Notice of Determination - Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the LADWP Electrical Generation Stations Modifications Project

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:  
County Clerk, County of Los Angeles
From:
SCAQMD


12400 E. Imperial Highway, Room 2001

21865 Copley Drive


Norwalk, CA 90650

Diamond Bar, CA 91765
SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH §21108 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE AND §15096 OF THE CEQA GUIDELINES

Project Title:  Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the BP Carson Refinery Compliance and Safety Project

	SCH Number:  2005051150
	Date Certified:  July 13, 2005

	Contact Person:  Barbara A. Radlein
	Telephone Number:  (909) 396-2716


Project Location:  1801 East Sepulveda Boulevard, Carson, California.
Project Description:  BP West Coast Products LLC (BP) is proposing modifications to four components at its Carson Refinery.  These four components are collectively known as the BP Carson Refinery Compliance and Safety Project.  The purposes of these modifications are to: 1) remedy past Notices of Violation (NOV) of SCAQMD Rule 402 and to avoid future odor complaints by replacing the existing Tank 710 with a new sour water surge tank that is designed to prevent releases of hydrogen sulfide (H2S) and ammonia (NH3); 2) remedy an NOV issued in May 2004 for “failure to maintain equipment in good operating condition” by replacing several components of the No. 51 Vacuum Distillation Unit, including the vacuum distillation tower; 3) comply with SCAQMD Rule 1173 by replacing the No. 1 Crude Unit’s existing pressure relief valves with a system that will control emissions to the atmosphere when excessive internal pressures build up in the unit; and, 4) comply with SCAQMD Rule 1173 by replacing all three pressure relief valves in the Butane Tank Car Loading Rack station and routing the discharges to the South Area (Coker) Flare to control emissions to the atmosphere when excessive internal pressures build up in the equipment.  The Final MND identified potentially significant effects for cumulative air quality impacts for NOx emissions during construction and potentially significant effects for cultural resources and traffic/transportation impacts during construction, but revisions to the proposed project are expected to mitigate these effects to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur.  Thus, the proposed project, as revised to include mitigation measures, is not expected to have a significant effect on the environment.  
This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) as the Lead Agency for the above described project has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1. The proposed project as described in the Final MND will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment.

2. A Final MND was prepared and certified for this project by the SCAQMD pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of this project.

4. A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan was adopted for this project.

5. A Statement of Findings and a Statement of Overriding Considerations were not required for this project since no adverse significant impacts were identified.

The Final MND, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at:  SCAQMD Headquarters, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765.


________________________
Signature:







    Date Received for filing



Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer

Title:  Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the BP Carson Refinery Compliance and Safety Project
Date Certified:  July 13, 2005
Location:  Los Angeles County

Project Proponent:  BP West Coast Products, LLC (BP)
Addresses of Project Proponent:  1801 East Sepulveda Boulevard, Carson, CA, 90749
Project Description:  BP West Coast Products LLC (BP) is proposing modifications to four components at its Carson Refinery.  These four components are collectively known as the BP Carson Refinery Compliance and Safety Project.  The purposes of these modifications are to: 1) remedy past Notices of Violation (NOV) of SCAQMD Rule 402 and to avoid future odor complaints by replacing the existing Tank 710 with a new sour water surge tank that is designed to prevent releases of hydrogen sulfide (H2S) and ammonia (NH3); 2) remedy an NOV issued in May 2004 for “failure to maintain equipment in good operating condition” by replacing several components of the No. 51 Vacuum Distillation Unit, including the vacuum distillation tower; 3) comply with SCAQMD Rule 1173 by replacing the No. 1 Crude Unit’s existing pressure relief valves with a system that will control emissions to the atmosphere when excessive internal pressures build up in the unit; and, 4) comply with SCAQMD Rule 1173 by replacing all three pressure relief valves in the Butane Tank Car Loading Rack station and routing the discharges to the South Area (Coker) Flare to control emissions to the atmosphere when excessive internal pressures build up in the equipment.  The Final MND identified potentially significant effects for cumulative air quality impacts for NOx emissions during construction and potentially significant effects for cultural resources and traffic/transportation impacts during construction, but revisions to the proposed project are expected to mitigate these effects to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur.  Thus, the proposed project, as revised to include mitigation measures, is not expected to have a significant effect on the environment.  
Findings of Exemption:  A Final MND, which includes an Initial Study, was prepared for the proposed project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.  The MND was circulated 30 days for public review and comment.  No comment letters were received during the public comment period.  The Final MND prepared for the proposed project concluded that the proposed project would have no direct or indirect effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Further, no secondary adverse impacts to plant and animal life were identified that would result from the proposed project.  No comments were received with regards to biological resources refuting the conclusions in the MND. 
The SCAQMD, as the Lead Agency for the proposed project, has found that, when considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence that the proposed project, as modified, will have potential for any new adverse effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which wildlife depends.  Accordingly, based upon the preceding information, the SCAQMD has, on the basis of substantial evidence, rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in §753.5 (d), Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.

Certification:  I hereby certify that as the decision maker of the Lead Agency, the SCAQMD has made the above findings of fact for this project and that based upon the SCAQMD’s consideration of the Final MND the project will not individually or cumulatively have significant adverse effects on wildlife resources, as defined in §711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.


________________________
Signature:
________________________________________

    Date Received for filing



Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer
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