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Introduction 

Dry cleaners may be required to report volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from their usage of 
organic solvents under the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s (South Coast AQMD’s) 
Rule 301(e) or the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB’s) Regulation for the Reporting of 
Criteria Air Pollutants and Toxic Air Contaminants (CTR). Additionally, if the facility utilized a 
boiler, emissions from this source may be required to be reported even if it is unpermitted. Facility 
owner/operators should review Rule 301(e) and the CTR for applicability and requirements 
applicable to their facilities.  
 
Per Rule 1421, after January 1, 2021, no perchloroethylene dry cleaning systems should be 
operating in the district. Please contact us at aer@aqmd.gov if an exception has been made for 
one’s facility. A fee exemption may be applied for perchloroethylene used at dry cleaning facilities 
that qualify as small businesses (see definition in Rule 201). Dry cleaning using water-based, or 
carbon dioxide-based cleaning systems are not required to report emissions. 
 
Source Testing 

Emissions estimated by continuous emission monitoring system (CEMS) data or an approved 
source test should be used if available.  
 
Permit Limits or Default Emission Factors 

In lieu of CEMS or source test data, permit limits or default emission factors can be used to 
estimate emissions. The following table presents default emission factors from USEPA’s AP-42 
Chapter 4.1: 
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Table 1: Default Emission Factors for Dry Cleaning 

AP-42, Vol. I, CH 4.1: Dry Cleaning (epa.gov) 

 

If no other information is available, the following emission factors can be used. The second column 
contains emission factors, if the solvent throughput is in pounds of solvent used. The third column 
contains emission factors if throughput is in gallons of solvent. 

 

Dry Cleaning Solvent 
VOC EF, 

lb/lb solvent 
VOC EF, 

lb/gal of solvent 

Petroleum 0.18 1.17 
Perchloroethylene 0.08 1.09 
Trichlorotrifluoroethane 0.03 0.39 

 

Toxic Air Contaminants  

If perchloroethylene or trichlorotrifluoroethane is used, then the amount of those TACs should be 
reported using the same emission factor used to estimate the VOC emissions. 
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Reporting Emissions on the AER Reporting Tool: 

 

1. For most facilities, permitted dry-cleaning devices should already be preloaded in the AER 
Reporting Tool. Under the Emissions Sources (ES) tab, the device should be seen in the green 
table. Click on Profile. If user does not see their device or needs to add a new dry-cleaning 
device, click on the orange button Add New Emission Source. 
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2. Fill out relevant information (with the red asterisk) to the Emission Source by identifying ES 
Name (example: Dry Cleaner) and selecting the Operating ES Status (e.g.,. Normal Operation) 
from the drop-down menu. Then, click Categorize Emission Source. 
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3. After clicking Categorize Emission Source, the following pop-up window will appear. Select 
“click here” for Other Use of Organics. Then check the box for Other evaporative sources. 
Click Save to save and the pop-up will close.  
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4. An AER Device ID will be assigned. User can click Save and return to List of Emission 
Sources to proceed to the Emission Source page or click Save and proceed to Process 
Reporting to continue to emissions reporting for this device. For this example, user should 
click on Save and proceed to Process Reporting. 
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5. A window will pop-up showing the new process (P1). Click Open to continue. User can also 
open the process from the Emission Sources (ES) page by clicking Open under the Emissions 
column for the device. 
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6. Click on the “Open” link under Step 1: Process in order to fill out relevant information (with 
the red asterisk). The items from the pull-down menus for Major Group, Type of Operation, 
and Application Method must be selected. Additionally, the Material Description (Example: 
Petroleum Solvent) text box also needs to be filled out. Click on Save once all the relevant 
information has been selected. 
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7. Click on the “Open” link under Step 2: Throughput (solvent used) to fill out relevant 
information (with the red asterisk). Input annual throughput of the solvent used must be 
selected as either pounds (lbs) or gallons (gal). (Note: In order to utilize the default emission 
factors provided in Table 1, user needs to input information in lbs.)  
 
If throughput is measured as gallons of solvent used, users can obtain the density of the solvent 
from the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) provided by the solvent manufacturer or supplier, and 
multiple it by the number of gallons to convert the number of gallons used the amount of 
pounds used.  
 
Users should select as Input as the Throughput type. Click on Save once all the relevant 
information has been filled out. 
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8. Click on “Add New” for Step 3: Criteria Pollutant Emissions to fill out relevant information 
(with the red asterisk). For the pull-down menu for Pollutant, select VOC. For emission factor 
(EF), input the EF that best fits the device process from Table 1. (Note: The EF units in Table 
1 are lbs/100lbs and thus would need to convert them into lb/lbs. Example: 18 lbs/100lbs = 
0.18 lbs/lbs) For the pull-down menu for Emission Factor Data Source, select SCAQMD 
Guidelines. Click on Save once all the relevant information has been filled out. 

 

 
 

Note: Step 4: If perchloroethylene or trichlorotrifluoroethane is used, then the amount of those 
TACs should be reported using the same emission factor used to estimate the VOC emissions. 
 


