignation request
and maintenance plan for the PM10 standard to U.S. EPA via CARB. Effective July 26,
2013, U.S. EPA redesignated the Basin to attainment and approved the first
maintenance plan.

Clean Air Act (CAA) Section 175A(b) requires submission of a second maintenance
plan eight years after an area is redesignated to attainment to provide for continued
maintenance for an additional 10 years after the period covered by the first maintenance
plan and 20 years in total from the redesignation date. Pursuant to this requirement,
South Coast AQMD submitted a second PM10 maintenance plan in July 2021,
demonstrating continued attainment of the PM10 standard through 2035. However, U.S.
EPA deferred action on this plan due to high levels of PM10 measured in 2018 at the
Long Beach—Hudson monitoring site, which was directly impacted by nearby
construction activities. Continuous PM10 measurements were reestablished at both the
Long Beach—Hudson and Long Beach-Signal Hill monitoring sites prior to 2022 and no
exceedances have been observed since then. Furthermore, since being redesignated to
attainment, the Basin has not exceeded the PM10 standard at any monitoring site after
excluding potential exceptional events such as high-wind dust events.

Proposal

The Redesignation Requests and Maintenance Plans include redesignation requests for
the annual and 24-hour 1997 PM2.5 NAAQS, accompanied by initial maintenance
plans, and an updated second maintenance plan for the 1987 PM10 NAAQS, replacing
the 2021 PM10 maintenance plan. The redesignation requests seek to fulfill the
requirements specified in CAA Section 107(d)(3)(E), and the maintenance plans address
the requirements in CAA Section 175A and U.S. EPA guidance. The Redesignation
Requests and Maintenance Plans contain the following key elements:

A demonstration that attainment of the 1997 PM2.5 NAAQS is due to
permanent, enforceable emission reductions, not due to temporary reductions or
favorable meteorology. Between 2002 and 2023, PM2.5, NOx, VOC, and SOx
emissions have been reduced by 27%, 73%, 53%, and 83%, respectively, due to
regulations and programs to reduce emissions from stationary and mobile
sources;

Emission inventories for attainment (2023) and future milestone years (2030,
2033 and 2039);

A maintenance demonstration showing that the Basin will continue to attain the
1987 PM10 NAAQS and the 1997 PM2.5 NAAQS through 2033 and 2039,
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respectively, with emission reductions anticipated from continued
implementation of already adopted regulations and programs;

A commitment by South Coast AQMD to periodically review inputs and
assumptions for the emissions inventory and update the inventory if significant
changes occur;

A commitment to continue to maintain a PM2.5 and PM10 monitoring network
in the Basin to verify continued attainment of the NAAQS; and

Contingency provisions to be triggered if there is a violation of the 1997 PM2.5
or 1987 PM10 NAAQS, after excluding potential exceptional events.

As part of the contingency provisions, South Coast AQMD will evaluate by the end of
April each year whether there was an exceedance based on the most recent three years
of monitoring data. If an exceedance was caused by potential exceptional events, South
Coast AQMD will develop a contingency provision exceptional event demonstration
and submit it to CARB and U.S. EPA concurrently for review by May 31 each year. If,
however, the exceedance was not caused by exceptional events, South Coast AQMD
will, within 24 months from the determination that the NAAQS was violated in the
Basin, implement the following contingency provision actions:

1. After considering the emission sources that may have contributed to the
exceedance, consult with regulated industry to explore voluntary or incentive-
based emission reduction measures;

2. Evaluate potential changes to the enforcement of existing rules;

3. Consider amendments to PM2.5 or PM10 rules to reduce emissions; and
4. Develop and propose new rules to reduce particulate emissions, if necessary.

Public Process

The Redesignation Requests and Maintenance Plans were released on May 14, 2026 for
public review and a Public Consultation Meeting was held on May 20, 2026. One
written comment was received on the Redesignation Requests and Maintenance Plans,
and a response is included in Chapter 7 of the Draft Final Staff Report. Staff is not
aware of any remaining key issues from the public comments.

Resource Impacts
The Redesignation Requests and Maintenance Plans will have nominal impacts on
South Coast AQMD resources.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15002(k) and 15061, the proposed project
(South Coast Air Basin Redesignation Requests and Maintenance Plans for PM2.5 and
PM10 NAAQS) is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections
15061(b)(3) and 15308. Further, there is no substantial evidence indicating that any of
the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply to the proposed project. A
Notice of Exemption has been prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15062
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and is included as Attachment C to this Board letter. If the proposed project is approved,
the Notice of Exemption will be filled for posting with the county clerks of Los
Angeles, Orange, Riverside, and San Bernardino counties, and with the State
Clearinghouse of the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation.

Socioeconomic Impact

No socioeconomic impact assessment is required under Health and Safety Code
Sections 40440.8 and 40728.5, because the proposed project is not a rule or regulation
within the meaning of those statutes. Further, no socioeconomic impacts will result from
the proposed project.

AQMP and Legal Mandates
The Redesignation Requests and Maintenance Plans are consistent with the federal
CAA and U.S. EPA guidance.

Attachments
A. Resolution

B. Draft Final Staff Report for South Coast Air Basin Redesignation Requests and
Maintenance Plans for PM2.5 and PM10 NAAQS

C. Notice of Exemption from CEQA
D. Board Presentation









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/search/recent
http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/about/public-notices/ceqa-notices/notices-of-exemption/noe---year-2026
http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/about/public-notices/ceqa-notices/notices-of-exemption/noe---year-2026
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https://www.aqmd.gov/home/air-quality/air-quality-management-plans/air-quality-mgt-plan/2007-aqmp-socioeconomic-report
https://www.aqmd.gov/home/air-quality/air-quality-management-plans/air-quality-mgt-plan/2007-aqmp-socioeconomic-report
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