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Rule 1118 Background
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Adopted on February 13, 1998, and amended in 2005, 
2017, 2023, and 2024

• Intended to minimize emissions from refinery flares

• Last amendment reduced emission targets, established targets 
for clean service flares, and updated reporting requirements

Requires facilities to

• Monitor and record data on refinery and related flaring operations

• Control and  submit notifications and reports

• Monitor emissions

• Meet emissions targets

• Maintain a public inquiry hotline



Affected Facilities and Equipment
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Facility Type Facility Name
Number of 

Flares

Hydrogen Production 

Plant

Air Liquide 1

Air Products Carson 1

Air Products Wilmington 1

Air Products Torrance* 0*

Refinery

Chevron Products Company 6

Air Products Manufacturing 1

Phillips 66 Carson 2

Phillips 66 Wilmington 4

Tesoro Carson 5

Tesoro Wilmington 2

Ultramar/Valero 4

Torrance Refinery* 3*

Sulfur Recovery Plant Tesoro Sulfur Recovery Plant 1

TOTAL 13 31

*One flare shared between Air Products Torrance and Torrance Refinery

• Eight petroleum refining 
facilities

• Four hydrogen plants

• One sulfur recovery plant 

• 31 flares within Los Angeles 
County

Facilities subject to Rule 1118 
include



Need for Rule Amendment
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Fix omissions from last rule 
amendment for FENS 

notification 

Minor administrative fix to 
rule language



FENS Background

7

Operators are required to submit flare 
event notifications via the Flare Event 
Notification System (FENS) including:

• Planned and Unplanned flare event 
notifications

o 100 pounds of VOC emissions

o 500 pounds of sulfur dioxide emissions

o 500,000 standard cubic feet (scf) of flared 
vent gas

• Cumulative daily total of vent gas from a 
flare exceeds 100,000 scf

Flare Event Notification 
Requirements



Primary Rule Amendment Objective
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Objective

Align rule with original intent by allowing submission of the 100,000 scf 
notification via 1-800-CUT-SMOG when FENS is unavailable

Current Rule

Does not allow submission of the 100,000 scf cumulative notification via the 
alternate method

If FENS is not available

Operators may provide the required notification information by calling 1-
800-CUT-SMOG 
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Proposed Rule 

Language Change

Staff is proposing to update 

paragraph (l)(7) to include 

paragraph (l)(5)

• Allows submission of the 

100,000 scf notification via 

1-800-CUT-SMOG when 

FENS is unavailable

Rule Language Update, Paragraph (l)(7) 



Secondary Rule Amendment Objective
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Minor administrative Fix

Replace standard date-placeholder 
language with actual date

[Date of Rule Adoption]
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Proposed Rule 

Language Change

Staff is proposing to update 

paragraph (j)(10) to replace 

standard compliance date 

placeholder language

• Current language:

“[18 Months After Rule 

Adoption]”  

• Suggested change: 

“October 5, 2025” 

• Corresponds to 18 months 

after April 5, 2024

Rule Language Update, Paragraph (j)(10) 



Socioeconomic 
Impacts



Socioeconomic Impacts
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• PAR 1118 makes administrative clarifications

• No changes to air quality or emission limitations

• No socioeconomic impacts expected

• Socioeconomic Impact Assessment is not required per 

Health and Safety Code Section 40440.8



California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA)
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California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
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• PAR 1118 is a project subject to CEQA

• PAR 1118 is comprised of administrative changes without 

requiring physical modifications

• No adverse environmental impacts are expected

• A Notice of Exemption will be prepared 
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Next Steps

Set Hearing

December 5, 2025

Public Hearing

January 9, 2026*

Written Comments Due

October 21, 2025

*Subject to change
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Rule 
Development 

Team 
Contacts

Sarady Ka

Program Supervisor

ska@aqmd.gov

909.396.2331

Heather Farr

Planning and Rules 

Manager

hfarr@aqmd.gov

909.396.3672

Sergio Torres Callejas

AQ Specialist

scallejas@aqmd.gov

909.396.2231

Michael Krause

Assistant DEO

mkrause@aqmd.gov

909.396.2706



Kevin Ni 

Program Supervisor, CEQA

kni@aqmd.gov

909.396.2462

Tony Tian, Ph.D. 

Program Supervisor, Socio

ttian@aqmd.gov

909.396.2323

Barbara Radlein

Planning and Rules 

Manager, CEQA/Socio

bradlein@aqmd.gov

909.396.2716

Valerie Rivera

Assistant AQ Specialist, Socio

vrivera@aqmd.gov

909.396.3007
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CEQA and 
Socioeconomic 

Teams  
Contacts 
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