
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

 

TOSCO LOS ANGELES REFINERY, WILMINGTON PLANT 

CARB PHASE 3 PROPOSED PROJECT 

 

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This Appendix has been added to the Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) for 

the proposed Tosco CARB Phase 3 Reformulated Fuels Project to include the comment 

letters and responses to comments received on the Draft EIR.   

 

The Initial Study, Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a DEIR, and the DEIR were circulated 

for public review and were otherwise available at the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District, 21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, California 91765-4182 or 

by phone at (909) 396-3600.  Portions of the DEIR can also be downloaded by contacting 

the SCAQMD’s CEQA web pages at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/nonaqmd.html. 

 

The DEIR for the proposed project was released on January 16, 2001 for a 45-day public 

review and comment period.  The DEIR contained responses to all comments received on 

the NOP.  In addition, the DEIR contained a detailed project description, the 

environmental setting for each environmental resource where the NOP determined there 

was a potential significant impact, an analysis of the potentially significant environmental 

impacts, including cumulative impacts, project alternatives, and other areas of discussion 

as required by CEQA.  The discussion of environmental impacts included a detailed 

analysis of air quality, geology/soil, hazards and hazardous materials, noise, and 

transportation/traffic.   

 

The SCAQMD received one comment letter on the Draft EIR during the public comment 

period.  The one comment letter was from the City of Los Angeles Fire Department.  The 

responses to that comment letter are presented in this Appendix.   
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LETTER FROM CITY OF LOS ANGELES FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

Fire Department 

January 23, 2001 

 

 

Response 1-1 

 

The comment primarily provides information regarding the Fire Department 

requirements and there are no specific comments on the proposed project.   The existing 

Tosco Refinery Wilmington Plant (Wilmington Plant) currently meets the fire-flow 

requirements of the City Fire Department and no changes or modifications will be 

required for the purposed project.   

 

Response 1-2 

 

As required, the Wilmington Plant has more than two ingress/egress roads for each area 

that provide adequate clearance for major fire apparatus and can be used for evacuation 

during emergency situations, if necessary.  At least eight gates are located at the Plant 

that provide ingress/egress to the site.  These gates have been used by Tosco and the Fire 

Department during training exercises and have provided adequate clearance to move fire-

fighting equipment into and out of the Plant.  

 

The Wilmington Plant also has on-site fire hydrants that have been approved by the Fire 

Department. New fire hydrants will be required to comply with fire codes in the area of 

the Alkylation Unit.  The new fire hydrants will conform to the requirements of the Fire 

Department and be compatible with Fire Department equipment.  Private streets and 

entry gates have been built to City standards and no changes to these are required as part 

of the proposed project. 

 

 Response 1-3 

 

Tosco has and will continue to participate in the Unified Hazardous Waste and 

Hazardous Materials Management Program and has submitted the required information to 

the Fire Department under this program for the existing Refinery.  Tosco does not expect 

to store additional materials as part of the proposed project that have not been previously 

reported to the Fire Department under this program. All changes due to the proposed 

project will be evaluated and required modifications to the Program, if any, will be 

forwarded to the Fire Department. 

 

Response 1-4 

 

The Wilmington Plant is an existing operating refinery and has submitted a Risk 

Management Plan to the Fire Department under the CalARP requirements.  The proposed 

project is not expected to store any additional regulated substances or additional 



quantities of regulated substances.  Therefore, the proposed project is not expected to 

require changes to the Risk Management Plan (RMP).  All changes due to the proposed 

project will be continuously evaluated and required modifications to the RMP, if any, 

will be forwarded to the Fire Department.   

 

Response 1-5 

 

The proposed project will not expose additional people to local fire hazards.  All 

components of the project were analyzed in the document, including flash fires, 

explosions, toxic vapor clouds and radiation.  The complete hazard analysis can be found 

in Volume III of the Draft EIR.  The project will not increase the amount of crude 

throughput or gasoline production, and there will not be an increase in the intensity of a 

potential hazard.  The project will not be located any closer to existing commercial, 

industrial, or residential areas than the existing refining structures.  A hazard analysis was 

completed for the proposed modifications during the operational phase (see Volume I 

pages 4-27 through 4-36).  This analysis evaluated the existing hazards at the Wilmington 

Plant and compared those to the hazards following completion of the proposed project.  It 

was determined that the proposed Plant modifications and additions would not result in 

substantially larger potential hazard zones on-site as well as off-site than those posed by 

the existing Plant configuration.  This result is primarily due to the nature of many of the 

modifications. The hazard analysis concluded that the proposed project would not result 

in any fire hazard that would extend off-site for the following reasons. 

 

 Slight modification of a unit such that the vessel generating the largest 

potential hazard is unchanged (e.g., Butamer). 

 

 Addition of equivalent equipment such that the potential hazards added are the 

same as those which already existing (e.g., railcar and truck loading).   

 

 Exchanging products of equivalent hazard in storage (e.g., for the atmospheric 

storage tanks the hazards associated with atmospheric storage of liquid 

hydrocarbons are basically equal and do not extend off-site). 

 

Therefore, the EIR concluded that there would be no significant impacts.   

 

The City Fire Department was contacted to provide clarification regarding the comment 

related to inadequate fire fighting facilities in the vicinity.  The City Fire Department 

considers its own existing fire-fighting facilities in the vicinity to be inadequate.  That 

assessment is associated with the baseline or existing conditions of the area surrounding 

the Wilmington Plant and not the proposed project itself.  The Wilmington Plant will 

continue to voluntarily maintain and operate its own on-site fire department, which 

augments the City of Los Angeles Fire Department when responding to emergencies at 

the refinery.  The Wilmington Plant maintains a fully-trained 24-hour emergency 

response team; maintains fire-fighting equipment, including fire engines and foam 

pumping trucks or trailers; and maintains manual and automatic fire suppression systems 

for flammable and combustible materials.  Tosco staff provides first response in the event 



of an emergency and is backed up by the City Fire Department, as needed.  Wilmington 

Plant staff trains with the City Fire Department, by conducting on-site fire training 

exercises with the City Fire Department staff annually.  The proposed project will not 

increase the requirements for additional or altered fire protection.   

 

There is not a single access route into the Wilmington Plant.  It currently maintains 

multiple fire access routes (at least eight gates) into the site and the proposed project will 

not alter the existing access routes.  Multiple fire access routes will continue to be 

maintained at the site. 

 

The facility is in compliance with current applicable requirements.  The Wilmington 

Plant currently maintains adequate fire lane access within the Plant and no modifications 

to fire lanes are expected as part of the proposed project.  Tosco conducts fire-training 

exercises with its on-site fire department and with the City Fire Department as well.  The 

City Fire Department has not indicated a problem with access.  The fire drills have 

demonstrated that fire lanes provide adequate width so that fire equipment can be moved 

into the appropriate Plant locations.  The Plant also has procedures to assure that 

adequate lane width is maintained including prohibition of parking in certain areas and 

the requirement that keys be left in vehicles parked in certain areas.  

 

Response 1-6 

 

The proposed project will comply with all applicable state and local fire codes, 

ordinances, laws, etc., including applicable Fire Protection and Fire Prevention Plan 

requirements.  The facility is expected to work with the City Fire Department to ensure 

all applicable regulations and codes are adhered to. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
March 7, 2001 
 

 

Richard A. Warford 

Assistant Fire Marshal 

Bureau of Fire Prevention and Public Safety 

City of Los Angeles, Fire Department 

200 N. Main Street, Room 920 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

VIA FACSIMILE (213) 847-3441 

 

Dear Mr. Warford: 

 

Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Tosco Los Angeles Refinery 

Wilmington Plant CARB Phase 3 Proposed Project (SCH 2000091056) 

 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) received your comment 

letter regarding the above referenced project.  Thank you for reviewing and providing 

comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Tosco Los Angeles 

Refinery Wilmington Plant CARB Phase 3 Proposed Project.  A copy of your comment 

letter and a draft response are enclosed. 

 

The Final EIR, which also will include the responses to your comments, will be sent to 

you upon certification.  The Final EIR is expected to be considered for certification this 

month.  If you have any questions or need other information on the environmental 

analysis for this project, please call me at (909) 396-2706. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Michael A. Krause 

Air Quality Specialist 

CEQA Section 

 

 

Enclosure 

 
(c:\ceqa\tosco\comlet1.doc) 

 


