Notice of Determination - Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the LADWP Electrical Generation Stations Modifications Project

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:  
County Clerk, County of Los Angeles
From:
SCAQMD


12400 E. Imperial Highway, Room 2001

21865 Copley Drive


Norwalk, CA 90650

Diamond Bar, CA 91765
SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH §21108 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE AND §15096 OF THE CEQA GUIDELINES

Project Title:  Addendum to the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the BP Carson Refinery (Formerly ARCO Los Angeles Refinery) California Air Resources Board (CARB) Phase 3/Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) Phase-out Project

	SCH Number:  2000061074
	Date Certified:  April 6, 2005

	Contact Person:  Barbara A. Radlein
	Telephone Number:  (909) 396-2716


Project Location:  1801 East Sepulveda Boulevard, Carson, California.
Project Description:  BP is proposing additional changes to its project previously evaluated in the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and certified in May 2001.  The previously evaluated project included modifications to existing process operating units, construction and installation of new equipment, and the addition of ancillary facilities in order to manufacture gasoline that complies with the Governor’s MTBE phase-out mandate and the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Reformulated Gasoline Phase 3 specifications.  Subsequent to the certification of the Final EIR in May 2001, BP proposes to modify certain components specific to the MTBE/Iso-octene conversion project at the Carson Refinery.  BP applied for and was issued permits to construct the MTBE/Iso-octene conversion.  The key components of the proposed modifications are to:  1) convert the existing MTBE unit to a unit that produces iso-octene by modifying the existing MTBE reactor and adding with a new second reactor in series; 2) install new water injection pumps; and 3) modify two existing distillation columns, one existing surge vessel, and three existing heat exchangers.  The proposed project will also require a different equipment configuration that will involve different modifications to piping and control systems than what was previously evaluated in the Final EIR.  The proposed project is not expected to create any new significant adverse environmental impacts outside of the scope of the analyses already contained in the previously certified Final EIR.
This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) as the Lead Agency for the above described project has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1. The proposed modifications to the original project described in the Final EIR will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment.

2. An Addendum to the Final EIR was prepared and certified for this project by the SCAQMD pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures were not made a condition of the approval of this project.

4. A Statement of Findings and a Statement of Overriding Considerations were not required for this project since no new additional adverse significant impacts were identified.

The Addendum to the Final EIR, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at:  SCAQMD Headquarters, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765.


________________________
Signature:







    Date Received for filing



Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer

Title:  Addendum to the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the BP Carson Refinery (Formerly ARCO Los Angeles Refinery) California Air Resources Board (CARB) Phase 3/Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE) Phase-out Project
Date Certified:  April 6, 2005
Location:  Los Angeles County
Project Proponent:  BP Carson Refinery (Formerly ARCO Los Angeles Refinery)
Addresses of Project Proponent:  1801 East Sepulveda Boulevard, Carson, California.
Project Description:  BP is proposing additional changes to its project previously evaluated in the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and certified in May 2001.  The previously evaluated project included modifications to existing process operating units, construction and installation of new equipment, and the addition of ancillary facilities in order to manufacture gasoline that complies with the Governor’s MTBE phase-out mandate and the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Reformulated Gasoline Phase 3 specifications.  Subsequent to the certification of the Final EIR in May 2001, BP proposes to modify certain components specific to the MTBE/Iso-octene conversion project at the Carson Refinery.  BP applied for and was issued permits to construct the MTBE/Iso-octene conversion.  The key components of the proposed modifications are to:  1) convert the existing MTBE unit to a unit that produces iso-octene by modifying the existing MTBE reactor and adding with a new second reactor in series; 2) install new water injection pumps; and 3) modify two existing distillation columns, one existing surge vessel, and three existing heat exchangers.  The proposed project will also require a different equipment configuration that will involve different modifications to piping and control systems than what was previously evaluated in the Final EIR.  The proposed project is not expected to create any new significant adverse environmental impacts outside of the scope of the analyses already contained in the previously certified Final EIR.

Findings of Exemption:  An Addendum to the Final EIR was prepared for the proposed modifications pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15164, an Addendum need not be circulated for public review.  The Addendum to the Final EIR prepared for the modifications to the proposed project concluded that the proposed project would have no direct or indirect effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Further, no secondary adverse impacts to plant and animal life were identified that would result from the project.

The SCAQMD, as the Lead Agency for the proposed project, has found that, when considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence that the proposed project, as modified, will have potential for any new adverse effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which wildlife depends.  Accordingly, based upon the preceding information, the SCAQMD has, on the basis of substantial evidence, rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in §753.5 (d), Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.

Certification:  I hereby certify that as the decision maker of the Lead Agency, the SCAQMD has made the above findings of fact for this project and that based upon the SCAQMD’s consideration of the Addendum to the Final EIR the project will not individually or cumulatively have significant adverse effects on wildlife resources, as defined in §711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.


________________________
Signature:
________________________________________

    Date Received for filing



Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer

-2-

