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OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL gm‘i-i COAST AQMD
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DlSTRle} ERK OF THE BOARDS
NATHAN WONG, SBN 358472

Deputy District Counsel 0% JL 10 Pl 51

Email: nwong3@agmd.gov

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, California 91765-0940

TEL: 909.396.2754 « FAX: 909.396.2961
Attorney for Petitioner

South Coast Air Quality Management District

BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

In the Matter of Case No. 6290-1
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY PETITION FOR ORDER FOR
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, ABATEMENT

Petitioner, District Rules 203(a), 109(c)(1)

Vs. Hearing Date: ~ August 5, 2026
Time: 9:30 AM
HECTOR MARTINEZ ARMENDARIZ, Place: Hearing Board
INDIVIDUALLY AND DBA INDUSTRY South Coast Air Quality
BODY SHOP Management District
[Facility ID No. 167722] 21865 Copley Drive
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
Respondent.

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, (hereinafter referred to as
“District” or “Petitioner™) petitions the District Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement directed
to Respondent HECTOR MARTINEZ ARMENDARIZ, individually and dba INDUSTRY BODY
SHOP (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent”). The District alleges as follows:

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to Health |
and Safety Code §40000, e seq. and §40400, et seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency with
the responsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin.

2 Respondent, is an individual doing business as Industry Body Shop is within South
Coast AQMD’s jurisdiction and is subject to South Coast AQMD rules. Respondent operates an auto
repair shop located at 257 Turnbull Canyon Rd., City of Industry, California 91745, Facility ID#

167722 (hereinafter “Facility™).
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3. Respondent operates a paint spray booth at the Facility, which causes the issuance of
Volatile Organic Compounds (“VOCs”) into the atmosphere.

4. District Rule 203(a) requires that a permit be obtained from the District’s Executive
Officer to operate or use any equipment which causes or controls the issuance of air contaminants
into the atmosphere.

5. Respondent is currently in violation of District Rule 203(a) for not having a permit
to operate their paint spray booth.

6. The Facility’s paint spray booth and its associated air pollution control system had
been previously permitted (P/O# G13809) in May 2011. However, that permit went inactive and
nonrenewable due to Respondent’s failure to pay required renewal fees and apply for a new permit.
Permit to Operate #G13809 went into inactive status on December 18, 2012, and that permit could
not be reinstated.

7. On December 20, 2018, District Inspector Alemayehu Solomon conducted a
compliance inspection of Respondent’s Facility and observed the paint spray booth prepared for
operation. There, Inspector Solomon met with the owner, Hector Armendariz, and issued a Notice
to Comply (NC #E46613), instructing the Facility to obtain an active permit to operate for their paint
spray booth. A true and correct copy of NC #E46613 is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

8. On April 4, 2019, Inspector Solomon conducted a follow up inspection on NC
#E46613. There, Mr. Armendariz informed the inspector that he had not obtained a permit but would
go to the South Coast AQMD that day to speak to someone regarding the paint spray booth.

9. On June 4, 2019, Inspector Solomon conducted another follow up inspection of
Respondent’s Facility and observed the paint spray booth prepped for operation. After speaking with
Mr. Armendariz and checking the District’s database, Inspector Solomon determined that a new
application was still not filed, despite the paint spray booth being in active operation since the
previous permit expired. Inspector Solomon issued and personally served Notice of Violation
(“NOV™) P65876 for operating equipment without a valid permit to operate. A true and correct copy
of NOV P65876 is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

10. On or around December 12, 2024, another District inspector, Andrea Barlow,
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conducted a compliance inspection of Respondent’s F acility. There, Inspector Barlow observed the
paint spray booth prepared for operation without a valid permit. Mr. Armendariz stated that the paint
spray booth was last used two days prior, on December 10, 2024. Inspector Barlow discussed with
Mr. Armendariz how the Facility could return to compliance by obtaining a valid permit.

I1.  Inspector Barlow then issued NOV P75638 to Respondent for violating Rule 203(a)
for operating a paint spray booth without a valid permit to operate. A true and correct copy of NOV

P75638 is attached hereto zs Exhibit 3. The inspector personally served NOV P75638 to Mr.

Armendariz.

2. Respondent continues to operate its spray booth without obtaining a valid permit to
operate,

13. District Rule 109(c)(1) requires that businesses using coatings or other substances
which contain and/or emit regulated air contaminants keep records of the type and quantity of the

substances used for the last two years. Such records must be provided to the District upon request.

14. As part of Inspector Barlow’s inspection on or around December 12, 2024, she
requested copies of Respondent’s VOC usage records for coatings and solvents used at the Facility.

15. Respondent was unable to produce any VOC usage records and Inspector Barlow
cited a violation of Rule 109(c)(1) as part of NOV P75638. See Exhibit 3.

16.  The District is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Respondent is in
ongoing violation of District Rule 109(c)(1).

7. Numerous additional attempts from both the District’s Compliance Division and the
General Counsel’s Office have failed to resolve the ongoing violation. To date, Respondent has
neither submitted an application to obtain the required permit, nor produced records of coatings and
solvents used at his business.

8. The District is informed and believes, and theieon alleges, that Respondent is and
will be operating in ongoing violation of District Rule 203 (a) until a permit to operate is obtained.

Request for An Order for Abatement under Regulation VIII
and Health and Safety Code § 42451

19.  The District, by this petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to require Respondent to
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comply with Rule 203(a), by discontinuing the operation of the paint spray booth at the Facility, or
in the alternative, comply with District Rule 203(a).
20. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and
regulations.
91.  The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not
constitute a taking of property without due process of law.
22. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be, nor does it act as a variance.
23. The issuance of the requested Order for Abatement is not expected to result in the
closing or elimination of an otherwise lawful business, but if it does result in such closure or

elimination, it would not be without a corresponding benefit in reducing air contaminants.
24. It is the District’s intention to file proposed Findings and Decision in advance of the
hearing.
WHEREFORE, the District requests an Order for Abatement as follows:
1. That this Hearing Board issue an Order for Abatement requiring Respondent to cease
and desist from operating its paint spray booth in a manner which violates District Rules 109(c)(1)

and 203(a), or, in the alternative, to comply with such conditions as the Board deems appropriate.

2. For such other and further relief that this Board deems just and proper.
Dated: July 10 , 2026 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

By: /\/«741 (’“)""T,

Nathan Wong7~
Deputy District Counsel
Attorney for Petitioner
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South Coast Air Quality Management District
51865 COPLEY DR., P.0. Box 4941, DIAMOND BAR, CA 91765-0941 [2 120 ] Zol&
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This Notice to Comply is being issued to:

DATE OF INGPECTION

Hading Address:

g/(equest additional information needed to determine compliance with clean alr requiTements.
Correct a minor violation found during an inspection.

Failure to respond or take corrgctive action, or providing fase statements in response to this Motice to Comply can lead to issuance of a Notice of violation
pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code, The facility cited above is subject to re-inspection at any time to ensure compliance.

- -YOU ARE HEREBY DIRECTED TO COMPLY WETH:

W T RO, T ST TCOMPLIANCE T COMPLIANGE
Q EFOhE EQUIREMENT 0 R e T e T e e DUEDATE - | - ACHIEVED. DATS
L oy Tor o ar el femm for syt @ SPry Yoot | |
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En.rall ﬁdﬂrcsst #hene: Emafl Address: Forme /Applicavars/Inie avaitahle at:
ki é,’}ﬁ R M‘J\ QS&‘LW\:“ @aqmd.gov www.agmd.gov
Instructions: .

+ For each minor vialation cited above, compliance shall be achieved by the comptiance deadline specified for that particular vialation.

« Within 5 working days of achieving compliance for each respective violation, the owner/ respensible officer of the cited facility must complete and return a signed
capy of this Notice to Comply to the South Coast Air Quatity Management Disteict at the address listed above,

» Please copy and return this Notice to Comply a5 many Limes as necessary to provide the required information. On each capy, include the date on which comptiance
was achieved. Date, sign, and send all completed copies to the attention of the inspector named above.

| hereby certify that the facility cited in this Notice to Comply has achieved compliance with the requirements listed above.

NAME OF OWNER/RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL TILE %/ SIGNATURE : W DATE
A Y2 VL

T e o
NOTI C E#: E _ 456 13 | FILECOPY (Biue) FACILITY COPY (Gold) INSPECTOR COPY (White) b/ 7%
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Status:

L1 In-Compliance .'E*Notice of Viotation [] Vanance.

Comment: ~ Thadne - AR oo 12 1‘5’291::.?@.— AT 3_/5;%) ol F/d ,
fory KT Bod %wu Sy o, %;@ '. i
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South Coast Air Quality Manfigemcnt District . L e
21865 COPLEY DRIVE, DIAMOND BAR, CA 01765-4178 - - o P858?8 |
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YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED. THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CITED FOR ONE OR MORE VIOLATIONS: OF THE SOUTH COAST AR QUALITY MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT (SCAQMD) RULES, STATE LAW OR FEDERAL LAW IF "PROVEMN;: SUCH: VIOLATJDN(S) MAY RESULT N THE iMPOSlT!DN OF! CIV!L OR
CRIMINAL PEMALTIES, :

EACH DAY A VIOLATION OCCURS MAY BE HANDLED AS A SEPARATE OFFENSE REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT ADDIT{ONA:' NOTICES )
VIOLATION ARE 1SSUED.
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What is a Notice of Violation?

A Netice of Viclalion i issued by an SCACMD Alr Qualiy inspecion o irfore
2 buginess that s falure to comply with one of moveg applicoble federel, state
awifor logal {SCADMDY air pofititon rutes and regulatons o legat
teguiTements is being alleged.

What happens when ! receive a Notice of Violation?

W you are operating in viclalion of are or more apphosbie federal, state,
andfor loeal ISCACRIDY air pofiution rules antd regulations of tegs
requirgments, ach day or part at a day thot you cperate in vielation ig
considarad a separata viclation even if only ene watice of Violation fas boen
issupd. Contnding 10 pperate i violation may subject wou to substanital el
ar eruinat povalliss, 1tis in your best interest o resalve any comgpliance
problem immediately before you resume opgration,

What if | need to continue to operate the eguipment
named in the Notice of Violation?

i continued operation of equipment cited in the Motice of wiolation is
negassary, you tiay be able to obiain o varlance fromy SCAQRMD s Heaning
Board. A varignee is an administrative order that allows a company to
rontinue operating without penatifes wele 1Y takes appropriaie steps 1o
meet air poliution cantrol reguirements, Proof of specific legal circuamstances
raust be provided before a variance can be pranted, Tin
aneh relief will e considered Iy the Hearing Board. Adddiona! information

rags inseeking

costerming variances can be found in Califarnis Hesitn & Safaty Code 49

42350-42359.5 and at http: /S g, aov/homefgboutihearing-board.

During & heariag for @ varlance, you may tie representer] either by yourself ar
By pour atforney of consuliant, You wilt have 1he Gpportunily 10 Srerent
svidence and testimony, and to cross-examine any SCAIRMD witarss.

1 you fail to comply wWith any order of the Hearing Boaed, vou may b subect
o additianal civil g criming! penaities set forth in Calitornia Health & Sofely
Cod §5 424906 et seq. and A2402 o1 s2q.

How are Notices of Viclation resolved?

The SCAGMD General Counsel's office reviews pach slleged viniation and,
based an the facts, determines hinw bast to resoive the 3

available to the Genpra) Counsel's offide include:

gation. Dptions

o Minor Source Penalty Assessment Program
Cortzin Noticas of Violation may be eligilile fér resolition thraugth
SCAGRMD' Minor Sgurce Peralty Assessment Program if they ara issued 10
a miner source or for violatinas other than emitting ar toxics of creating a
| public nuitance involving injury of progeely damags,

1§ ypur cate is handled by thes proprasm, you wilt reesive 3 lutter ar phone

catt from an investigater in the SCAQMD General Counsel's ofiige offering

o settle your it Settiement terms usually cal foe g penalty
nayment angd wrdion proat 5f purront complianca. The mvestigators
e and teleptions nember are ncluded inthe gtial settiarment iCTter

the evend you wagld ike to discuss the case.

Be prepared to describe any facts about the vinbation that you believe
SCAGMD shoald ¥iow in considenng your gase. SNarng your krwawledge

of the {acts, possibie causes (9 the wolahon and plans 1o avord future

winlations witl hedp the irvestigalor strive ot an appropriste dispostbon

Be sure 1o respond by the date indicated in the leiter to avoid further

fegal action.

pid LA

if the Ahnor Source Penalty Astessmient Program faede b el i 2
cettloment. your Notice of Violalon may be referied \odn SCAQMD
attorney and handied uades the procedures for Crvil Prosecution of
resobved theough a Srati Claies Cowt

Civil Prosecution

9

t vaur case is handled as a civid matter, ikl i reviewnd by an atlemey
Srarm the SCATTD Ganersl Counset's office, whe wil Typicafly make first
conteet with you through o ferzer that asks for wformation aboul your
case, I the allegatens in the Notive of Viglation camot be infomally
resolved, the SCAGRMIY i3 authorizad ta file a cvit lawsat i churt 1o
regover civil penalties. In cases invohang sorious narm of danger,
mawever, SCAOMED may rnmedistely commente fegat action for e
penalties and a court-ordered inpinction. A mandatory injunction s &
court order compelling & parson and/or company 10 ok sperific action
& prohibitory infunction 1s a court erder compeibng a person anddfor
cotapaiy 1o refrain from tiking A specific acten munitons which may
sven fead fo shutiing down a butiness, tiay Do sought by SCAGMED to

nrevent continuing ot serioys violstions or damages fram ooourning.

« Criminat Prosecution

If SCAQMD deternrings that crimunal prosecuton

s aprnte, the Lase
will e referrod e the Spnropriote state of fodaryl tay erforsement
seency. That agency will determme f ermund prosecution sowarranied

Civil and Criminal Penaities

penalties are derermined by Catiforaia Health & Sofety Code §8 42400 af seq
and AL R0 seg

Available Résources

You can obtain SCAQMD Rules, permit application forms, and detailed information about SCACMD and the Hearing Board using 1he resources provided

below:

Contact Mumbers

Useful Links

General Information:

SCACRD Headguartiers {509} 356 118 Abaut STAQHAD

Gangral Rumber

General Covagel's Office {505 3%6-3400 Compliance Netices

TCALMD Rules

Ertorcemeni Authority

Piroe s £ wierwe aqmd, gov/ hamdad atotg

hitgg 7 2 wvew. agmid, goviioma fabout Zauthority fenfarcemenst

hetp S Aeweenaqmd ooy ihome reutatigrs/comaliance /compliance-nolices

hr i/ feerew, 20, gov home regutaLieas /rules

Obtaining Permit or Billing informuation:
0001 388-2121
{509 3% 1408
{84651 BEB-BE3G
150%) 3962500

Smatt Business Assistance | Gelting Permits

Perinit information - Permdt, Forms

Billing Szrvices Peamiting Fees

htes £ fana agnidgoy Ahome ' permiis

L./ Frewer, zamd oy hamme / permatas porsl applicauon forms

Wbt S agind. gen s Bumna o s fiee

Yariances:

Crark of the Hegrig Boord 1300y 3952540 Tip Hearing Board

Iern o fveve. aqond gov home Zabous heanng board
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YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CITED FOR ONE OR MORE VIOLATIONS OF THE SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY HANAGEMENT

DISTRICT (SCAQMD) RULES, STATE LAW OR FEDERAL LAW. IF PROVEM, SUCH VIOLATION(S) MAY RESULT IN THE IMPOSITION OF CIVIL OR
CRIMINAL PENALTIES.

EACH DAY A VIOLATION DCCURS MAY BE HANDLED AS A SEPARATE OFFENSE REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT ADDITIONAL NOTICES OF
VIOLATION ARE ISSUED.

DESCRIPTION OF VIOLATIONS
Code Section SCAQMD Permil 1o

o Condtlion No. - iolatio
a2 Autisority o Rule No. %’féﬁ?ﬁéﬁﬁ? i Appiicabio) . Descriptien of Violation
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QO cFRr

¥ scacmD \049 TPILULE T MAINTAIN VDL RECORDS
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3 Prong No Ginall
Tie Emui

0¥ 909-396- 255 % d.
OWNER 21 210935, aaviow @ aqmd.gov
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