 







PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT

  NOVEMBER 2001

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

As of March 2000, the AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives below.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

2.  Ambient Monitoring of Air Toxics
MATES II and Microscale Study:  Completed.  Governing Board approved MATES II study at March 2000 meeting.

5.  Environmental Justice Task Force
Completed.  The final report was received at the August 1999 Governing Board meeting. 

6.  City of Los Angeles Environmental 

     Justice Forum
Completed.  AQMD participated in the October 25, 1997, forum.

7.  Diesel Fuel Clean-Up Incentives
The series of fleet rules was completed in April 2001 with the adoption of Rule 1195, Clean On-Road School Buses.

8.  Field Inspection Technology
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a plan at the December 1998 meeting. 

9.  Portable Equipment Permitting
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a compliance policy for Portable Equipment on March 12, 1999.

10. Public Comment, Rules 1401 and 

     1402
Completed.  The Governing Board approved the Toxics Reduction Plan at the March 2000 meeting.

The following Initiatives are ongoing:

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

1.  Town Hall Meeting.
· AQMD has been invited to participate as an organizing partner in the “Voices for Healthy Environments, Healthy Communities, Healthy Jobs” town hall meeting scheduled for December 7-8, 2001 in Inglewood.

· AQMD is supporting CARB in the development and implementation of their Environmental Justice Policies scheduled to go to their board on December 13th.

3.  Community Response

     Teams
No activity reported for this period.

4.  CEQA Commenting
Reporting period:  August 2001
Documents received this reporting period: 

24

Requests to AQMD for document review:

0

Documents to receive AQMD comments:                         3

Comment letters sent out this reporting period:

2

COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month:

Facilitated, staffed and attended AQMD’s Clean Air Technologies 2001 Conference at the Disneyland Hotel in Anaheim November 5-6, 2001.

Staffed information table at 50th Assembly District Health Fair in Huntington Park, by Assemblyman Marco Antonio Firebaugh.

Spoke to 157th St. Homeowners Association in Carson on AQMD’s Environmental Justice Program and air quality complaints.

Staffed information table at City of Montclair Health Fair at Montclair Senior Center, hosted by Dept. of Parks and Recreation.

Met with representatives of the Wilmington Coalition for a Safe Environment to discuss AQMD’s role in the expansion of the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.

Participated in SCAG/Caltrans seminar on environmental justice and the development of regional transportation plans.

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for District staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The District also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office this month:

Provided a general air quality overview slide presentation and tour of AQMD headquarters to a delegation of municipal environmental protection officials from Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

Staff from the Israeli Ministry of Environment received a general air quality overview, summaries of ambient air monitoring, fleet rules and alternative energy vehicle technologies and a tour of AQMD headquarters.

Delegation of municipal officials from Beijing, China, received a general air quality overview slide presentation, briefings on alternative fuels, fleet rules and a tour of AQMD headquarters.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

Visitor Transactions
Info Pkgs. Mailed
Calls Rec’d by PIC Staff
Calls to Automated System
Total Phone Calls  

369
75
250
3,996
4,246

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given:

ACTIVITY

As part of the Downtown Jewelry Mart Task Force, which is chaired by staff from the mayor's office, participated in a joint inspection tour of approximately 30 buildings that are full of individual jewelry manufacturing operations.  Identified several AQMD compliance problems, which will be addressed in later meetings of the task force.

Business Chamber Outreach:  Participated as an exhibitor at the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Orange County, Coalition Business Expo.  The

event included the partnership of the Hispanic, Black and Vietnamese-American Chambers of Commerce.  Promoted Small Business Assistance programs, Air Quality Assistance Fund and community outreach materials.

Business Outreach:  Participated as an exhibitor at the "Latino Business Expo 2001.”  Promoted Small Business Assistance programs, Air Quality

Assistance Fund, Pollution Prevention and community outreach materials.

As part of the Downtown Jewelry Mart Task Force, which is chaired by staff from the mayor's office, participated in the second meeting of their Education Committee.  The committee is developing outreach materials that will be used to educate 5,000 jewelry manufacturers of all their environmental requirements (fire, toxics, wastewater, air quality).

Electrical contractor:  Requested assistance with permit application for emergency engine/generator equipment. Provided assistance completing a permit application.

Continued work on the ongoing Rule 1146.2 (boiler low-NOx emission requirements) outreach effort to public schools.  Large school district requested assistance understanding compliance requirements.  School district official indicated that the schools are facing financial difficulties to meet the new rule compliance deadline, and requested assistance with a variance petition.  Made arrangements for a visit to the school district for further discussion and assistance.

Power generation equipment manufacturer:  Staff provided consultation and explained the permitting and compliance requirements for natural-gas-fired engines for co-generation project.  Also discussed BACT determination and emission offset requirement.

New fiberglass boat manufacturer:  Provided assistance completing a permit application for resin coating spray booth equipment. 

Electrical equipment supplier and contractor:  Provided consultation and explained the permitting and compliance requirements for emergency engines and power generators.

Auto body shop:  Existing business cited by AQMD Compliance staff and currently assigned to an attorney in AQMD Chief Prosecutor's Office.  Assisted with the completion and submittal of the required permit application forms, interfaced with and received approval for qualification of Fee Review, provided and explained applicable rules and regulations for their operation.  Also interfaced with Compliance staff to help resolve these issues in order to avoid an Order of Abatement being issued.  Assistance was given in Spanish.

Lawn mower manufacturer:  Operates a steel parts perc vapor degreaser.  Assisting in finding alternative degreasing technologies or solvents since perc degreasing will be phased out in 2003 by Federal NESHAP regulations.

Woodworking facility:  Met with local county economic development agency to discuss permitting and compliance requirements for spray booth equipment for a new woodwork facility relocating from northern California.

Automotive dealership:  Existing business that responded to outreach efforts regarding compliance issues.  Provided and explained applicable District rules.

Government agency:  Requested information regarding potential perchloroethylene emissions from automotive facilities.  Provided and explained applicable District rules and permitting requirements.

Soil remediation:  New business start-up responding to outreach efforts regarding compliance and permitting issues.  Provided and explained applicable District rules and an application package for a thermal catalyst oxidizer.

Business Outreach:  Participated as an exhibitor at the CA Autobody Expo.  Promoted  Small Business programs, Air Quality Assistance Fund and community outreach materials.

New garment stone washing facility:  Cited for operating abrasive blasting, dryers and boiler equipment without permits. At request of District Prosecutor's Office, conducted an onsite inspection and provided assistance in achieving compliance with District rule requirements.

Metal plating shop:  Incorrectly submitted only one application for two plating lines. Worked with them to complete applications for each line.

Lithographic printing company:  Purchased new lithographic press and requested help applying for permit. Visited facility to discuss supplemental information needed for the application, and explained applicable rules.

Motion picture postproduction company:  Submitted permit applications for film cleaning machine and wet gate printers. AQMD engineer processing the applications advised them they would also need a control system to capture their perchloroethylene emissions.  Visited their facility to help them complete equipment applications.

Garment dying & finishing company:  Relocating to a new site where they are constructing new abrasive blasting rooms.  There is concern whether their proposed dust collection systems will meet AQMD’s engineering design requirements for permitting. Visited present facility to see their current sandblasting system in operation and then met with AQMD engineering staff to discuss observations.

Commercial bakery:  Concerned about how Rule 1146.2 NOx emissions compliance deadlines may relate to their three conveyorized baking pan washing machines. Burner manufacturers have advised them the machines cannot be retrofitted with low-NOx burners and the only solution would be installation of a remote boiler and hundreds of feet of steam lines. Additionally, the washing machines would have to be heavily modified to incorporate the steam lines.  Visited the plant to obtain drawings of the washing machines and to make a video of one in operation. Will show this material to the engineer to determine if the machines are exempt from Rule 1146.2.

Container refurbishing company:  Applied for a number of permits and AQMD engineer was not sure if equipment was >1000’ from a nearby high school. Determined with GPS that almost the entire facility was <1000’ from the school, requiring public notification.

Motion picture title & effects production: Received Notice to Comply to submit applications for wet gate printers and film cleaning machines. Assisted in finding a contractor who designed an exhaust duct system, and a supplier for a carbon adsorber control system. Helped complete most of the paperwork for the six permit applications.

Continued working with Los Angeles and Inland Empire Permit Assistance Center Directors and updated the status on all the power generation projects for AQMD permitting.  PAC Directors have been submitting weekly new power plants permitting and construction status reports to the Governor’s office.

This request came through the Los Angeles Business Revitalization Center:  Provided assistance regarding District rules and regulations and permit requirements regarding a project involving asbestos.

Met with CalEPA South Orange County Permit Assistance Center regarding continued participation in the South Orange County Permit Consolidation Zone Pilot Program.

Expired Permit Courtesy Call Program:  Retained 74 permits for a total revenue retention of $26,434.

 INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS ACTIVITY

Intergovernmental Affairs staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with this month.

ACTIVITY

Attended the Colton City Council Meeting and made presentation regarding odor complaint issues in the city and PR 1133.

Met with the mayor of Redlands regarding concerns about PR 1133.

Met with city of Loma Linda council member regarding possible alternative fuel infrastructure programs or funds available for use at the San                     Bernardino International Airport (formerly Norton Air Force Base).

Met with the mayor from the city of Coachella to provide a briefing regarding the status of AQMD permits for the “Vineyard Project” in the City of Coachella.

Met with council member from the city of Tustin regarding possible CNG Fueling Infrastructure in the City of Tustin.

Met with council member and city manager from the city of Santa Ana regarding problems with the Pickens Fuel Corp. CNG fueling infrastructure project adjacent to Macarthur Place in the City of Santa Ana.

Met with mayor pro tem from the city of Brea regarding questions about Rule 1193 implementation requirements.

Met with Jurupa Unified School District Board Member.  Discussed the implementation of the CNG buses and fueling infrastructure and an upcoming event at the Jurupa Mountain Cultural Center.

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS
Transportation Programs implements Rule 2202-On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, and related training programs; provides AB 2766 outreach and technical assistance to local governments; coordinates with regional planning agencies relative to transportation, transportation conformity, and air quality issues; implements the AQMD's Rideshare Program; administers the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Demonstration Program; and administers additional mobile emission reduction programs and activities (such as AQIP, Clean Air Choice, Tug Boat MOUs, and Transportation Control Measures). 

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS 

The Media Communications Unit is responsible for informing and educating the public through the media and through the District’s Communication Center.  

Communication Center Statistics
The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

Main Line Calls
Cut-Smog Line
After Hours Calls*
Spanish Line Calls
Total Phone Calls

6,357
3,298
2,577
36
13,175

 *Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Media Releases

Following are the various media releases for the month. 

MEDIA
ACTIVITY

All
Provided information and interviews to KPFK radio, AP, BNA, San Bernardino County Sun, KPCC radio  on International Conference topics

All
Issued two news releases on Board actions

Magazine
Provided information to Angelino Magazine on wood burning stoves

Newsletter
Provided information to BNA regarding Board meeting

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding pilot mobile source credit rules

Newsletter
Provided information to California Environment Report on Board meeting

Newsletter
Provided information to Natural Gas Vehicle Coalition newsletter on Jurupa CNG buses

Newsletter
Provided information to Air Daily on variances

Newsletter
Provided information to California Environment Report on microturbines

Newsletter
Provided information to McGraw-Hill on Capstone microturbine program

Newsletter
Provided information to School Transportation News regarding school bus funding

Newspaper
Arranged interview with AQMD DEO Chung Liu for Chinese Daily News

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding smog season

Newspaper
Provided information to Idyllwild Town Crier on asbestos removal at elementary school

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise on Omnitrans

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise on perc health study

Newspaper
Provided information and arranged an interview with Joe Cassmassi on winter air quality to the LA Daily News 

Newspaper
Provided information on Rule 1403 to the Town Crier 

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Idyllwild Town Crier regarding asbestos investigation

Newspaper
Provided information regarding perc rule to National Clothesline Newspaper

Newspaper
Provided information to Orange County Register regarding truck stop rule

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding school bus grants

Newspaper
Provided information to Wave Newspapers on CENCO lawsuit

Newspaper
Provided information on AQMD’s open burn rules to the Press Enterprise, Hemet edition

Newspaper
Provided information to LA Times on International Conference, perc rule, upcoming rulemakings, historic PM10 levels in Rubidoux

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise on South Coast mobile source emissions

Newspaper
Provided information to San Francisco Chronicle regarding AQMD Board

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding MATES II, health effects studies

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Daily News regarding dry cleaning rule

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise on power plant emissions, Mira Loma air quality monitoring

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Hemet school/asbestos Notice to Comply

Radio
Provided information to KPCC radio on dry and wet cleaning

Radio
Provided information and interview to News Radio on truck stop rule

Radio
Provided information on the Board meeting (adoption of Rule 1634) to News Radio

Radio
Provided information and an interview with AQMD Planning Manager Jill Whynot on Rule 1634 to KCSN (California State Northridge)  

Radio
Provided information to KPCC-FM regarding dry and wet cleaning

Television
Provided information on air quality in Northwest Coastal LA County & the eastern part of San Fernando Valley to KNBC-4 

Press Relations Statistics

The Press Relations staff handles media calls to the District and media monitoring.

Press Interviews/Assistance
Total Clippings/Transcripts
Mailings by News Bureau

53
91
320
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