 







PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT

  OCTOBER 2001

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

As of March 2000, the AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives below.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

2.  Ambient Monitoring of Air Toxics
MATES II and Microscale Study:  Completed.  Governing Board approved MATES II study at March 2000 meeting.

5.  Environmental Justice Task Force
Completed.  The final report was received at the August 1999 Governing Board meeting. 

6.  City of Los Angeles Environmental 

     Justice Forum
Completed.  AQMD participated in the October 25, 1997 forum.

7.  Diesel Fuel Clean-Up Incentives
The series of fleet rules was completed in April 2001 with the adoption of Rule 1195, Clean On-Road School Buses.

8.  Field Inspection Technology
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a plan at the December 1998 meeting. 

9.  Portable Equipment Permitting
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a compliance policy for Portable Equipment on March 12, 1999.

10. Public Comment, Rules 1401 and 

     1402
Completed.  The Governing Board approved the Toxics Reduction Plan at the March 2000 meeting.

The following Initiatives are ongoing:

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

1.  Town Hall Meeting.
*    The October Town Hall Meeting was held in Commerce on October 25.

*    AQMD has been invited to participate as an organizing partner in the “Voices for Healthy Environments, Healthy  

      Communities, Healthy Jobs" town hall meeting scheduled for December 7-8, 2001 in Inglewood.                                      

3.  Community Response

     Teams
No activity reported for this period.

4.  CEQA Commenting
Reporting period:  August 2001
Documents received this reporting period: 

43

Requests to AQMD for document review:

0

Documents to receive AQMD comments:                         2

Comment letters sent out this reporting period:

6

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month:

Staffed an information table at the Environmental Education Fair at the Santa Ana Zoo, sponsored by the Orange County chapter of the California Regional Environmental Education Community Network. 

Staffed an information table at the Los Angeles Times Festival of Health at USC.

Staffed an information table at L.A. County Seniors Festival.

Hosted, organized and staffed Clean Air Awards luncheon at Millennium Biltmore Hotel.

Hosted, organized and staffed Town Hall Meeting in the City of Commerce.

Staffed an information table at the Cal Poly Pomona Wellness Fair.

Staffed an information table at Loveland Church Health & Nutrition Conference in San Bernardino.

Attended meeting of the American Lung Association of Orange County Environmental Justice Committee.

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITING DIGNITARIES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for District staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The District also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office this month:

Delegation from the Taiwan Environmental Protection Agency met with staff who provided a general air quality overview and tour of AQMD headquarters.

Philippines Delegation met with Public Affairs, Transportation, and Technology Advancement staffs on CNG infrastructure and fleet rule implementation.

Delegation of oil industry representatives from Korea, met with Public Affairs and Engineering & Compliance staffs on control of benzene in refining operations.

Students from the University of Redlands interviewed District staff on how AQMD fits into the U.S. environmental regulatory framework for a public policy class report.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

Visitor Transactions
Info Pkgs. Mailed
Calls Rec’d by PIC Staff
Calls to Automated System
Total Phone Calls  

238
489
329
4,986
5,315

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given:

ACTIVITY

Phone parts manufacturing facility:  Staff provided assistance in completing a permit application for spray booth equipment.

Wood furniture manufacturer:  Existing business that was recently given a Notice to Comply regarding permit and rule requirements. Assisted with the submittal of the required application forms and gave instruction regarding recordkeeping requirements.  Assistance was provided in Spanish.

Large condominium complex:  Operates three boilers.  Provided assistance in understanding the permitting and compliance requirements of Rule 1146.2 boiler requirements.

Bio-medical research facility:  Operates several boilers of various sizes and two emergency power generation systems for its heating, processing and power requirements.  The company plans to re-assess and re-design/structure its energy needs and modify some of equipment requirements.   Explained the permitting and compliance requirements of equipment modification.

Towel manufacturer, distributor and cleaning company:  Operates several small boilers for their cleaning process, hot water and steam.  The company requested assistance in understanding the compliance requirements of Rules 222 and 1146.2 for small boilers.  Explained equipment and compliance requirements for small boilers.

T-shirt printing operation:  Relocating to a new plant.   Reviewed the printing presses, associated dryer equipment, and VOC emissions.  Determined the printing system is exempt from permitting and a clearance letter for the city’s building permit was issued. 

Metal plating company:  Submitted permit application for chrome, nickel, and copper plating line that did not have control equipment. Consequently, they were issued a permit that allowed a very limited amount of plating time per year. Because they anticipated reaching the limit soon, they submitted a petition for a variance. They wanted time to research and purchase control equipment, while continuing to operate. Reviewed petition and made suggestions on additional documentation to bring to the hearing. Also discussed the importance of continuing education in environmental regulations. 

Dry cleaner:  Operates a perc dry cleaning machine with an expired permit.  Explained the permitting, compliance and equipment requirements for obtaining a new permit or reinstating the old permit. 

Small lead-acid battery manufacturer:  Operates lead oxide melting equipment without emission control system in violation of Rules 1407 & 1420.  Requested assistance understanding permitting and compliance requirements for emissions control for metal melting processes.  Explained the rule requirements for lead melting and associated emission control equipment.

Restaurant:  Plans to replace ceiling tiles, which may contain asbestos material.  Provided assistance obtaining AQMD notification so the contractor would be able to get a demolition permit from the city.   

Dry cleaner:  Requested assistance understanding permitting and compliance requirements for dry cleaning machines.  Explained the rule requirements for perc dry cleaning machines. Also help arranged for the owner to attend ARB’s ATCM operator training school. 

Lighting fixture wholesaler:  Submitting application for small spray booth to do touch-up painting. Went through each of the forms and advised how to complete. Also discussed applicable rules. 

Metal plating facility:  Was issued a Notice to Comply to install meters for plating processing tanks as required by permit conditions. The company is having financial difficulty and staff provided assistance determining the feasibility of petitioning for an Order of Abatement to allow a progressive compliance time schedule. 

Wood product manufacturer: Existing facility subject to Rule 212, Public Notice requirements.  At the request of the assigned AQMD engineer, translated the public notice to Spanish.

Environmental cleanup services company:  Requested assistance understanding requirements for organic vapor analyzers (OVA) to be used in the soil remediation processes.  Explained the requirements for different types of OVAs. 

Motion picture title company:  Received Notice to Comply to submit applications for wet gate printers and film cleaning machines.  Discussed permitting, application fees, and purchase of a control system.

Lithographic printing company:  Wanted to determine if printing presses need permits.  Reviewed previous year’s usage of ink and graphics arts materials and determined permits are required for presses.  Advised which Material Safety Data Sheets were needed for the application packages.  Also explained all the rules applicable to the operation.

High-rise condominium building:  Received Notice of  Violation for operating 20-year-old boiler and emergency generator which had never been permitted. The building manager wanted assistance with permit applications. Went to facility and inspected equipment and neither the boiler nor the generator engine could be permitted unless they met current NOx emissions requirements.  Discussed problem with their boiler maintenance company, who proposed they initially derate the boiler and then register with AQMD.   Contacted the manufacturer of their generator engine, who said the engine could be modified to meet BACT requirements.  Provided this information to the maintenance manager and will assist with applications.

Furniture refinishing shop:  Neighbors were complaining about paint odors.  Went to shop to help find solutions to the problem.  Discussed the possibility of switching to waterborne coatings that produce considerably less solvent odor, and running the exhaust duct toward the front of the building, doubling or tripling the distance from the stack outlet to the apartments.   

Museum Egyptological replicas manufacturer:  Company casts resin/stone replicas.  Discussed all the coatings they use and showed how to comply with Rule 1145.  Also explained VOC and emissions calculations.  Will return to show how to simplify recordkeeping. 

Expired Permit Courtesy Call Program:  Contacted 31 companies and retained 63 permits for a total revenue retention of $20,900.

Staff continued weekly update to Los Angeles Permit Assistance Center Director on AQMD permitting status for all power generation projects.  PAC Directors have been submitting weekly new power plants permitting and construction status reports to the Governor’s office.  

Staff continued weekly update to Inland Empire Permit Assistance Center Director on AQMD permitting status for all power generation projects.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS ACTIVITY

Intergovernmental Affairs staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with this month.

ACTIVITY

General outreach visits to cities/counties re: international conference, fleet rule implementation, pollution prevention, Clean Air Choice program, Clean Air awards, and Issues & Information survey. 

Attended the Orange County Council of Governments Executive Management Meeting.  Responded to questions regarding timing of the AQMP update and issues related to the Orange County Department of Energy “Clean Cities” Program application that is being prepared.

Attended the Riverside County Transportation Commission Executive Committee Meeting. Discussed air quality matters and local issues with mayors and council members.  

Attended the Orange County League of Cities General Meeting.  Discussed air quality matters and local issues with mayors, council members and city managers.  

Met with the Planning Commissioner in the City of Huntington Beach.  Discussed ways that the city can be more aware of air quality issues in the planning process so that the Planning Commission can be better prepared for projects that come before them.  

Attended the Aliso Viejo City Council Meeting.  Made a presentation to the new city council and staff.  Provided support to the city manager and staff during council consideration of an ordinance affecting the city’s participation in the AB 2766 Subvention Fund Program.  Also worked with Transportation Manager. 

Attended City of Industry ROP meeting.  Met with Senator Gloria Romero and staff aides to Assembly members Chavez and Pacheco. 

Conference with staff to Assembly member Chu regarding constituent issue with auto body odor complaints.

Provided staff support at Alhambra City Council meeting regarding constituent issue with auto body odor complaints. 

Met with city manager and the director of planning from the city of Colton regarding complaints council members and city staff have received regarding odors emanating from the Inland Empire Composting operation in Colton.  Arranged to be placed on the city council agenda for the November 6 meeting to answer council questions about handling public nuisance complaints.

Met with city manager from Coachella to discuss a burn permit issue for the “Vineyards Project.”

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS
Transportation Programs implements Rule 2202-On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, and related training programs; provides AB 2766 outreach and technical assistance to local governments; coordinates with regional planning agencies relative to transportation, transportation conformity, and air quality issues; implements the AQMD's Rideshare Program; administers the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Demonstration Program; and administers additional mobile emission reduction programs and activities (such as AQIP, Clean Air Choice, Tug Boat MOUs, and Transportation Control Measures). 

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS 

The Media Communications Unit is responsible for informing and educating the public through the media and through the District’s Communication Center.  

Communication Center Statistics
The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

Main Line Calls
Cut-Smog Line
After Hours Calls*
Spanish Line Calls
Total Phone Calls

1,578
821
591
9
3,229

 *Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Media Releases

Following are the various media releases for the month. 

MEDIA
ACTIVITY

All
Conducted news conference and issued media advisories and news release on AQMD/Jurupa clean school bus project

All
Issue media advisory for Clean Air Awards

All
Issued Board Summary news release

All
Issued Clean Air Awards news release

All
Issued media advisory on CA Fuel Cell Partnership Roundtable

All
Issues media advisory for Clean Air Awards.

Magazine
Provided information to Laundry and Cleaning International on changes to perc rule proposal

News Service
Provided information to Natural Resources News Service regarding proposed perc rule

Newsletter
Arranged interview w/ Inside EPA on proposed livestock waste reduction rule (PR 1127)

Newsletter
Provided information and interview to BNA regarding CENCO court case

Newsletter
Provided information and interview with Elaine Chang to Inside EPA on the proposed livestock waste reduction rule

Newsletter
Provided information to BNA regarding Board meeting

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding pilot mobile source credit rules

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding proposed composting rule

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding Rule 1309.1

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside EPA on PR 1127 – Livestock Waste Reduction

Newsletter
Provided information to McGraw-Hill on power generator compliance plans, RECLAIM trading prices

Newsletter
Provided information to McGraw-Hill regarding power plants, Emission Reduction Credits

Newspaper
Arranged interview with DEO Chung Liu for Chinese Daily News

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Los Angeles Daily News regarding Clean Air Awards

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding PAR 444 – Open Burning

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding CARB diesel rule

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding perc rule

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to San Bernardino County Sun  on smog season

Newspaper
Provided information and interview with Joe Cassmassi to the LA Daily News on smog season and the Clean Air Awards

Newspaper
Provided information and interviews to Chinese language daily newspaper regarding Clean Air Awards

Newspaper
Provided information to (New Orleans) Times-Picayune regarding added security measures at refineries

Newspaper
Provided information to Associated Press on smog season, power plant emissions

Newspaper
Provided information to Houston Chronicle regarding smog season

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Business Journal regarding AQMD's role in CEQA review

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding Board meeting, marine ports, Clean Air Awards

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding MATES II study, AQMD Environmental Justice initiatives

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding power plant emissions

Newspaper
Provided information to Orange County Register regarding Clean Air Awards

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding EV’s

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Jurupa USD buses

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding smog season

Newspaper
Provided information to San Gabriel Valley Tribune on the Ethnic Community Advisory Committee

Newspaper
Provided information to the LA Daily News on the Clean Air Awards

Newspaper
Provided information to the Los Angeles Times regarding Villapark Landfill Hearing Board case

Newspaper
Provided information to the San Francisco Chronicle on former Governing Board Member Wayne Nastri

Newspaper
Provided information to the San Gabriel Valley Tribune on smog season and the Clean Air Awards

Radio
Provided information and interview with Board member to KLON-FM regarding CA Fuel Cell Partnership

Radio
Provided information to KCRW-FM on AQMD air pollution control programs

TV
Notified major TV stations regarding the Jurupa USD press conference

Issues in press coverage of Clean Air issues included:

1. Industry’s response to AQMD’s proposed rule to phase out use of perchloroethylene

2. Coverage of the 2001 smog season

3. Coverage of AQMD events:

*
The 2001 Clean Air Awards

*
The Jurupa Unified School District press conference

*
California Fuel Cell Partnership’s Fuel Cell Conference Roundtable

4. Councilwoman Norma Glover elected to Chair AQMD’s Governing Board

5. Community Issues

*
Omnitrans fueling station


*
Long Beach ports

6. AQMD response to air quality issues

*
UCLA Institute of the Environment’s “Southern California Environmental Report Card 2001”


*
CARB’s approval of tough diesel-emission standards
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