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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

As of March 2000, the AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives below.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

2.  Ambient Monitoring of Air Toxics
MATES II and Microscale Study:  Completed.  Governing Board approved MATES II study at March 2000 meeting.

5.  Environmental Justice Task Force
Completed.  The final report was received at the August 1999 Governing Board meeting. 

6.  City of Los Angeles Environmental 

     Justice Forum
Completed.  AQMD participated in the October 25, 1997, forum.

7.  Diesel Fuel Clean-Up Incentives
The series of fleet rules was completed in April 2001 with the adoption of Rule 1195, Clean On-Road School Buses.

8.  Field Inspection Technology
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a plan at the December 1998 meeting. 

9.  Portable Equipment Permitting
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a compliance policy for Portable Equipment on March 12, 1999.

10. Public Comment, Rules 1401 and 

     1402
Completed.  The Governing Board approved the Toxics Reduction Plan at the March 2000 meeting.

The following Initiatives are ongoing:

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

1. Town Hall Meeting.
· Staff attended and participated in a community meeting hosted by Westside Residents for Clean Air in San Bernardino on April 18th.

3. Community Response    

    Teams
· No activity reported. 

4. CEQA Commenting
Reporting period:  April 2002
Documents received this reporting period: 

44

Requests to AQMD for document review:

0

Documents to receive AQMD comments:                         10

Comment letters sent out this reporting period:

24

COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month:

Sponsored Orange County Asian & Pacific Islander Community Alliance Anniversary event and 5th Anniversary Dinner.

Spoke to students and staffed an information table at the Pomona Unified School District’s Youth Career & Job Fair at The Village in Pomona.

Staffed information table at Global Green Sustainability Conference in Marina Del Rey.

Staffed information table at the grand opening of the Friendship Park Nature Center in San Pedro.

Participated in career day at Canyon Springs High School in Moreno Valley.

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for District staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The District also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office this month:

Finalized agendas for Tuesday (4/16) visit by Shanghai Environmental Protection Bureau and Wednesday (4/17) visit by delegation of executives representing adhesive and sealant manufacturers and chemical producers from Japan.

Provided a tour of the AQMD Headquarters to a seven-member delegation of adhesive and sealant manufacturers from Japan.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

Visitor Transactions
Info Pkgs.

Mailed
Calls Rec’d by

PIC Staff
Calls to Automated System
Total Phone Calls

750
56
4,436
4,743
4,748

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given:

ACTIVITY

Reporting activity on R1146.2 and R222B:   First Quarter 2002 

Applications received:                  1,935

New revenue:                                $236,840.32

Assistance with variances:            9

Presentations:                                15

Associations noticed via email:    9

Provided technical assistance in responding to boiler inquires from the Rule 1146.2 compliance out-reach notices that Public Advisor Office recently sent out.

Expired Permit Courtesy Phone Call Program: Retained 27 permits for an estimated revenue retention of $10,423.65.

Manufacturer of self-contained, zero effluent waste treatment system for portable restrooms: Explained permitting and compliance requirements for wastewater treatment equipment. 

Bathtub manufacturer: Plans to relocate production facility in basin area.  Explained permitting and compliance requirements for resin material operation equipment and processes.

Dry cleaner: Plans to purchase a new dry cleaning machine. Explained the permitting and compliance requirements for dry cleaning equipment proposed by the new amended Rule 1421.

Airport ground support equipment rebuilder: Requested compliance assistance for open spraying operation. Visited facility and discussed parameters of limited open spraying. Also explained all the applicable rules and recordkeeping. 

Power company: Wanted to purchase a 5mm BTU diesel or kerosene-heated pressure washer, provided permits not required. Advised that unit would definitely require a permit, and suggested they investigate availability of propane-powered unit <2mm BTU, which would be exempt.

Boiler Presentation (approximately 45 in attendance).  

Dental fixtures manufacturer: Company received notice to comply to submit application for their emergency generator. However, they were having difficulty obtaining technical operational information on engine, necessary to complete forms. Found a national web site for their manufacturer and provided them the information. 

Frozen food manufacturer: Currently under an abatement order to replace a medium-size boiler.  Due to financial hardship, the company requests a modified order to allow additional time to achieve final compliance with District requirements.  Provided assistance with the preparation and hearing process of the abatement order modification.

Commercial property owner: Has a dry cleaner tenant and expects complete environmental compliance for the dry cleaner.  Staff provided consultation to the owner and explained the permitting and compliance requirements for dry cleaning machines using various cleaning technologies.

Spray booth sales & installation company: Installed a spray booth and prep station in an auto body shop in 1999, but failed to apply for permits. Recently given NOV for operating without permits. The spray booth company filled out the application forms and wanted them checked before submitting. Reviewed applications and made suggestions on changes. Explained there would be a 50% penalty added to the application fees, regardless of the reasons the applications were not submitted. 

Spice/flavor blending: Investigating regulations that related to proposed start-up company. Advised they probably would be exempt from permits, but suggested it would be important to consider a location with less risk of nuisance complaints about odors. 

Food manufacturer: Operates deep-fat fryers without proper permits.   Explained the permitting and compliance requirements.

Cabinet manufacturer: Recently relocated to new building and installed a second spray booth. Due to problems with property owner, has to move again. Had three sites he was considering and asked to have them checked for proximity to schools. Using an Internet map program, checked the three locations and found there were no schools within 1000’. Will assist him when he is ready to apply for permits.

Cement mixer manufacturer: Operates abrasive blasting room and related emission control equipment without valid permits.  Provided assistance in completing permit applications for the equipment.

Auto dealership: Existing business that requested assistance regarding billing and multiple company ID’s.  Explained the applicable District rules and regulations and resolved billing concerns. 

Motion picture film lab: Received NOV because they did not install control system for film cleaning machine and wet gate printers. Requested assistance with permitting. Visited facility and VP. Talked about their potential emissions, sizing of the carbon adsorber control system, permit applications required, and associated costs. Will return to assist them with application forms after they make decisions on equipment to be used. 

Prefabricated architectural aluminum manufacturer: Installing conveyorized robotic painting system, with an emissions control system, and requested assistance with VOC recordkeeping. Visited facility and talked about the applicable rules and the need to obtain MSDS for all their coatings. Will return after they have had a source test on their control system, because the results of the test will be used for their emissions calculations.

Port of Los Angeles LA West Basin Marine Terminal Improvement Project (EIR): Residents are voicing concern on potential air quality impacts. Recommend that staff monitor this project, which encompasses communities of Wilmington, San Pedro and Long Beach.

Assisted large company in bankruptcy with the payment of AQMD fees.

Attended Westside Residents for Clean Air community meeting.

Hosted a field trip for a third-grade class from Diamond Point School in Diamond Bar.

Staffed an information table during a health fair at the San Antonio Gardens Senior Center in Claremont.

Attended a meeting of the Cal League of Conservation Voters- Education Fund.

Gave a presentation on Environmental Justice Programs to area Employee Transportation Coordinators.

Attended a meeting of the Port of Los Angeles on the proposed EIR on the West Basin area of the harbor.

Staffed information table at City of Pomona Earth Day celebration at Civic Center Plaza. Distributed outreach literature and promotional materials and answered questions about air pollution.

Gave a general air quality overview to three drivers education classes at Bloomington High School. Discussed issues of air pollution control, inspection and maintenance and alternative transportation.

Hosted field trip by environmental science class from Pomona College. Arranged for staff experts to discuss alternative energy technologies and provided a tour of the building.

Organized AQMD Earth Day Fair. Set up exhibitor tables. Staffed AQMD information table.

Staffed information table at Cal State Northridge Earth Day Fair.

Arranged for field trip for an environmental science class from Pomona College.

Staffed AQMD information booth at Kid’s Ride event during the Southern California Bike Expo at the Los Angeles Convention Center.  The Kid’s Ride attracted 350 riders and was well attended. The AQMD was a sponsor of the Kid’s Ride and the Bike Expo. The Bike Expo had 15,200 attend over 3 days.

Gave an orientation on the air pollution presentation and activity to teachers who will be bringing their classes to the April 19 Earth Day Event at the Chino Basin Water Conservation District’s Montclair facility.

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE (Federal and State)

The Legislative Office continually tracks and identifies legislation that directly affects AQMD's programs, authority and impact to residents in the South Coast Air Basin, and works with AQMD staff, legislative staff, and others to prevent negative impacts from proposed legislation.  The Office also maintains a visible presence through advocacy programs that seek to strengthen and maintain positive relationships with state and federal officials.

ACTIVITY

 Completed summary legislative analyses for seven bills for consideration by Legislative Committee in April.

 Provided oral legislative update to the MSRC-TAC at their monthly meeting.

 Provided oral legislative update to the Home Rule Working Group at their monthly meeting.

 Prepared testimony for legislative hearing on 
 AB 2718 – Distributed Generation.

 Prepared first quarter state lobbying report form required by law.

 Prepared position letter on 
 SB 1827– Use of AB 2766 Funds.

LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITY (Four-County Area)

Intergovernmental Affairs staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with this month.

ACTIVITY

Met with Long Beach Traffic & Transportation Manager regarding AQIP funding potential.

Met with City of Commerce Environmental Services Specialist, discussed environmental justice issues, gave copies of AQMD Environmental Justice, 25 Ways to Clean the Air, Health Effects of Air Pollution, 1-800-CUT-SMOG bumper stickers, Small Business Assistance Resource Guides, and Reporting Air Quality Problems brochures per request.  They will be available to the public at the appropriate city counters.

Attended SCAG Solid Waste Committee discussion on PR 1133.

Attended SCAG MAGLEV committee to discuss air quality issues.

Met with La Mirada Public Works/Environmental Services Director.  Discussed AQIP funding, air quality issues, AQMD Permit Check List letter, future funding list, Electric vehicle/LNG/CNG fueling stations and microturbine program.

Spoke with City of Commerce Environmental Services director.  Ordered copies of Environmental Justice, 25 Ways to Clean the Air, and Reporting Air Quality Complaint brochures for delivery next week.  Brochures will be set out for the public.

Spoke with La Mirada Public Works/Environmental Services Director regarding tire recycling program and (electric and alternative fueling infrastructure funding).

Contacted California Department of Energy regarding potential funding for Electric trucks for the City of La Mirada.

Met with Carson City Manager and Development Dept. Director.  Discussed air quality issues; Carson Sports Complex CEQA issues; air monitors in the area; helping City place monitor in Carson, public workshop in Carson with City, AQMD, and refineries; and City Manager tour of AQMD headquarters.

Met with Councilman for Coachella.  Discussed issues regarding a home development project in the City of Coachella.

Met with Upland City Manager to demonstrate the CNG Ford Crown Victoria.  Discussed performance and fueling issues related to its use by the city manager.

Met with Deputy Superintendent, Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District regarding the proposal to construct a golf course near an elementary school. 

Met with Cypress Council Member and a Cypress business constituent.  Demonstrated the CNG Ford Crown Victoria and discussed performance and fueling issues related to its use.

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS
Transportation Programs implements Rule 2202-On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, and related training programs; provides AB 2766 outreach and technical assistance to local governments; coordinates with regional planning agencies relative to transportation, transportation conformity, and air quality issues; implements the AQMD's Rideshare Program; administers the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Demonstration Program; and administers additional mobile emission reduction programs and activities (such as AQIP, Clean Air Choice, Tug Boat MOUs, and Transportation Control Measures). 

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS 

The Media Communications Unit is responsible for informing and educating the public through the media and through the District’s Communication Center.  

Communication Center Statistics
The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

Main Line Calls
Cut-Smog Line
After Hours Calls*
Spanish Line Calls
Total Phone Calls

6,786
3,680
2,335
34
13,966

*Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Media Activities

Following are the various media activities for the month. 

MEDIA
ACTIVITY

All
Distributed news release on Earth Day activities.

Book
Provided information on air quality trends to Smithsonian Institution.

Journal
Arranged an interview for Environmental Manager’s Compliance Advisor regarding the amendments to Rule 1421. 

Magazine
Provided information to Toyota Motor Sales regarding air quality trends.

Magazine
Provided information to Waste News regarding historic air pollution photos.

Magazine
Provided information to Laundry and Cleaning International regarding perc rule.

News Service
Provided information to AP regarding Asian dust storm.

News Service
Provided information to City News Service regarding air quality forecast.

News Service
Provided information to Natural Resources News Services regarding proposed composting rule. 

Newsletter
Provided information on AQMD fleet rule emission reductions to California NGV Coalition.

Newsletter
Provided information to Air Daily regarding RECLAIM Trading Credits, ACE Notice of Violation.

Newsletter
Provided information to McGraw-Hill publications regarding RECLAIM audit.

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding compost rule.

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal EPA regarding comments received on Chairman’s Initiative #1.

Newsletter
Provided information to McGraw-Hill publications regarding RECLAIM audit.

Newsletter
Provided information to BNA regarding AQMD response to CARB diesel study.

Newspaper
Provided information to Inland Valley Daily Bulletin regarding CNG school buses.

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Mira Loma study.

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Mira Loma study, MATES II.

Newspaper
Provided information to Huntington Beach Independent regarding NOVs issued to Cambro Manufacturing.

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding compost rule.

Newspaper
Provided information to Fresno Bee regarding air quality trends in South Coast Air Basin.

Newspaper
Provided information to LA Times/Inland Valley Section regarding permit for IC engines at Milliken Landfill.

Newspaper
Arranged an interview for the Wall Street Journal regarding amendments to Rule 1421.

Newspaper
Provided information to the Huntington Beach Independent regarding Cambro Manufacturing Plant’s Skylab facility. 

Newspaper
Provided information to Inland Valley Times regarding the proposed composting rule.

Newspaper
Provided assistance locating airline emissions information to the SF Mercury News.

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Fresno Bee regarding Azusa historic air quality.

Newspaper
Provided information to Leisure World newspaper on DWP Haynes Generating Station.

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Orange County Register regarding Disneyland fireworks.

Newspaper
Provided information to Inland Business Press regarding compost rule.

Newspaper
Provided information on SERF Long Beach facility and interview with L.A. Daily News.

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Ft. Worth Star-Telegram regarding notification of schools for air quality forecasts.

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Los Angeles Daily News regarding CARB diesel study.

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding CARB study and Omnitrans.

Newspaper
Provided information to Torrance Daily Breeze on ash fallout in Torrance.

Newspaper
Provided information to Orange County Register regarding Disneyland particulate sampling.

Radio
Provided information and interview to Inland Radio regarding Rule 1195 funding and emissions reductions.

Radio
Provided information to PBS radio regarding air pollution at ports.

Television
Arranged an interview for KESQ-TV regarding the Coachella Valley’s dust problems.

Television
Provided information to North County Times regarding the RECLAIM audit.

Press Relations Statistics

The Press Relations staff handles media calls to the District and media monitoring.

Press Interviews/Assistance
Total Clippings/Transcripts
Mailings by News Bureau

48
136
166
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