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GOVERNING BOARD PAINTS AND COATINGS AD HOC COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES

November 2, 2005

Location: Office of Supervisor Michael Antonovich

500 West Temple Street, Room 869

Los Angeles, CA. 90012

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Michael Antonovich, AQMD Board Member

Jan Perry, AQMD Board Member

STAFF AND INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES:

Barry Wallerstein, Executive Officer, AQMD

Laki Tisopulos, Assistant Deputy Executive Officer, AQMD

Christine Stanley, Vice President, Research & Technology, Ameron International

Ron Widner, Operations Manager, Benjamin Moore & Company

REPRESENTATIVES ABSENT:

Alternate: Steve Sanchez, U.S. Can Company

OTHERS PRESENT:

Kathryn Barger-Leibrich, Chief of Staff to Supervisor Antonovich

Jeff Catalano, Board Assistant to Councilmember Perry

Lee Lockie, Director, Area Sources, AQMD

Frances Keeler, Senior Deputy District Counsel, AQMD

Naveen Berry, Program Supervisor, AQMD

David Lloyd, National Paints and Coatings Association (NPCA)
Robert Nelson, Consultant to National Paints and Coatings Association (NPCA)
Robert Wendoll, Dunn Edwards Corporation
Madelyn Harding, Sherwin Williams Company
Sandy Winger

Hal Bernson

Hal Dash, Cerrell Associates

Jeff Lustgarten, Cerrell Associates

Dan Witzling, Cerrell Associates

________________________________________________________________________

Agenda Items Nos. 1 and 2 Call To Order and Self Introduction

At 3:20pm, Supervisor Michael Antonovich and Councilmember Jan Perry welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.
Agenda Item No. 3  Status Report on Subcommittee Meetings and NPCA Proposal
Mr. David Lloyd stated that the coatings industry had made a good faith effort by bringing forth several proposals for re-structuring Rule 1113 and that the latest proposal was presented to staff on October 17.  He expressed that he was disappointed that staff had yet to present a counter proposal.  Robert Nelson then briefly summarized the key elements of the latest industry proposal that included: (1) keeping 5 coating categories at their current VOC levels, (2) additional time for industrial maintenance coatings (3) special consideration of problems associated with coatings formulated for external exposure and (4) an already achieved, over compliance element to balance the proposal overall.  He concluded by stating that certain categories may simply need more time to reformulate.

Dr. Wallerstein responded that the NPCA’s most recent proposal equates to an unacceptable roll back of 10 to 15 tons per day of VOC from the total VOC reductions scheduled for the July 2006 implementation date in the rule.  He further stated that such a broad rollback would de-incentivize progress already achieved by some formulators and major resin manufacturers in making compliant materials available.  He concluded by expressing concern that a rollback of this magnitude exceeds the allowable tonnage “cushion” set forth in the settlement agreement with the environmental groups.
Mr. Winger asked staff if they could provide the names of the companies who have claimed to have been already successful in producing compliant products.

Mr. Bernson added that public acceptability (of the coatings) is very important in staff’s analysis of whether compliant products are truly available.
Supervisor Antonovich then expressed concern that the rule may not be allowing an adequate timeframe for reformulation and that this could adversely impact businesses.

Dr. Tisopulos replied by stating that staff has met with many coating and raw material manufacturers as part of the on-going technology assessment.  He stated that staff has been told that resin manufacturers have made new resins available to the entire industry and that, with a few exceptions, many coating manufacturers have made good progress in formulating superior products for most of the coating categories specified in the rule.  He added that these companies have asked that their specific names be kept confidential.
Dr. Wallerstein asked the industry representatives to name the specific categories where “over reductions” can be achieved.  He also expressed concern that any delays or other accommodations made to the architectural coatings rule this year, could be followed by another set of requests from the industry for further delays in the following year.

Mr. Wendoll then displayed on the meeting table, a set of test panels and stated that these panels showed that newer, low VOC coatings experienced accelerated dirt pick-up after 1 to 2 years of exposure.  He stated that the 150 g/l VOC products, the higher VOC coatings, performed better as shown by the panels.
Dr. Tisopulos responded by stating that the non flat high-gloss coatings are among the most challenging to reformulate but that many manufacturers have told staff that they are optimistic about resolving these difficulties, particularly dirt pick-up, before the July, 2006 deadline in the rule.

In response to several requests for a more constructive dialogue and detailed responses from AQMD staff on the industry proposals, Dr. Wallerstein stated that staff is waiting for a consultant’s report on laboratory testing of coatings.  He then emphasized that industry had committed, at the first meeting of this committee last July, to bring forth proposals that are “emissions neutral” and that the industry proposals to date have clearly not met this standard.  He concluded by saying that staff will have a report to the Board by January or February of next year, after receipt of the UMR consulting report and further TAC dialogue.  
Supervisor Antonovich expressed concern that the current approach to Rule 1113 should not be overly punitive when the real problem is the mobile sources.  He added that a realistic approach must be based on technology and its ability to meet the current deadlines in a short period of time.  
Agenda Item No. 4  Identify Future Agenda Items and Schedule Next Meeting

After further discussion of which coating categories are in need of adjustment and the data needed to back up any proposed delays in the compliance deadlines in the rule, Dr Wallerstein stated that staff must now talk further to the manufacturers who have made progress in developing new coatings.  He committed to providing a verbal update to the Governing Board at their December meeting.

Agenda Item No. 5 Public Comment

There was no public comment expressed at this meeting.

Agenda Item No. 6 Adjournment

Supervisor Antonovich and Councilwoman Perry thanked the members and their colleagues for participating in this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:00pm.   
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