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What is the South Coast Air Quality Management District?

South Coast AQMD is an air pollution control agency
• Includes Orange County and portions of Los Angeles, San 

Bernardino, and Riverside Counties
• Covers an area of 10,743 square miles
• Serves 17.5 million people with 11 million vehicles

Responsibilities include
• Controlling emissions from stationary sources 

(e.g., power plants, refineries, gas stations, painting facilities)
• Permitting and inspecting over 28,000 affected businesses
• Monitoring air quality and meeting federal and state air 

quality standards
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2022 Air Quality Management Plan
The Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) is an essential blueprint for actions by the 

South Coast AQMD to meet National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) 

Currently, the region is in nonattainment for the ozone 
standard and two of the PM2.5 standards
• The AQMP provides the latest control strategies to achieve attainment 

as expeditiously as practicable
• South Coast AQMD is required to update the plan on a regular basis

The 2022 AQMP addresses requirements for meeting the 
2015 NAAQS for ground-level ozone 
• Proposes 67% reduction in NOx emission over baseline levels by 2037
• Includes control measures for the industrial, commercial, and 

residential sectors based on accelerated deployment of the cleanest 
possible technologies available (e.g., zero-emission)
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Rule 1153.1 Amended in August 2023
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• Implementing 2022 
AQMP Control 
Measures C-CMB-03 
and L-CMB-01

First South Coast 
AQMD zero-
emission rule

• Bakery and cooking 
ovens less than 3 
MMBtu/hr 

• Indirect-fired bakery 
ovens

• Smokehouses

Zero-emission for 
certain 
equipment

• After January 1, 2027
• Required at end of 

equipment useful life 
but includes backstop 
date

Zero-Emission 
Effective Date



New Buildings (Industrial, 
Commercial, and Residential)
Effective date is aligned with state 

building code
Replacement at end of unit age

Rule 1146.2 Amended in June 2024

Existing Commercial and 
Industrial Buildings

Longer implementation timelines
Replacement at end of unit age

All Other Units (Existing 
Residential Buildings)

Replacement at natural turnover
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Emissions of Oxides of Nitrogen from Large Water Heaters and Small Boilers and Process Heaters
(Units less than 2 Million Btu/hour)

Zero-emission implementation dates start over period of 2026-2033
Alternative compliance options provide additional time or considerations



Outreach

Current Projects:

Proposed Amended Rule 
1111 (PAR 1111)

Residential and commercial 
space heating

Residential water heating

Proposed Amended Rule 
1121 (PAR 1121)

Preliminary Draft Rules and Draft Staff Report released on September 20th, 
revised version released November 5th

Public Process Initiated September 2023, held seven Working Group Meetings
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Reduction Of NOx Emissions From Natural Gas-Fired 
Furnaces

Reduction Of NOx Emissions From Small Natural Gas-Fired 
Water Heaters



Upcoming South Coast AQMD Rule Projects
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• Several rule 
projects have been 
initiated recently 

• Evaluating feasible 
zero-emission 
technologies 

Rule 1146
Control Measure L-CMB-02
Water heaters, boilers, process 
heaters above 5 million Btu/hr

Rule 1146.1
Control Measure L-CMB-02
Water heaters, boilers, process 
heaters 2-5 million Btu/hr



South Coast AQMD Go Zero Pilot Incentive Program

Cost is a barrier, so incentives are critical to an 
equitable transition to zero-emission appliances
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• Heat pump rebates for space and water heating
• $21 million funding for the pilot phase
• 75% of funding allocated to overburdened 

communities
• Higher rebates for overburdened communities
• Potentially future phases to implement lessons 

learned
• Potentially fivefold increase in future funding

The pilot program will include:

Program launch anticipated early 2025

Single Family
$9 million

Installer Training
$1 million

Outreach 
and Application Assistance

$1 million

Small Business
$5 million

Multifamily
$5 million
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