Stakeholders’ Working Group for

Environmental Justice (EJ) Program Enhancements No. III-2

Tuesday, April 22, 2003

Meeting Minutes

9:00 a.m. – 10 a.m.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Hsiaoching Chen

Los Angeles County Regional Planning

Randy Scott


County of San Bernardino Planning Department

Gregg Adams


Los Angeles County Sanitation District

Steve Cummings 

Sempra Energy

SCAQMD STAFF:

Jeri Voge, Senior Deputy District Council

Jill Whynot, Planning & Rules Manager

Steve Smith, Program Supervisor

Charles Blankson, Air Quality Specialist

Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist

Lori Inga, Secretary

1.
Call to Order/Introductions

Dr. Steve Smith, Program Supervisor called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. He informed the group that Dr. Elaine Chang, Deputy Executive Officer of Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources, would not be attending the meeting because she was at another meeting.   Dr. Smith welcomed the Working Group members to the meeting and those present introduced themselves.  
2.
Staff Proposal for Discussion

Working group members had previously received the staff proposal for review prior to the working group meeting.  As a result, there was no formal staff presentation.  Dr. Smith opened up the discussion by summarizing the some of the components of the SCAQMD’s existing Green Carpet Program for expedited permit processing.  He also explained that the purpose of the specific “super clean air actions” was to promote clean air technologies.  He asked if members had any questions or comments on the staff proposal that had been circulated along with the minutes and the agenda for the meeting.  In response to one of the issues raised at the last meeting, Dr. Smith noted that the SCAQMD’s proposal would continue to include the proposal that a “super clean air action be implemented within a five mile radius from the project site.  Management was aware of the comment and would consider it, where relevant, as part of other EJ working groups.
3.
Open Discussion 

· A member asked how the super mitigation projects would be carried out and how it would be monitored?
Dr. Smith responded that a process could be followed for implementing and monitoring “super clean air actions” similar to the way the SCAQMD implements and monitors mitigation measures.  The SCAQMD and the project proponent sign a Declaration of Certification, which is similar to a contract, in which the project proponent acknowledges that the SCAQMD has the authority to impose mitigation measures and that the project proponent agrees to implement the mitigation measures.  Monitoring is performed through quarterly reports submitted by the project proponent to the SCAQMD or simply keeping records onsite that are available to SCAQMD inspectors.  
Jeri Voge added that the “super clean air actions” could be added to permits as permit conditions.  Jeri added that contingency or alternative projects could be identified should the initial proposal prove difficult to implement.  She stressed that a time line should also be added in order to avoid noncompliance.
· One individual asked what other mitigation measures or actions could qualify as super mitigation, and what criteria would be used to designate projects as super mitigation?
Jill Whynot indicated that a list of projects will initially be proposed by the SCAQMD and that this list would be amended from time to time.  However, the project proponent could make recommendations to the SCAQMD regarding projects that could be considered for addition to the list.  

Dr. Smith noted that as part of the original internal discussions of how to define “super clean air action,” consideration was give to specifying a minimum dollar amount the project proponent would have to spend for a “super clean air action.”  Depending on what proposals are submitted to the SCAQMD in the future, a minimum cost for a project, e.g., a cost equivalent to a specified percentage of the capital cost of the permit application project, might be considered.
· A member asked what process is typically followed to implement the Green Carpet Program?
Dr. Smith responded that the SCAQMD meets with the project proponent to agree on the project milestones, as well as a timeline for completing the milestones.  After this initial meeting, SCAQMD is ready to begin processing the permit application and start the CEQA process.  These two processes occur simultaneously in order to reduce the amount of time that would normally be taken to review and approve the permit applications.  Normally, the process is sequential, that is, the CEQA process must be completed before permit processing can occur.
· A member asked for clarification on the link between the pollutant being reduced by the ”super clean air action” and air quality impacts from the project.
Dr. Smith responded that, to qualify as a clean air action, the pollutant being reduced by the “super clean air action” could not exceed any significance thresholds as determined by the CEQA analysis for the permit application project.  For example, a project proponent could implement a clean air technology reducing air toxic emissions only if the CEQA analysis for the proposed permit application project concluded that the proposed project would not exceed any air toxic thresholds of significance.
4.
Other Business

Dr. Smith indicated that staff will consider incorporating any suggestions from the working group into the staff proposal.  This revised staff proposal would be submitted to the SCAQMD Governing Board for consideration at the June 6, 2003 public hearing.

Dr. Smith informed the Group that the SCAQMD Home Page has been modified to include a link to an Environmental Justice home page.  All files, presentations, and agendas can be obtained by clicking on the Environmental Justice icon and following the links to the EJ Enhancement III-2 page.
It was agreed that today’s meeting would be the last meeting to be held by the Stakeholders Working Group. 
5.
Public Comment Period

Members were asked if there was any public comment.  No public comments were made.
5.
Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.
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