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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

As of March 2000, the AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives below.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

2.  Ambient Monitoring of Air Toxics
MATES II and Microscale Study:  Completed.  Governing Board approved MATES II study at March 2000 meeting.

5.  Environmental Justice Task Force
Completed.  The final report was received at the August 1999 Governing Board meeting. 

6.  City of Los Angeles Environmental 

     Justice Forum
Completed.  AQMD participated in the October 25, 1997, forum.

7.  Diesel Fuel Clean-Up Incentives
The series of fleet rules was completed in April 2001 with the adoption of Rule 1195, Clean On-Road School Buses.

8.  Field Inspection Technology
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a plan at the December 1998 meeting. 

9.  Portable Equipment Permitting
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a compliance policy for Portable Equipment on March 12, 1999.

10. Public Comment, Rules 1401 and 

     1402
Completed.  The Governing Board approved the Toxics Reduction Plan at the March 2000 meeting.

The following Initiatives are ongoing:

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

1. Town Hall Meeting.
· Staff participated in a Community Stakeholder’s meeting sponsored by the California Air Resources Board on March 18th.

3. Community Response    

    Teams
· No activity reported .

4. CEQA Commenting
Reporting period:  March 2001
Documents received this reporting period: 

65

Requests to AQMD for document review:

0

Documents to receive AQMD comments:                         15

Comment letters sent out this reporting period:

25

COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month:

Sponsored Orange County Asian & Pacific Islander Community Alliance Anniversary event and 5th Anniversary Dinner.

Spoke to students and staffed an information table at the Pomona Unified School District’s Youth Career & Job Fair at The Village in Pomona.

Staffed information table at Global Green Sustainability Conference in Marina Del Rey.

Staffed information table at the grand opening of the Friendship Park Nature Center in San Pedro.

Participated in career day at Canyon Springs High School in Moreno Valley.

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for District staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The District also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office this month:

Spoke to students about AQMD careers at a Futures Day event at Muir High School in Pasadena.

Gave a presentation on environmental justice to the Cal State Northridge gifted student program.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

Visitor Transactions
Info Pkgs.

Mailed
Calls Rec’d by

PIC Staff
Calls to Automated System
Total Phone Calls

203
105
359
4,219
4,578

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given:

ACTIVITY

Attended La Puente ROP Student Judging event and  served on interview panel (20 students interviewed) to judge students for scholarships.

Spoke with representative of Wells Fargo Bank regarding their participation in the CalCAP bank loan insurance program.

Set up and participated in the public consultation meeting for the dry cleaning rule (Rule 1421).

Boiler outreach presentation to Industrial Environmental Coalition of Orange County-approx. 45 attendees.

Coordinated outreach for Workshop on Regulation III – Fees

Coordinated outreach for Workshop on Rule 1421 -- Control of Perchloroethylene Emissions from Dry Cleaning Operations.  

Coordinated outreach for Workshop on Rule 1193 -- Clean On-road Residential and Commercial Refuse Collection Vehicles.

Coordinated outreach for Workshop on Rule 1631 -- Pilot Credit Generation Program for Marine Vessels.

Coordinated outreach for Rule 1421 - Control of Perchloroethylene Emissions from Dry Cleaning Operations.  

Coordinated outreach for Rule 1309.1 -- Priority Reserve Public Hearing 

Mailed 865 special notices to boiler owners alerting them to upcoming deadline.

Coordinated outreach for Rule 1401 -- New Source of Toxic Air Contaminants Public Hearing 

Met with local school district facility management to discuss and offer the EPA boiler tune-up opportunity. 

Met with local city hall to discuss and offer the EPA boiler tune-up opportunity.

Picture frame manufacturer: Needed help in obtaining a permit for an existing spray booth. Assisted in filling out applications forms for the booth and advised what supplemental information to provide on coatings. 

Die casting company: Requested assistance submitting applications for change of ownership for aluminum and zinc furnaces. Will be relocating in the next few months and advised him new permits would be required for a new location and BACT requirements could be a major concern. Will visit their facility and look at their permits and equipment to obtain enough information to give to District permitting engineers for a preliminary assessment.

Food manufacturer:  Operates dehydrated corn storage silos and associated dust collector system without valid permits (referred by compliance staff). Explained permitting and compliance requirements for raw food material storage and handling system. 

Large apartment complex:  Operates boilers and emergency generators without valid permits. Explained the permitting and compliance requirements for boilers and engines.

Auto sales company:  Discrepancies in permit equipment description were found by Compliance staff for spray booth equipment. Provided assistance in getting the permit reissued correctly.

Rule 1146.2 boilers outreach effort: Provided consultation to a major local city’s building administration department regarding low-NOx boilers and related compliance requirements, including variance petition option.

Wood product manufacturer:  New business start-up needing assistance filing for a permit to operate for a paint spray booth.  Explained applicable District rules and the required application forms.  Will follow-up after submittal of the application forms in order to issue a clearance letter.

School district:  Existing facility that received our Rule 222 boiler flyer and requested assistance.  The district has seven boilers subject to Rules 203, 222,  1146.1 and 1146.2.  Explained applicable District rules, regulations and application forms.  Will follow-up by conducting an “ On-Site Technical Consultation.” 

Dry cleaner:  Operates a perc dry cleaning machine without valid permit. Provided consultation and explained the permitting and compliance requirements.

Textile manufacturer:  Plans to import tenter frame textile dryer from Korea.  Provided consultation regarding tenter frame equipment permitting requirements, including New Source Review and BACT requirements.  

Local Indian reservation:  Studying the feasibility of installing a waste-to-energy system.  Provided consultation regarding permitting and compliance requirements for the power generation system.

Gasoline dispensing facility: This is an existing facility that received a Notice of Violation and is going through the settlement program. Assisted the facility regarding compliance issues at the request of the Chief Prosecutor’s office.

New gas station:  Provided consultation regarding permitting and compliance requirements for fuel storage and dispensing equipment.

Metal works shop:  Conducts open spray operation in the yard.  As requested by local fire department,  provided consultation regarding the permitting and compliance requirements for coating operations outside of the control enclosure.

Drum reclamation facility:  Plans to install an oxidizer to control VOC emission from existing spray booth.  The company is applying for financing from the Cal Cap program supported by the Air Quality Assistance Fund (AQAF).  Staff conducted the background and equipment permitability review.

Several local school districts:  Operate a number of small boilers.  Some of the boilers need to be replaced to comply with the low-emission requirements of Rule 1146.2.  The school districts anticipate difficulties financially and logistically to comply with the rule by the 7/1/02 deadline. Staff continued to provide consultation and assistance  variance petitions.

Contractor:  Employed by a major school district to manage and remove lead-containing paint.  Staff provided detailed assistance to complete a permit application for the negative air machine/HEPA [High Efficiency Particulate Air] filter-lead equipment permit.

Aircraft repair service:  Wants to modify large spray booth to be legal to spray aluminum primer that contains a toxic.  Reviewed proposed modifications, which would consist of addition of HEPA filters. Advised that our permitting engineers would require exhaust be pulled through the filters, not pushed through. Additionally, measured stack height and distance to nearest receptors so that a preliminary risk factor calculation can be done.

Upholstery & carpet: At the request of an AQMD inspector, explained applicable District rules and regulations.  Conducted an, “On-Site Technical Consultation.”  The assistance was given in Spanish.

Real estate management company:  Submitted registration application for boiler. According to BTU rating information they supplied, boiler should have been permitted, not registered.  Visited facility and found they were operating an emergency generator, as well as the boiler, without permits.  Suggested they apply for permits as soon as possible.

Automotive paint shop: Let permits on two spray booths expire. Advised that it would be much cheaper to reinstate permits than to eventually apply for new ones. Assisted with reinstatement forms.

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE (Federal and State)

The Legislative Office continually tracks and identifies legislation that directly affects AQMD's programs, authority and impact to residents in the South Coast Air Basin, and works with AQMD staff, legislative staff, and others to prevent negative impacts from proposed legislation.  The Office also maintains a visible presence through advocacy programs that seek to strengthen and maintain positive relationships with state and federal officials.

ACTIVITY

Completed the SB 1928 Report – Regulatory Activity Report to the Legislature.

Finalized 2002 State legislative status report for use as a resource on legislation of interest to the AQMD.  

Attended Legislative Roundtable group monthly meeting to discuss proposed legislation.  Meeting attended by representatives from area transportation agencies including SCAG, MTA, and AAA.

Worked with MSRC staff to draft position letter on SB 1827 (Torlakson).  

LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITY (Four-County Area)

Intergovernmental Affairs staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with this month.

ACTIVITY

Assisted City of Artesia Fleet Services Director regarding information on bus funding.

Met with Community Services Director for City of Pico Rivera regarding spray booth complaint.

Met with staff of Montebello regarding alternative fuel vehicle funding, AQMD Chairman’s Initiatives, and constituent complaint process.

Contacted city managers of Artesia, Avalon, Bell, Bellflower, Bell Gardens, Cerritos, Compton, Cudahy, Downey, Hawaiian Gardens, Huntington Park, La Habra Heights, Lakewood, La Mirada, Long Beach, Lynwood, Maywood, Montebello, Norwalk, Paramount, Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs, Signal Hill, Vernon, and Whittier regarding Carl Moyer funding opportunity and mailed informational brochure to each.

Met with Industrial Council Executive Director.  Discussed EPA, ARB, and AQMD Environmental Justice policies, actions, and initiatives, MATES II study, and impact on local businesses.

Met with Calabasas councilmember.  Discussed concerns over diesel generator use by local cable operator.

Met with California Contract Cities Executive Director.  Explained environmental justice issues, microturbine, and Carl Moyer funding program.

Met with staff to City of Santa Clarita regarding alternative fuel vehicles, AQMD Chairman’s Initiatives, and the constituent complaint process, and alternative fuel vehicle fueling infrastructure.

Met with district office staff from Los Angeles City Councilmember regarding community-based air pollution prevention opportunities and AQ complaint process.

Met with staff to City of San Fernando regarding alternative fuel vehicles, AQMD Chairman’s Initiatives, and the constituent complaint process.

Met with Montclair Councilmember  to discuss air quality and local election issues.

Hosted and made an air quality presentation to the participants in the Leadership Connection Program. (San Bernardino)

Met with Community Development Director for the City of Laguna Woods. Discussed air quality and local election issues.

Attended the Air Resources Board’s “Environmental Justice Stakeholders Group Meeting” at the City of Garden Grove Community Center.

Spoke with Signal Hill City Manager regarding air quality issues.

Spoke with Pico Rivera Director of Housing regarding ongoing complaint regarding autobody shop, planning department's suggested plan revisions, and potential for increased AQMD permit fee.

Attended Norwalk City Council meeting.  Announced AQIP bidders conference, discussed microturbine program, environmental justice issues, and distributed AQMD General Information kit to council members, city manager, and city clerk.

Spoke with AQMD staff regarding Pico Rivera spray booth problem, spray booth potential increase of AQMD permitting fees, and spray booth installations required by Pico Rivera Planning Department.

Spoke with La Habra Heights Interim City Administrator regarding air quality issues, Carl Moyer,  AQIP funding programs, and appointment of new City Administrator.

Attended City of Hawaiian Gardens City Council meeting.  Distributed AQMD General Information kits to city council and city clerk.  Announced Carl Moyer and AQIP funding opportunities.  Discussed Environmental Justice issues.

Conference with staff to SGVCOG Solid Waste Committee regarding Proposed Rule 1133.

Discussed and delivered information regarding AQIP funding program to city finance officer for the City of South Gate.  

Discussed and delivered AQMD General Information kits to City of Commerce as requested for use by citizen advocacy group.

Discussed AQIP funding program with City of Montebello Finance Officer.

Attended the Northwest Riverside Clean Cities Coalition Steering Committee Meeting.  Provided assistance to Clean Cities Coalition and Western Riverside Council of Governments staff and answered questions.

Met with City of Los Angeles CAO, CLA, & Env. Affairs Dept. staff regarding diesel retrofit programs.

Met with City Managers for Bell, Bellflower, Bell Gardens, and Cudahy and delivered AQIP funding information.

Attended the Baldy View Public Private Coalition (CLOUT) Meeting.  Discussed air quality matters with various councilmembers and mayors from Chino, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, Claremont, Pomona, Montclair, and Upland.

Attended the Orange County Council of Governments Board Meeting.  Provided a report on the status of the California Air Resources Board’s  “Clean Air Plan” and the AQMD’s “Air Quality Management Plan.”

Met with City of Buena Park Mayor.  Discussed the status of Buena Park’s request for funding for microturbines.

Attended the San Bernardino City/County Managers Technical Advisory Committee Meeting.  Provided a report on the status of the California Air Resources Board’s  “Clean Air Plan” and the AQMD’s “Air Quality Management Plan.”

Conference with staff to Congressmember regarding community/city clean-air programs funding.

Attended the Inland Empire Managers Association meeting.  Provided a report on the status of the California Air Resources Board’s “Clean Air Plan” and the AQMD’s “Air Quality Management Plan.”

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS
Transportation Programs implements Rule 2202-On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, and related training programs; provides AB 2766 outreach and technical assistance to local governments; coordinates with regional planning agencies relative to transportation, transportation conformity, and air quality issues; implements the AQMD's Rideshare Program; administers the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Demonstration Program; and administers additional mobile emission reduction programs and activities (such as AQIP, Clean Air Choice, Tug Boat MOUs, and Transportation Control Measures). 

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS 

The Media Communications Unit is responsible for informing and educating the public through the media and through the District’s Communication Center.  

Communication Center Statistics
The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

Main Line Calls
Cut-Smog Line
After Hours Calls*
Spanish Line Calls
Total Phone Calls

6,091
3,580
2,404
43
12,969

*Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Media Releases

Following are the various media releases for the month. 

MEDIA
ACTIVITY

Internet TV
Arranged for “Energy News Live,” a phone interview with Carol Coy regarding the RECLAIM Audit.

Magazine
Provided information to Composting News regarding proposed Rule 1133.

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside EPA regarding CBE lawsuits.

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding Strategic Initiatives.

Newsletter
Provided information to BNA regarding biodiesel.

Newsletter
Provided information to Power Market Today regarding the RECLAIM Audit.

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside EPA regarding RECLAIM.

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Desert Post regarding Coachella Valley dust plan.

Newspaper
Provided information to California NGV Coalition newsletter on fleet rule emissions reductions.

Newspaper
Provided information to San Diego Tribune regarding RECLAIM audit.

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding Board meeting agenda.

Newspaper
Provided information to Orange County Register regarding new EPA ozone/PM2.5 standards.

Newspaper
Provided information to San Bernardino Sun regarding new EPA ozone/PM2.5 standards.

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding new EPA ozone/PM2.5 standards.

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding compost, dry cleaner rules.

Publication
Produced April edition of  “AQMD Advisor” and responded to reader inquiries.

Radio
Provided information to Inland Empire News Radio regarding interview with AQMD’s Chairman Glover

Press Relations Statistics

The Press Relations staff handles media calls to the District and media monitoring.

Press Interviews/Assistance
Total Clippings/Transcripts
Mailings by News Bureau

16
37
41
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