South Coast
Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-200@ www.agmd.gov

August 6, 2009
Mr. Jeff Horn
Urban and Regional Planner Il
Riverside County Planning Department
P.O. Box 1409
Riverside, CA 92502-1409

Dear Mr. Horn:

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental | mpact Report (Draft EIR) for the
French Valley Energy Center

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMiIaff appreciates the opportunity to commenthenGEQA
document for the French Valley Energy Center (FVE@ject. SCAQMD staff's comments are recomme aaati
regarding the analysis of potential air quality aogs from the proposed project that should be dediin the draft
environmental impact report (EIR). Since the psmubproject consists of stationary source equipsgnect to
SCAQMD rules, regulations, and permitting requiratsethe SCAQMD is considered a responsible agpocsuant
to CEQA Guidelines 815381. Therefore, please $aa&CAQMD a copy of the Draft EIR upon its comjalet In
addition, please send with the draft EIR all appendices or technical documentsrelated totheair quality analysis
and electronic versions of all air quality modeling and health risk assessment files. Electronic filesinclude
spreadsheets, database files, input files, output files, etc., and does not mean Adobe PDF files. Without all files
and supporting air quality documentation, SCAQM D staff will be unable to completeitsreview of the air
guality analysisin atimely manner. Any delaysin providing all supporting air quality documentation will
require additional timefor review beyond the end of the comment period.

The Initial Study prepared for the proposed propectcludes that air quality impacts will be lesartisignificant with
mitigation. The lead agency, Riverside Countytestéghat constructing of the FVEC would be tempoeard
localized and, therefore, “well below the significa threshold adopted by the SCAQMD...” No quarntigaanalysis
is provided to support this conclusion. Furthdthwegard to operational emissions the lead agstatgs that
emissions from the project “contribute to an erigtair qualities violation for a criteria pollutafiar which its level is
nonattainment. Since the lead agency has not itptargly demonstrated that construction air qyahtpacts are not
significant and has concluded that operationadjadlity impacts are significant, SCAQMD staff reguthat air
guality impacts be further analyzed in the drafR EThe following comments should assist the legaghay with
preparing an appropriate air quality analysis fiar proposed project.

Air Quality Analysis

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental @@yaAct (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to dssk
other public agencies with the preparation of aglily analyses. SCAQMD staff recommends that#wd Agency
use this Handbook as guidance when preparingritpuality analysis. Copies of the Handbook arelalke from the
SCAQMD’s Subscription Services Department by cgl809) 396-3720. Alternatively, the lead agen@ymwish to
consider using the California Air Resources Bo&@ARB) approved URBEMIS 2007 Model. This modelvsitable
on the SCAQMD Website atvww.urbemis.com Additional Guidance for preparing the air quaihalysis can be
found on the SCAQMD’s CEQA webpageswaivw.agmd.gov/ceqaas explained in the following paragraphs.

SCAQMD staff recommends that the Lead Agency idigatiy potential adverse air quality impacts thaild occur
from all phases of the project and all air pollttsources related to the project. Air quality ircgsafrom all phases of
construction (including demolition, if any) and ogtions should be calculated. Construction-relaieduality
impacts typically include, but are not limited &missions from the use of heavy-duty equipment fgoading, earth-
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loading/unloading, paving, architectural coatingf§;road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty consimaoequipment)
and on-road mobile sources (e.g., construction arorkhicle trips, material transport trips). Opierarelated air
guality impacts may include, but are not limiteddmissions from stationary sources (e.g., boiler®a sources (e.g.,
solvents and coatings), and vehicular trips (emr.,and off-road tailpipe emissions and entrainest)d Air quality
impacts from indirect sources, that is, sourcesdbaerate or attract vehicular trips should aksdloluded in the
analysis.

SCAQMD staff has developed a methodology for caliad) particulate matter (PM) 2.5 emissions fromstouction
and operational activities and processes. In adiorewith developing PM2.5 calculation methodots)iSCAQMD
staff has also developed both regional and lodalsignificance thresholds. SCAQMD staff requelstd the lead
agency quantify PM2.5 emissions and compare thdtsa® the recommended PM2.5 significance thratshol
Guidance for calculating PM2.5 emissions and PMiyBificance thresholds can be found at the follmpinternet
addresshttp://www.aqmd.gov/cega/handbook/PM2_5/PM2_5.html.

In addition to analyzing regional air quality impeSCAQMD staff recommends calculating localizedyaiality
impacts and comparing the results to localizedistgmce thresholds (LSTs). LST’s can be usedduition to the
recommended regional significance thresholds &sensl indication of air quality impacts when prépgua CEQA
document. Therefore, when preparing the air quatlitalysis for the proposed project, it is recomadeehthat the
Lead Agency perform a localized significance arialfpy either using the LSTs developed by SCAQMDf sta
performing dispersion modeling as necessary. @aielfor performing a localized air quality analysig be found at
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/LST/LST.html

If circumstances arise where the proposed projegt aitract or generate a substantial number ofuddni trips,
especially heavy-duty diesel-fueled vehicles, SCARMaff requests that the lead agency perform almeburce
health risk assessment. Guidance for performimghile source health risk assessment (“Health Rggdessment
Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risk from Mobile SmubDiesel Idling Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Algsis”)
can be found on the SCAQMD’s CEQA web pages afdih@wing internet address:
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/mobile_toxic/n@kiioxic.html An analysis of all toxic air contaminant
impacts due to the decommissioning or use of egeiippotentially generating such air pollutants $thalso be
included.

Mitigation M easur es

In the event that the proposed FVEC project geassignificant adverse air quality impacts, CEQduiees that all
feasible mitigation measures that go beyond whiadaired by law be utilized during project constion and
operation to minimize or eliminate significant atsesair quality impacts. To assist the Lead Agemitly identifying
possible mitigation measures for the project, @eaaer to Chapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Qualitandbook
for sample air quality mitigation measures. Aduill mitigation measures can be found on the SCAQMIEQA
web pages at the following internet addressw.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/mitigation/MM _intro.ht&dditionally,
SCAQMD’s Rule 403 — Fugitive Dust, and the assecid®ule 403 Implementation Handbook contain nunwerou
measures for controlling construction-related emissthat should be considered for use as CEQAyatitin
measures if not otherwise required. Other meadanesiuce air quality impacts from land use prigjean be found
in the SCAQMD’s Guidance Document for Addressing @uality Issues in General Plans and Local Plannifhis
document is electronically available at the folloginternet address:
http://www.agmd.gov/prdas/agguide/agguide.htinl addition, guidance on sitting incompatibledauses in close
proximity with each other can be found in the Gatiia Air Resources Board’s Air Quality and LandeUWsandbook:
A Community Perspective, which can be found atfétlewing internet address:
http://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdPursuant to state CEQA Guidelines 815126.4 Y@jlany impacts
resulting from mitigation measures must also beutised.

Data Sour ces

SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports aathdre available by calling the SCAQMD’s Publitohmation
Center at (909) 396-2039. Most of the informathmailable through the Public Information Centealiso available
on the SCAQMD’s Homepagéttp://www.agmd.qgoy
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SCAQMD Rules and Regulations

The proposed project includes new stationary eqeiijiraources that have the potential to emit caitpaillutants and
volatile organic compounds (an ozone and PM precyrsliutant), so it is subject to the following SQMD rules
and regulations. In particular the proposed ptdgesubject Regulation Il — Permits. At a minimuhe proposed
project is subject to Rule 201 — Permit to Consfraied Rule 203 — Permit to Operate. Since thpqs®e project
includes new stationary source equipment, deperatirthe annual emissions it will be subject toaitRegulation
XIlIl — New Source Review, or Rule 2005 — New SourRaiew for RECLAIM, requirements. In either catbes
applicable stationary source equipment would bgestito best available control technology (BACTu&ements,
modeling requirements, and, if subject to RegutaXdil and emissions are greater than four tonsyear for
applicable nonattainment or precursor pollutantgssion offsets will also be required. If the jhas the potential
to emit air toxics, it may also be subject to RLA®1 — New Source Review of Toxic Air Contaminarfar
assistance with SCAQMD permit requirements the bgghcy and project proponent can contact SCAQNPRIsNit
Services by calling 909.396.3385 or 909.396.2668.

SCAQMD staff is willing to work with the Lead Ageynto ensure that project-related emissions arg and
accurately quantified and, as necessary, mitigatéide maximum extent feasible. Please contactdD&arcia, Air
Quality Specialist, CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3#0/bu have any questions regarding this letter.

Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources
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cc: Mike Mills
Edwin Pupka



