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November 3, 2025

Governing Board of the South Coast Air Quality Management District
South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

Subject: Support for the Cooperative Agreement between South Coast AQMD, the Cities, and Ports
of Long Beach and Los Angeles

Dear Governing Board of the South Coast Air Quality Management District:

On behalf of the Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce (The Chamber), representing nearly 1,000
regional members, I am writing to express strong support for the Cooperative Agreement negotiated
between South Coast AQMD staff and the Cities and Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles. This
agreement represents a far superior and more collaborative alternative to the previously proposed Rule
2304.

The Cooperative Agreement advances our shared goal of reducing air emissions through comprehensive
infrastructure planning, recognized as the critical step necessary to achieve zero-emission port operations.
It balances environmental progress with the practical realities of implementation, ensuring both
accountability and measurable results.

We especially commend the inclusion of clear enforcement mechanisms requiring the Ports to meet
specific milestones or face financial penalties, as well as the agreement’s commitment to transparency and
a robust public process that invites meaningful stakeholder participation.

The San Pedro Bay Ports are the heartbeat of California’s and the nation’s economies, supporting millions
of good-paying jobs. Maintaining their global competitiveness while advancing zero-emission goals is
essential to sustaining economic growth and opportunity for the region.

The Cooperative Agreement provides our industry and regional economy with much-needed certainty,
pausing additional rulemaking to allow stakeholders to work cooperatively on the infrastructure planning
that will make zero-emission operations possible.

We respectfully urge the Board to adopt this Cooperative Agreement and continue to champion
collaborative, balanced solutions that strengthen both environmental stewardship and economic vitality.

Thank you for your leadership and for the opportunity to provide input on this important matter.
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Sincerely,

b

Jeremy Harris
President & CEO
Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce
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