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21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182

(909) 396-2000 ( www.aqmd.gov




August 10, 2006

County of Los Angeles

County Clerk, Mr. Harnell Harper

12400 E. Imperial Hwy, Room 2001.

Norwalk, CA  90650

Mr. Harper:

Enclosed please find two copies of the Notice of Determination (NOD) for the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared for the Chevron Products Company – El Segundo Refinery Heavy Crude Project (SCH #2005091152).  The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) document for the proposed project was certified on August 9, 2006.  Please record and post according to the provisions of CEQA.  

The NOD contained herein is for permits to construct/operate for which the SCAQMD has prepared the Final EIR.  Enclosed is a check for $25.00 required by the County of Los Angeles to post the NOD for 30 days in accordance with the provisions of CEQA Guidelines §15094(d). 

SCAQMD has determined that the proposed project will have a de minimus impact on wildlife and the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Therefore, the project is exempt from the Department of Fish and Game filing fee pursuant to §753.5 (a)(3), Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR).  The Certificate of Fee Exemption form is also included as required pursuant to §753.5 (c), Title 14, CCR.

Please confirm receipt of one copy of the NOD and return it to the undersigned in the self-addressed envelope enclosed.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (909) 396-3054.  

Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor

Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources

Enclosures

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:
County Clerk, Mr. Harnell Harper
From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District


County of Los Angeles




21865 Copley Drive


12400 E. Imperial Hwy, Room 2001


Diamond Bar, California 91765


Norwalk, California 90650

SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 



21108 OR 21152 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE

Project Title:
Final Environmental Impact Report for Chevron Products Company – El Segundo Refinery



Heavy Crude Project 
SCH Number: 
2005091152


Date Certified:
August 9, 2006

Contact Person:
Michael Krause

Telephone Number: 909-396-2706
Project Location:
324 West El Segundo Boulevard, El Segundo, California (Los Angeles County)
Project Description:

Chevron Products Company (Chevron) is proposing to modify the El Segundo Refinery (Refinery) to enable the Refinery to maintain or slightly increase its current production levels of saleable products while processing more heavy crude oil and less light crude oil than it currently processes.  Maintaining current production levels of saleable products while processing more heavy crude oil will require an annual increase of approximately five percent in the total amount of crude oil processed by the refinery.  The proposed project will also reduce sulfur dioxide (SO2) emissions from refinery fuel gas combustion.

This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has approved the above described project on August 9, 2006, and has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1. The Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

2. The Final EIR concluded that the proposed project would have significant unavoidable adverse impacts on the environment related to air quality during construction and hazards during operation.  The Final EIR also concluded that the proposed project would have significant unavoidable adverse cumulative impacts on the environment related to air quality during construction and operation; hazards during operation; and traffic during construction.
3. Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, the SCAQMD, as the Lead Agency, is filing this Notice of Determination. 

4. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of this project.

5. A mitigation monitoring program, prepared pursuant to Public Resource Code §21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines §15097, was adopted for this project.

6. Findings were made pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15091.

7. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for this project since significant adverse impacts were identified for air quality during construction and hazards during operation.

The Final EIR, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at: SCAQMD, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA. 91765


________________________

Signature:_________________________


Date Received for Filing



Barry R. Wallerstein, D. Env.









Executive Officer

California Department of Fish and Game

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION

De Minimis Impact Finding

Title:


Final Environmental Impact Report for Chevron Products Company – El Segundo Refinery 



Heavy Crude Project 
Date Certified:
August 9, 2006
Location:

Los Angeles County
Project Proponent:
Chevron Products Company 
Address of Project Proponent:
324 West El Segundo Boulevard, El Segundo, California 90245
Project Description: 
Chevron Products Company (Chevron) is proposing to modify the El Segundo Refinery (Refinery) to enable the Refinery to maintain or slightly increase its current production levels of saleable products while processing more heavy crude oil and less light crude oil than it currently processes.  Maintaining current production levels of saleable products while processing more heavy crude oil will require an annual increase of approximately five percent in the total amount of crude oil processed by the refinery.  The proposed project will also reduce sulfur dioxide (SO2) emissions from refinery fuel gas combustion.
Findings of Exemption:

The Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR), which includes a Notice of Preparation/Initial Study and Draft EIR, was prepared for the proposed project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.  The Draft EIR was circulated for 45 days for public review and comment.  Two comment letters were received during the public comment period, and one additional letter was received after the close of the public comment period, but no comment letter refuted the conclusion that the proposed project would not create significant adverse environmental impacts to wildlife or the resources on which it depends.  The Final EIR prepared for the proposed project concluded that the proposed project would have no direct or indirect effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Further, no secondary adverse impacts to plant and animal life were identified that would result from the proposed project.

The SCAQMD, as the Lead Agency for the proposed project, has found that, when considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence that the proposed project will have potential for adverse effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which wildlife depends.  Accordingly, based upon the preceding information, the SCAQMD has, on the basis of substantial evidence, rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in Section 753.5(d), Title 14, California Code of Regulations.

Certification:

I hereby certify that the decisionmaker of the lead agency has made the above findings of fact for this project and that based upon the Final EIR and hearing record, the proposed project will not individually or cumulatively have adverse effects on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.





______________________________________________





Barry R. Wallerstein, D. Env.





Executive Officer





Lead Agency:  South Coast Air Quality Management District





Date:   August 9, 2006
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