
 

 

 

 
SENT VIA E-MAIL AND USPS:  April 28, 2016 

sdjones@planning.lacounty.gov 

 

Mr. Steven Jones 

County of Los Angeles – Department of Regional Planning 

Land Divisions Section, Room 1382 

320 West Temple St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 

Los Valles Project No.: 98-034-(5) 

 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment 

on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency 

and should be incorporated into the Final EIR. 

 

In the project description, the Lead Agency proposes the construction of 497 single family homes and 

disturbing approximately 269 acres and 7,569,517 cubic yards of soil (Figure 4.0-10).   The proposed 

Project will take approximately seven years to construct.  In the Air Quality Section, the Lead Agency 

quantified the Project’s construction and operation air quality impacts and compared those impacts with 

the SCAQMD’s recommended regional and localized daily significance thresholds.  Based on its 

analyses, the Lead Agency has determined that construction of the Project would exceed regional NOx 

thresholds and localized NOx, PM10 and PM2.5 thresholds. Even with the proposed mitigation measures, 

the regional and localized impacts from construction emissions associated with the Project would be 

significant and unavoidable. The SCAQMD staff recommends that the proposed Project include all 

feasible mitigation measures in the Final EIR to further reduce the projected significant construction 

impacts.  Details are included in the attachment. 

   

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, SCAQMD staff requests that the Lead Agency 

provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of 

the Final EIR.  Further, staff is available to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any 

other questions that may arise.  Please contact Jack Cheng, Air Quality Specialist, at (909) 396-2448, if 

you have any questions regarding the enclosed comments. 

 

 

      Sincerely, 

Jillian Wong       
      Jillian Wong, Ph.D. 

      Program Supervisor 

      Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources 
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Additional Construction Mitigation Measures 

 

• Since the Project is considered a large operation (50 acre sites or more of disturbed surface area; or 

daily earth-moving operations of 3,850 cubic yards or more on three days in any year) in the South 

Coast Air Basin, the Lead Agency is required to comply with all SCAQMD Rule 403(e) – Additional 

Requirements for Large Operations.  This may include but not limited to Large Operation 

Notification, appropriate signage, additional dust control measures, and employment of a dust control 

supervisor that has successfully completed the Dust Control in the South Coast Air Basin training 

class.  Therefore, the Final EIR should contain a detailed description of how the Project will comply 

with Rule 403(e).  Please contact dustcontrol@aqmd.gov for more information. 

 

Additional requirements include but are not limited to:  

� Implementation of Table 2 of Rule 403 at all times and implementation of the actions 

specified in Table 3 of Rule 403 when applicable.  

� Submittal of a fully executed Large Operation Notification to the Executive Officer. 

� Maintenance of daily records to document the specific dust control actions taken. 

� Installation and maintenance of project signage with project contact person that meets the 

minimum standards of Rule 403 Implementation Handbook. 

� Identification of a dust control supervisor that has completed the AQMD Fugitive Dust 

Control Class.  

 

• Require the use of 2010 and newer diesel haul trucks (e.g., material delivery trucks and 

import/export) and if the Lead Agency determines that 2010 model year or newer diesel trucks cannot 

be obtained the Lead Agency shall use trucks that meet EPA 2007 model year NOx emissions 

requirements. 

 

• A copy of each unit’s certified tier specification, BACT documentation, and CARB or SCAQMD 

operating permit shall be provided at the time of mobilization of each applicable unit of equipment. 

 

• On-site equipment should be alternative fueled.  

 

• Require the use of electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel or gasoline power 

generators. 

 

• Provide minimum buffer zone of 300 meters (approximately 1,000 feet) between truck traffic and 

sensitive receptors. 

• Limit the daily number of trucks allowed at each facility to levels analyzed in the Final EIR.  If higher 

daily truck volumes are anticipated to visit the site, the Lead Agency should commit to re-evaluating 

the project through CEQA prior to allowing this higher activity level.  

• Provide food options, fueling, truck repair and or convenience stores on-site to minimize the need for 

trucks to traverse through residential neighborhoods.  

• Encourage construction contractors to apply for SCAQMD “SOON” funds.  Incentives could be 

provided for those construction contractors who apply for SCAQMD “SOON” funds.  The “SOON” 

program provides funds to accelerate cleanup of off-road diesel vehicles, such as heavy duty 

construction equipment.  More information on this program can be found at the following website:  

http://www.aqmd.gov/tao/Implementation/SOONProgram.htm 

For additional measures to reduce off-road construction equipment, refer to the mitigation measure 

tables located at the following website: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/mitigation/MM_intro.html. 


