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Metrolink Offers Free Rides on Earth Day to Entice Commuters to
Leave Cars at Home
LOS ANGELES – Today, Metrolink urged Southern California commuters to leave
their cars at home on Earth Day and pledge to take public transportation. To make
that easier, Metrolink will provide free rides on its regional rail system on Monday,
April 22.
Earth Day is an international recognition observed in 193 countries to demonstrate
support for environmental protection.
“Earth Day is the perfect time for people to sample Metrolink service for free,” said
Metrolink Board Chair Brian Humphrey. “Metrolink riders travel an average of 36
miles each way and choose safe, clean and reliable rail service instead of driving.
Every year, people who ride Metrolink reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) by
at least 120,000 metric tons.”
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has partnered with
Metrolink in encouraging commuters to park their cars and use public transportation
on Earth Day. The SCAQMD’s mission is to clean the air and protect the health of all
residents in the region through practical and innovative strategies.
“Partnering with Metrolink is a clear win for public health and air quality,” said
SCAQMD’s Executive Officer Wayne Nastri. “We have provided Metrolink $110 million
to purchase some of the cleanest and efficient locomotives in the region. These new
locomotives reduce nearly 13.75 tons of air pollution per year, an equivalent of
removing 783 cars off the road annually. We encourage commuters to ride Metrolink on
Earth Day and every day.”

Metrolink is preparing for higher ridership on Earth Day by increasing customer
service and call center support, adding ambassadors at high traffic stations and
platforms, while providing increased social media support for rider engagement.

“Offering free rides on Earth Day is a great way to help savvy commuters sample
Metrolink service and, once they try it, we think a lot of them will stay with us,” said
Metrolink CEO Stephanie Wiggins.
If just 1,000 people leave their cars at home and use public transit instead, the
region receives the environmental benefits of planting a 12-acre forest, roughly the
size of 10 football fields, according to data from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
Also, in celebration of Earth Day, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (Metro) will offer free rides on Metro Bus, Rail and Bike
Share Systems on Earth Day. Omnitrans, a public transit agency serving the San
Bernardino Valley, is offering a free mobile day pass via Token Transit for use
during Earth Week (April 22–26). The pass link will become active on April 21 or
people can download the free Token Transit app that week.
For more information about Metrolink, please visit www.metrolinktrains.com.
MEDIA CONTACT: Paul Gonzales at gonzalesp@scrra.net or (213) 305-9425.
ABOUT METROLINK (www.metrolinktrains.com)
Metrolink is Southern California's regional commuter rail service in its 26th year of
operation. Metrolink is governed by The Southern California Regional Rail Authority
(SCRRA), a joint powers authority made up of an 11-member board representing the
transportation commissions of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and
Ventura counties. Metrolink operates seven routes through a six-county, 538 routemile network. Metrolink’s passengers travel approximately 441 million miles each
year, making Metrolink the second busiest public transportation provider in Southern
California. Metrolink is the third largest commuter rail agency in the United States
based on directional route miles and the eighth largest based on annual ridership.
ABOUT SCAQMD (www.aqmd.gov)
South Coast AQMD is the air pollution control agency for Orange County and major
portions of Los Angeles, San Bernardino and Riverside counties. For more tips on what
you can do to improve air quality, visit www.aqmd.gov or, watch our Do One Thing
Video. For news, air quality alerts, event updates and more, follow us on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
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