 







PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT

  JANUARY 2002

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

As of March 2000, the AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives below.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

2.  Ambient Monitoring of Air Toxics
MATES II and Microscale Study:  Completed.  Governing Board approved MATES II study at March 2000 meeting.

5.  Environmental Justice Task Force
Completed.  The final report was received at the August 1999 Governing Board meeting. 

6.  City of Los Angeles Environmental 

     Justice Forum
Completed.  AQMD participated in the October 25, 1997, forum.

7.  Diesel Fuel Clean-Up Incentives
The series of fleet rules was completed in April 2001 with the adoption of Rule 1195, Clean On-Road School Buses.

8.  Field Inspection Technology
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a plan at the December 1998 meeting. 

9.  Portable Equipment Permitting
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a compliance policy for Portable Equipment on March 12, 1999.

10. Public Comment, Rules 1401 and 

     1402
Completed.  The Governing Board approved the Toxics Reduction Plan at the March 2000 meeting.

The following Initiatives are ongoing:

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

1. Town Hall Meeting.
· Participated in the Public Health and the Environment Forum sponsored by Physicians for Social Responsibility at Occidental College on January 18-19, 2002.

· Participated in the Los Angeles City Council 8th District’s Empowerment Congress in Los Angeles on January 19, 2002.  

3. Community Response    

    Teams
· AQMD staff is working with the City of Norco on an odor issue brought forth by the community.                

4. CEQA Commenting
Reporting period:  November 2001
Documents received this reporting period: 

41

Requests to AQMD for document review:

0

Documents to receive AQMD comments:                         8

Comment letters sent out this reporting period:

4

COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month:

Participated in the judging of model cities at the National Engineers Week Future City Competition at the California Science Center, which encourages middle school students to consider careers in engineering.  Presented a special award to the team with the best air quality considerations in a future city model.

Attended a business roundtable hosted by the Inland Empire African American Chamber of Commerce in San Bernardino to solicit interested parties in environmental justice training and to assist with publicizing the April 27 AQMD-sponsored Environmental Expo at Cal State San Bernardino.

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for AQMD staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The AQMD also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office this month:

Provided a general air quality overview and AQMD Headquarters tour for a delegation of Environmental Protection Bureau officials from various provinces throughout China.

A three member delegation of air quality officials from China, referred to the AQMD from a local consulting firm, met with Science & Technology Advancement staff on ambient air monitoring and point source emissions.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

Visitor Transactions
Info Pkgs. Mailed
Calls Rec’d by PIC Staff
Calls to Automated System
Total Phone Calls  

184
33
241
3,711
3,952

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given:

ACTIVITY

Spoke to group of 100 members of the Industrial Facilities Managers Association of Orange County as part of the boiler outreach program notifying businesses of upcoming deadline in Rule 1146.2.

Spoke with the West San Gabriel Valley Boys and Girls Club about developing an environmental program.

Spoke with the San Gabriel Valley YMCA about a proposal to develop an environmental program for high school government club members in six schools to attend a series of air quality workshops to be held at the AQMD.

Forty-seven contacts were made with regard to Rule 222 Boiler Program by providing and explaining the applicable AQMD rules, regulations and application forms for the required registration.

Radio broadcasting company wanted to apply for permits for installed emergency generators at the main office and two transmission sites. Staff determined generators were certified and assisted in completing registered equipment application forms.

Non-profit environmental compliance consultant: Client is considering moving coating operation from back East to Orange County and was concerned about limits that would be imposed on the operation by AQMD rules. Staff discussed applicable rules and the maximum VOC emissions given on new spray booth permits.

Dry cleaner has an expired permit due to non-payment of annual renewal fee.  Operator was informed that the purchase of a new machine with the latest emission control technologies was required.  Staff provided assistance in preparing a petition for an order for abatement/variance in order to continue operating while locating financing for the new equipment.

Laboratory research & development has a new operation with several types of equipment. Staff conducted an on-site consultation, explained applicable AQMD rules and filing requirements, and issued a clearance letter.

Trade school: Out-of-state company plans to set up local school and wanted to know requirements to obtain spray booth permit.  Staff advised that a booth used exclusively for educational purposes by an educational institution, is exempt from a permit. Staff offered assistance in complying with applicable rules and suggested they also provide their students with compliance information.

Furniture manufacturer requested assistance on how to handle a Notice to Comply to maintain coating usage records for spray booth. Staff evaluated their operation and requested them to obtain Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) from their coating manufacturers/distributors in order to calculate VOC and toxics emissions. Staff will return to assist them in recording and calculating emissions.

Auto body shop was cited by AQMD Compliance staff.  At the request of our Chief Prosecutor's Office, conducted an onsite consultation, provided and explained applicable AQMD rules in Spanish and assisted in the completion and submittal of the required application forms.

Lithographic printing company:  Revisited the company to assist the manager in completing an applications for the existing and new presses, and reviewed his current VOC recordkeeping. 

Food products manufacturer submitted registration applications for three boilers. AQMD staff screened the applications and found each had problems. Staff visited the facility and found two of the applications were unnecessary because the boilers were permitted.  Assisted in correcting the applications and discussed choices for compliance with the upcoming deadline in Rule 1146.2. Assistance was also requested in applying for a permit for their existing emergency generator. Staff intends to revisit when emissions specs are obtained from the manufacturer. 

Automotive repair shop: Partners purchased a closed auto body shop and requested assistance in obtaining permit for existing spray booth. Staff inspected the booth and determined that a change of ownership could be done on the permit, but the equipment description on the permit had some discrepancies. Staff intends to meet with the engineering staff to see if this problem can be corrected upon submission of an application for change of ownership.

Completed courtesy phone calls to 143 companies with expired permits.  Retained 30 permits for a total revenue retention of $16,419.95

Responded to eight requests through the Business Revitalization Centers by providing assistance regarding AQMD rules and regulations and permit requirements.

 LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITY

Intergovernmental Affairs staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with this month.

ACTIVITY

 Met with Mayor of the City of Coachella.  Discussed issues about burning on agricultural land as related to the Vineyards Project in the City of Coachella, with respect to the Williamson Act requirements and restrictions.

Met with City Manager of the City of Big Bear Lake regarding the proposed “Partially Enhanced” Smog Check Program in the areas of Riverside and San Bernardino Counties not currently included in the Program.

Met with City of Garden Grove staff and Beach Manufacturing Company representatives regarding issues related to a change in business location.

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS
Transportation Programs implements Rule 2202-On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, and related training programs; provides AB 2766 outreach and technical assistance to local governments; coordinates with regional planning agencies relative to transportation, transportation conformity, and air quality issues; implements the AQMD's Rideshare Program; administers the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Demonstration Program; and administers additional mobile emission reduction programs and activities (such as AQIP, Clean Air Choice, Tug Boat MOUs, and Transportation Control Measures). 

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS 

The Media Communications Unit is responsible for informing and educating the public through the media and through the AQMD’s Communication Center.  

Communication Center Statistics
The Communication Center handles all AQMD main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

Main Line Calls
Cut-Smog Line
After Hours Calls*
Spanish Line Calls
Total Phone Calls

5,307
2,548
2,133
23
10,735

 *Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Media Releases

Following are the various media releases for the month. 

MEDIA
ACTIVITY

All
Wrote and issued media advisory on January Board meeting and Norma Glover's initiatives

All
Distributed news release on Chairman Glover's initiatives to media

Magazine
Provided information to Economist magazine regarding AQMD air quality programs

Magazine
Provided information to Economist magazine on AQMD programs

Magazine
Provided information to Organic Style Magazine regarding the proposed perc rule 

Magazine
Provided information to Wood and Wood Products Magazine regarding proposed Rule 1137

Magazine
Provided information to Wood and Wood Products on Rule 1137

News Service
Provided information to Natural Resources News Service regarding perc rule

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding Board adoption of Rule 1178

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding revised proposal for Rule 1133

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA on Rule 1133 public comments

Newsletter
Provided information to California Environment Report regarding AQMD comments on Port of LA project

Newsletter
Provided information to News Fuels and Vehicles regarding AQMD funding for taxis

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding Governor's budget for air quality programs

Newsletter
Provided information to BNA regarding William Burke's term as Chairman

Newsletter
Provided HRA documents to Orange County Register re: Disneyland fireworks

Newsletter
Provided information to Platts regarding Rule 1178 (domes to enclose petroleum storage tanks)

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding Norma Glover's initiatives

Newsletter
Provided information to Fleets and Fuels regarding availability of Ford CNG taxis

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding Norma Glover's initiatives

Newsletter
Provided information to California Environment Report regarding composting rule, perc rule, Adopt-a-School Bus program

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding marine port emissions

Newspaper
Provided information to Palm Springs Desert Sun regarding biodiesel

Newspaper
Provided information to Palm Springs Desert Sun on biodiesel

Newspaper
Provided information on South Coast ozone exceedances in 2000 to Fresno Bee

Newspaper
Provided information to LA Daily News regarding AQMD programs for CNG vehicles

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding port emissions

Newspaper
Provided information to Torrance Daily Breeze regarding AES Redondo Beach compliance record

Newspaper
Provided information to Beach Reporter regarding public notice for Chevron RFG project

Newspaper
Provided information to the Hemet Town Crier regarding asbestos removal

Newspaper
Provided information to Stockton Record regarding perc rule

Newspaper
Provided information to the San Bernardino Sun regarding complaints filed against Inland Compost & Organic Recycling facility in Colton

Newspaper
Provided information to Orange County Register regarding Disneyland fireworks

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Governor's budget cuts and effect on AQMD

Newspaper
Provided information to the San Gabriel Valley News Groups regarding the January Board Meeting and AQMD’s New Chairman

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times/Inland Valley Section on Norma Glover's appointment to Chair

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Orange County Register regarding Disneyland fireworks

Newspaper
Provided information and interviews to Los Angeles Times regarding marine port emissions

Newspaper
Provided information to Dallas Morning News regarding imposing reduced speed limits to cut air pollution

Newspaper
Provided information to Hemet Town Crier regarding asbestos investigation at Hemet Unified School District

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding street sweepers and PM10 emissions

Newspaper
Arranged interview with the Executive Officer for Korea Times regarding air quality issues

Newspaper
Provided digital photo of Norma Glover, and information on Norma Glover's initiatives to Los Angeles Business Journal

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Daily News regarding AQMD clean-fueled taxi funding and CNG fueling stations

Newspaper
Provided information to Fresno Bee regarding fireplace emissions, proposed dairy regulations

Newspaper
Provided information to Hemet Town Crier regarding asbestos at Hemet Unified School District

Radio
Provided information to KPCC – 89.3 regarding diesel emissions in the Harbor area

Radio
Provided information to Inland News Radio regarding the January Board Meeting

TV
Provided information to ABC News/World News Tonight on perc rule

Press Relations Statistics

The Press Relations staff handles media calls to the AQMD and media monitoring.

Press Interviews/Assistance
Total Clippings/Transcripts
Mailings by News Bureau

65
118
30
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