
PERP Requirements 
 

Richard Lao 
Air Quality Inspector II 



PERP 
 

Portable Equipment Registration Program 

Overview Training 

10/13/11 



Outline 

• History 

• What is PERP? 

• PERP Applicability 

• Requirements 

 

 



History 

• Portable engines >50 BHP have been subject to AQMD 
permit requirements since 1988 

 
• 1996/97 – CARB Adopted PERP and AQMD Amended Rule 

219 

– Portable engines with valid statewide PERP registration 
are exempt from AQMD permit 



What is PERP? 

• PERP Registration 

– Valid statewide 

– AQMD Rules & PERP Regulation (CCR) 

 

• AQMD Permit 

– Valid only within AQMD boundaries  

– AQMD Rules 

 

Voluntary alternative to District Permits for qualifying 
portable equipment (Rule 203 (a)) 

If the equipment has both an AQMD permit and a PERP 
registration, the inspector will enforce the AQMD permit 
conditions when the equipment operates within AQMD’s 
jurisdiction  

 



Portable Equipment 

• Capable of being moved (wheels, skid...) 

• Does not reside at a location for more than 12 consecutive 
months 

• Is not moved solely for the purpose of re-setting the 
residency clock 

 

  



PERP Applicability – Portable Engines 

• Internal combustion engines (ICE) rated >50 brake 
horsepower (bhp), providing power for: 

– generators, wood-chippers, concrete pumps, drill rigs, 
rock crushers, welding machines, cranes, etc.  

 



PERP Applicability – Equipment Units 

• Sources of particulate matter (PM10), including: 

– abrasive blasting, rock crushing and screening, concrete 
batch plants, pavement grinding, conveyors, etc.    

 



Equipment NOT Eligible for PERP –  
AQMD Permits Required 

• Equipment not meeting the definition of portable (>12 
month residence) 

 
• Equipment units that are part of a stationary source 

permitted by a district 

 



Equipment NOT Eligible for PERP –  
AQMD Permits Required (continued) 

• Generators used to provide primary or supplemental power 
to a stationary source, except for:  

– unforeseen interruptions of electrical power 

– maintenance and repair operations 

– electrical upgrades - not to exceed 60 days 



Portable Equipment - Exemptions 

• Mobile sources 

– Engines that are used to propel mobile equipment 

– Engines that serve a dual purpose of propelling mobile 
equipment and powering equipment mounted on it 

 



Crusher is not exempt 

Dual-purpose engine is exempt 





Diesel Tier Chart 
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PERP Requirements: 
• Inspection 
•CARB placard 
• Registration certificate including operating conditions 
•Records 



Registration Certificate 



Operating Conditions 

• CARB Placard 

 
• Registration Certificate 



Operating Conditions (continued) 

• Insp. Requirement 

- 45 day inspection request 



Operating Conditions: Engines 

• Recordkeeping 

- Monthly 
- Specific Location 



PERP Review: Equipment Unit 

•Recordkeeping 
- Daily Throughput 
- PM10 Limit 
- Date & Location (including 
storage) 



Equipment Units (continued) 

• Notification Requirement 

- >5 days, 2 day notification 



Summary 

• All portable engines over 50 bhp that DO NOT power 
equipment to move require a CARB registration or an 
AQMD Permit to Operate 

 

• All equipment units that can emit particulate matter 
require a CARB registration or an AQMD Permit to 
Operate 

 

• Inspection requirements: placard, registration certificate, 
and records 



Training 



Contact Info 

California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
PERP Hotline: (916) 324-5869 

Email: portable@arb.ca.gov 

Website: www.arb.ca.gov/portable/portable.htm 

 

Portable Equipment Training 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/training/training.htm 

 

 



Contact Info 

South Coast AQMD 
PERP Hotline: (877) 810-6995 

Email: perp@aqmd.gov 

Website: www.aqmd.gov/comply/perp.htm 

 

General Permitting Assistance: 
Permitting Hotline: (909) 396-3385 


