
                         

   

October 23, 2025 

The Honorable Vanessa Delgado, Chair  
and Governing Board Members  
South Coast Air Quality Management District  
21865 Copley Drive  
Diamond Bar, CA 91765  
 

Subject: Revised Support for the Proposed Cooperative Agreement with the Ports of Long 
Beach and Los Angeles 

Dear Chair and Members of the Governing Board, 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) appreciates the opportunity to express support for 
the Proposed Cooperative Agreement among the South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(South Coast AQMD), the City of Los Angeles Harbor Department, and the City of Long Beach 
Harbor Department. This forward-looking partnership represents a critical step toward achieving 
the Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP) and the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) goals to reduce 
emissions from the Ports (Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles), which are two of the busiest 
ports in the nation. 

The Cooperative Agreement provides a practical and collaborative framework to develop Zero-
Emission Infrastructure Plans (ZE Plans) that will enable the transition of drayage trucks, cargo-
handling equipment, harbor craft, and vessels to cleaner technologies. SoCalGas strongly supports 
this effort and believes that Angeles Link, currently envisioned as a 450-mile open-access clean 
renewable hydrogen utility-operated pipeline system, can play a foundational role in realizing the 
Agreement’s vision. By coordinating the development of Angeles Link with the Ports’ ZE Plans, 
South Coast AQMD and the harbor departments can further accelerate the shift to zero-emission 
operations. This collaboration could help enable the achievement of State Implementation Plan 
creditable emissions reductions to advance federal air quality attainment milestones. 

Angeles Link’s Support for Port Operations  

Angeles Link is envisioned as a non-discriminatory, open access pipeline system dedicated to 
public use that could transport clean renewable hydrogen from regional third-party production and 



storage sites to end users across Central and Southern California, including in the Los Angeles 
Basin and the Ports. End-use sectors include hard-to-electrify industries, such as medium- and 
heavy-duty transportation and industrial operations at the Ports.1 By transporting a reliable, at-
scale clean renewable hydrogen supply, Angeles Link could enable deployment of fuel cell 
drayage trucks, hydrogen-powered cargo-handling equipment, and hydrogen-derived fuels for 
maritime and rail applications. 

Key benefits Angeles Link could enable include: 

 Scalable, zero-emission fueling capacity – Angeles Link could potentially deliver enough 
clean renewable hydrogen to displace up to 850,000  gallons of diesel per day in the 
transportation sector, significantly reducing nitrogen oxide (NOₓ) and particulate emissions 
from port operations.2 

 Support for 24/7 operations – Hydrogen refueling takes minutes, rather than the hours 
required for electric vehicle charging, making it well suited for high-utilization fleets and 
around-the-clock port activity.3 

 Infrastructure efficiency – A dedicated pipeline system minimizes truck transport of 
hydrogen and supports long-term reliability and cost-effectiveness for ZE infrastructure. 

 Regional air quality benefits – Angeles Link could support significant air quality and 
decarbonization benefits, including the potential reduction of approximately 5,200 tons per 
year of NOx emissions by 2045, while eliminating diesel particulate matter from heavy-
duty port applications, thereby furthering South Coast AQMD’s Air Quality Management 
Plan goals.4 

 Support for necessary emissions reductions – As highlighted in the cooperative agreement 
“absent further federal actions including federal waivers and authorizations for applicable 
CARB regulations, state and local actions are limited in achieving substantial yet necessary 
emission reductions from port-related mobile sources.”5 In 2045, Angeles Link could 

 
1 SoCalGas. Angeles Link Overview. https://www.socalgas.com/sustainability/innovation-
center/angeles-link. 
2 Southern California Gas Company. (2024, December). Angeles Link Phase 1 Nitrogen Oxides 
and Other Air Emissions Assessment Final Report [PDF]. 
https://www.socalgas.com/sites/default/files/alproject/Angeles-Link-Phase-1-Final-Nitrogen-
Oxides-(NOx)-and-Other-Air-Emissions-Assessment.pdf. Calculations based on Appendix D.2: 
Mobility. Total hydrogen market potential savings are about 3 million gallons od diesel per day. 
3 Port of Los Angeles. (2023, March 16). California Regional Clean Hydrogen Hubs: Proposed 
project presentation [PDF]. https://kentico.portoflosangeles.org/getmedia/e80ffc81-44e2-42df-
9bec-dffb9c841185/item-h2_hyrdrogen-hub-presentation 
4 Southern California Gas Company. (2024, December). Testimony Chapter 2: Angeles Link and 
Summary of Phase 1 Studies (p. 12) [PDF]. 
https://www.socalgas.com/sites/default/files/alproject/phase2/A.24-12-XXX_TestimonyCh.2-
AngelesLinkandSummaryofPhase1Studies_N.Navin_PDFA.pdf 
5 South Coast Air Quality Management District. (2025, October 10). Proposed cooperative 
agreement among the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the City of Long Beach 
Harbor Department, and the City of Los Angeles Harbor Department (p. 6). 



supply about 25% of the hydrogen demand, aiding in the significant reduction of NOx 
emissions from port-related sources.6 

Alignment with the Cooperative Agreement’s Goals 

The Cooperative Agreement calls for a phased, data-driven approach to zero-emission 
infrastructure planning at the Ports, emphasizing flexibility, accountability, and collaboration 
among the Ports, South Coast AQMD, and stakeholders. Angeles Link could directly support these 
objectives by: 

 Providing fuel diversity that complements electrification and supports resilience against 
grid constraints. 

 Enabling scalable infrastructure deployment that aligns with ZE Plan milestones in the long 
term, beyond 2030. 

 Supporting a quantifiable emissions reduction pathway through metered hydrogen delivery 
and transparent reporting. 

Conclusion 

SoCalGas commends the South Coast AQMD Governing Board for its leadership in advancing 
this Cooperative Agreement. Angeles Link represents an unprecedented opportunity to deliver 
clean renewable hydrogen at the scale needed to improve air quality and public health across 
Southern California, decarbonize the Ports, and strengthen regional energy infrastructure. 

We look forward to continued collaboration with South Coast AQMD, the Ports of Los Angeles 
and Long Beach, and other partners to support the successful implementation of this Agreement 
and to help achieve the shared vision of a zero-emission future for the Ports. 

Respectfully, 

/s/ Kevin Barker 

Kevin Barker 
Senior Manager 
Energy and Environmental Policy 

 
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/planning/fbmsm-docs/proposed-
ca_101025_agreement_clean.pdf?sfvrsn=3ed16c7e_2 
6 Southern California Gas Company. (2024, December). Angeles Link Phase 1 Final Nitrogen 
Oxides (NOx) and Other Air Emissions Assessment (p. 11.2) [PDF]. 
https://www.socalgas.com/sites/default/files/alproject/Angeles-Link-Phase-1-Final-Nitrogen-
Oxides-(NOx)-and-Other-Air-Emissions-Assessment.pdf 


