NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:  
County Clerk, County of Los Angeles
From:
SCAQMD


12400 E. Imperial Highway, Room 2001

21865 Copley Drive


Norwalk, CA 90650

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH §21108 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE AND §15096 OF THE CEQA GUIDELINES

Project Title:  Addendum to the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Ultramar Inc. – Valero Wilmington Refinery Alkylation Improvement Project

	SCH Number:  20030536
	Date Certified:  December 7, 2005

	Contact Person:  James Koizumi
	Telephone Number:  (909) 396-3234


Project Location:  2402 East Anaheim Street, Wilmington, California.

Project Description:  Operators at the Ultramar Inc. – Valero Wilmington Refinery (Refinery) are proposing additional changes to its alkylation improvement project previously evaluated in the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and certified on December 16, 2004.  The previously evaluated project evaluated the elimination of concentrated hydrofluoric acid (HF) by replacing the existing alkylation process with the proprietary Reduce Volatility Alkylation Process (ReVAP) and other improvements related to the California Reformulated Gasoline (RFG 3) requirements and the Governor’s executive order directing the elimination of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) according to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) entered by SCAQMD and the Refinery on February 12, 2003.  The project includes modifications to existing process operating units, construction and installation of new equipment, and the demolition of existing affected equipment.  

Subsequent to the certification of the Final EIR, Refinery operators determined that the northern portion of the water deluge system (water curtain and overhead monitors) would need to be removed to accommodate the construction proposed under the Final EIR.  The proposed portion of the water deluge system to be removed has a capacity of delivering 4,268 gallons per minute of water to mitigate an accidental release of HF and prevent it from drifting off-site.  Refinery operators propose to install two portable monitors and a fire gun monitor to provide the same water coverage as currently provided by the proposed portion of the existing water deluge system to be removed.  The proposed project is not expected to create any new significant adverse environmental impacts outside of the scope of the analyses already contained in the previously certified Final EIR.

This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) as the Lead Agency for the above described project has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1. The proposed modifications to the original project described in the Addendum to the Final EIR would not have a significant adverse impact on the environment.

2. An Addendum to the Final EIR was prepared and certified for this project by the SCAQMD pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures were not made a condition of the approval of this project.

4. A Statement of Findings and a Statement of Overriding Considerations were not required for this project since no new additional adverse significant impacts were identified.

The Addendum to the Final EIR, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at:  SCAQMD Headquarters, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765.


________________________
Signature:
________________________________________

    Date Received for filing



Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer

