'1 _ South Coast
=4 Air Quality Management District

1"‘ 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
, * (909) 396-200@ www.agmd.gov

FAX: SEPTEMBER 19, 2008 September 19, 2008

Mr. Ronald Kosinski

Division of Environmental Planning
Caltrans District 7

100 S. Main Street, MS 16-A

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Review of the Notice of Preparation for a Draft Environmental | mpact Report
(Draft EIR) for the I nterstate 710 (1-710) Proj ect

The South Coast Air Quality Management District £&&IMD) appreciates the
opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned d@mim As Caltrans is aware

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) identfiparticulate matter (PM) from
diesel-fueled engines as a toxic air contaminaAQQ)lin 1998, following an exhaustive
10-year scientific assessment process. In addiéi®part of the identification process,
the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessn®&kHHA) evaluated the
potential for diesel exhaust to affect human heaf@tHHA found that exposure to
diesel PM resulted in an increased risk of canodram increase in chronic non-cancer
health effects including a greater incidence ofgtguabored breathing, chest tightness,
wheezing, bronchitis, and asthma.

There are a number of studies that show a comwelati adverse health impacts of diesel
PM and proximity to roadways. CARB recommends dwvigj development of urban
roads with 100,000 vehicles/day, that are withifl &t of sensitive land uses due to
increased cancer risk from diesel EMhe health effects from diesel PM can and must
be quantified in the Draft EIR. There are a varigtair dispersion models available,
including but not limited to CAL3QHCR and AERMOD ¢onduct air dispersion
modeling of mobile source emissions. Addition&érmation on these models can be
obtained atwww.epa.gov/scram001/dispersion_prefrec.htm

The I-710 Project will likely result in increasedmnsportation of freight and goods to and
from the Port of Long Beach generating additioredligular trips, especially, from
heavy-duty diesel fueled vehicles. The SCAQMDfsiajes the Lead Agency to
perform a health risk assessment (HRA) that indwdedispersion modeling, quantified
health risk, and a significance determination mDraft EIR from implementation of the
proposed project. There are several guidance dectsnavailable for air dispersion

! California Air Resources Board. April 2005. “Ain@lity and Land Use Handbook: A Community Health
Perspective.” Accessed fatp://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/landuse.htm
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modeling and HRAs. Below is a discussion to askest.ead Agency in developing a
HRA for the proposed project.

HRA Guidance

The SCAQMD’s Health Risk Assessment Guidance foalgzing Cancer Risks from
Mobile Source Diesel Idling Emissions for CEQA Aluality Analysis and be found at:
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/mobile_toxic/n@kioxic.htm Also, both Ports
of Los Angeles and Long Beach have SCAQMD apprd¥d protocols, ARB has air
dispersion guidance in Appendix 7 of the DiesekMgduction Plan, which, can be
found at:http://www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/documents/rrpapp,rdnd HARP can be
downloaded from the ARB website at:http://www.agbgov/toxics/harp/harp.htm.

If the SCAQMD’s Health Risk Assessment GuidanceAnalyzing Cancer Risks from
Mobile Source Diesel Idling Emissions for CEQA Auality Analysis is used, the
health risk estimates should be completed accotdi@=HHA’s cancer potency
methodology. The SCAQMD’s recommended threshaladtémcer risk should not
exceed 10 in one million at any receptor locatwhen compared to the pre-project risk.

Dispersion Modeling

CALINE3 and CAL3QHCR are the current EPA regulatorgdels for estimating
maximum CO concentrations at roadways. Carcinagesk is estimated based on
annual average concentrations over 70 years fatemregal and sensitive receptors and 40
years for worker receptors. Chronic non-carcinagask is also estimated based on
annual average concentrations. CAL3QHCR can be tasestimate carcinogenic health
risk for roadway risks.

AERMOD and ISCST3 can be used to estimate carcmodealth risk for both roadway
and non-roadway sources. AERMOD is the current Bpproved model for general air
dispersion modeling. Since CAL3QHCR and AERMOD theecurrent EPA approved
models, either may be used for air dispersion miegelFor CEQA modeling, SCAQMD
staff recommends use of any of these models (AERMODST3, or CAL3QHCR) or
HARP, which uses ISCST3.

Air Quality Analysis

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental @yaAct (CEQA) Air Quality
Handbook in 1993 to assist other public agenciés thie preparation of air quality
analyses. The SCAQMD recommends that the Lead Agese this Handbook as
guidance when preparing its air quality analysigpi€s of the Handbook are available
from the SCAQMD'’s Subscription Services Departmgntalling (909) 396-3720.
Additionally, the lead agency may wish to consideing the California Air Resources
Board (CARB) approved URBEMIS 2007 Model. This miadeavailable on the
SCAQMD Website atwww.agmd.gov/cega/models.htm

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adeeaair quality impacts that could
occur from all phases of the project and all alflytant sources related to the project. Air
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quality impacts from both construction (includingndolition, if any) and operations
should be calculated. Construction-related airiguahpacts typically include, but are

not limited to, emissions from the use of heavyydduipment from grading, earth-
loading/unloading, paving, architectural coatimgfé;road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-
duty construction equipment) and on-road mobilesesi(e.g., construction worker
vehicle trips, material transport trips). Operatiefated air quality impacts may include,
but are not limited to, emissions from stationayrses, area sources (e.g., solvents and
coatings), and vehicular trips (e.g., on- and o#¢ tailpipe emissions and entrained
dust). Air quality impacts from indirect sourcdsat is, sources that generate or attract
vehicular trips should be included in the analysis.

The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for calowga®M2.5 emissions from
construction and operational activities and proegsk connection with developing
PM2.5 calculation methodologies, the SCAQMD has dksveloped both regional and
localized significance thresholds. The SCAQMD staffuests that the Lead Agency
guantify PM2.5 emissions and compare the resuliseégecommended PM2.5
significance thresholds. Guidance for calculatiM2Es emissions and PM2.5
significance thresholds can be found at the folimpinternet address:
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/PM2_5/PM2_5.htm.

In addition to analyzing regional air quality impathe SCAQMD staff recommends
calculating localized air quality impacts and conmpgthe results to localized
significance thresholds (LSTs). LSTs can be usetdition to the recommended
regional significance thresholds as a second itidicaf air quality impacts when
preparing a CEQA document. Therefore, when pregdha air quality analysis for the
proposed project, it is recommended that the Igath@y perform a localized significance
analysis by either using the LSTs developed by8GAQMD or performing dispersion
modeling as necessary. Guidance for performingaliloed air quality analysis can be
found at:http://www.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/LST/LST.htm

Mitigation M easur es

In the event that the project generates signifieanerse air quality impacts, CEQA
Guidelines 815126.4 requires the Draft EIR to dbsawhich could minimize or
eliminate significant adverse air quality impadts.assist the Lead Agency with
identifying possible mitigation measures for theject, please refer to Chapter 11 of the
SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook for sample air djiamitigation measures. A
list of mitigation measures can be found on the QEGW’'s CEQA webpages at the
following internet addressvww.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/mitigation/MM_intro.htm

Additionally, SCAQMD’s Rule 403 — Fugitive Dust, dthe Implementation Handbook
contain numerous measures for controlling constaatlated emissions that should be
considered for use as CEQA mitigation if not otheewequired. Other measures to
reduce air quality impacts from land use projeets loe found in the SCAQMD’s
Guidance Document for Addressing Air Quality Issuie&eneral Plans and Local
Planning. This document can be found at the folhgwnternet address:
http://www.aqmd.gov/prdas/aqguide/aqguide.htm
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Contact

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 815086 the SCAQMD rstyuthat the Lead Agency send
a copy of the Draft EIR upon its completion. Th&wee comments are recommendations
for analyzing potential air quality impacts fronetproposed project that should be
included in the Draft EIR. The SCAQMD staff is dshle for consultation with the

Lead Agency to address any questions that may. afik&ase contact Dan Garcia, Air
Quality Specialist CEQA Section, at (909) 396-330¢0ou have any questions regarding
the enclosed comments.

Sincerely,

Susan Nakamura
Planning and Rules Manager
Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment
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