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AQMD reserves the right to change any criteria such as the schedule, qualifications, and selection criteria outlined in this Program Announcement & Application.  In the event of any such changes, AQMD will provide proper notice to prospective applicants.

DATE:
July 12, 2002

TO:
South Coast Air Basin’s Cities and Counties

FROM:
Barry Wallerstein, Executive Officer, SCAQMD

SUBJECT:
SCAQMD Program Announcement to Local and Regional Public Agencies for Diesel Particulate Retrofit Projects under the State Emissions Mitigation Program

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is pleased to announce a funding opportunity for implementation of the State Emissions Mitigation Program in the South Coast Air Basin.  This Program Announcement is designed to provide incentive funds to local and regional public agencies located in the South Coast Air Basin to retrofit their on-road, heavy-duty diesel vehicles with a diesel exhaust after-treatment filter, commonly referred to as a “particulate trap.”  In order to qualify for funding, only vehicle engines that are compatible with CARB-verified particulate traps can be used.  No funds under this program shall be used to retrofit refuse haulers or transit buses.  This program is intended to reduce exposure to toxic diesel particulate matter emissions and other smog forming air pollutants as expeditiously as possible in order to achieve the objectives of the State Emissions Mitigation Program.

All local and regional public agencies located in the South Coast Air Basin are eligible to apply for funding to retrofit their on-road, heavy-duty diesel fleet vehicles with CARB-verified particulate trap systems.  

SCAQMD staff is available to assist applicants during the preparation of their applications for this program.  Points of contact for administrative and technical assistance are included in the attached Program Announcement (Section I.E).

Should you have any questions regarding this Program Announcement, please contact Ms. Vicki White, Air Quality Specialist at (909) 396-3436.  The Announcement and Application documents can also be accessed via the Internet by visiting SCAQMD’s website at www.aqmd.gov.
Our main objective is to reduce diesel particulate matter and toxic compound emissions from heavy-duty diesel fleet vehicles, and we look forward to receiving your application.
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Section I: Program Introduction

I.A.
PM RETROFIT PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Governor Gray Davis has established a statewide program to mitigate excess emissions from peaker power generation units, which are needed to alleviate the power crisis in California.  This statewide program is known as the State Emissions Mitigation Program.  Upon implementation of this program, CARB solicited project proposals and requested that the AQMD administer the emission reduction projects that qualify under the CARB guidelines and are conducted in the South Coast Air Basin.  In response to this request, the AQMD Governing Board, at its July 20, 2001 meeting, approved the establishment of the State Emissions Mitigation Fund.  CARB has recently allocated $3.1 million to this fund for retrofitting local and regional public fleet vehicles in the South Coast Air Basin with particulate trap devices.  Of these funds, CARB has agreed that $750,000 will be passed through to the City of Los Angeles for particulate trap retrofit projects.  The remaining $2.35 million are available through this Program Announcement as incentive funds for particulate trap retrofit projects.  All local and regional public agencies located in the South Coast Air Basin are encouraged to apply for funding under the PM Retrofit Program.

Further details regarding the specific requirements and criteria of the PM Retrofit Program are outlined in section I.D. in this document.

I.B.
PROGRAM SCHEDULE
The PM Retrofit Program will be conducted in accordance with the State Emissions Mitigation Program guidelines.  The implementation schedule for the PM Retrofit Program is illustrated below.  This is not a competitive bid program announcement.  However, if more applications are received than available funds, awards will be granted based on the following minimum criteria:  1) type of vehicles to be retrofitted, 2) number of vehicles to be retrofitted, 3) availability of low-sulfur fuel, and 4) location and size of fleet.
PM Retrofit Program Schedule

June 4, 2002 
ARB approved $3.1 million in grant funds for particulate trap retrofit projects in the South Coast Air Basin.  [Of these funds, $2.35 million is available under this Program Announcement.]

July 12, 2002
Issue the Program Announcement & Application #PA2003-04 

August 7, 2002
Applications for funding due from City and/or County agencies

September 13, 2002
SCAQMD Board to consider approval of awards to City and/or County Agencies

March 31, 2003
All projects shall be fully operational by no later than this date.

I.C.
AppliCATION SUBMITTAL

The applicant shall submit three copies of the application in a sealed envelope, plainly marked in the upper left-hand corner with the name and address of the applicant and the words “Program Application PA2003-04”.  All applications for the PM Retrofit Program are due no later than 4:00 p.m., August 7, 2002.  All applications for the PM Retrofit Program should be directed to:




Procurement Unit




South Coast Air Quality Management District




21865 East Copley Drive




Diamond Bar, CA. 91765

I.D.
PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES, REQUIREMENTS, & CONDITIONS

GRANT PROVISIONS FOR PM RETROFIT PROGRAM

A.  Grant Provisions

1) Only local and regional public fleets within the AQMD boundaries qualify for funding.  State and federal agencies are not eligible for funding.

2) Only CARB-verified Level 3 diesel particulate matter filters (DPF) qualify for funding.  

Details regarding verified particulate trap retrofit systems and engine families and applications for which these retrofit technologies have been verified can be found on CARB’s website at:  www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/documents/verifieddevices.htm
3) Refuse haulers and transit bus applications do not qualify for program or match funds.

4) Projects must have a minimum project life of 5 years within the South Coast Air Basin.

5) Particulate traps shall be installed and fully operational by no later than March 31, 2003.

6) Contractors shall report equipment usage to the AQMD until January 2005.

7) Retrofitted vehicles shall operate on low-sulfur diesel fuel with a maximum sulfur content of 15 ppm by weight.   

8) Contractors shall seek the lowest possible bid.  The maximum allowable funding amount is $6,000/particulate trap device, including installation and sales tax.    

FUNDING ALLOCATIONS

A.  Amounts of Funding

1. Program will pay for the full cost of retrofit devices, including installation and sales tax.  The maximum allowable funding amount is $6,000/device, including installation and sales tax.  

2. Documentation of the actual cost of the retrofit device, including installation and sales tax, is required upon reimbursement.  

B.  Match Funds for the PM Retrofit Program

1. The application shall document any match funds that were allocated to the PM retrofit project.  Match funds in the amount of $1 for every dollar funded under this program is preferable.  Applications that include match funds will be given preference for funding.

2. The source of match funding for the PM retrofit project shall be documented and attached to this application.  If other grant funds are being used as match funding, detailed information on required use of those funds shall be included.

C.  Disbursement of Funds

1. Funds will be paid on a reimbursement basis by the AQMD after installation of the retrofit devices.  Proof of installation shall accompany any request for reimbursement of approved funds. 

PROJECT IMPLENTATION

A.   Project Selection and Award of Funds

1. Funding for PM retrofit projects will be awarded through a non-competitive process.  If more applications are received than available funds, awards will be granted based on the following minimum criteria:  1) type of vehicles to be retrofitted, 2) number of vehicles to be retrofitted, 3) availability of low-sulfur fuel, and 4) location and size of fleet.  

2. The City of Los Angeles may submit an application under this Program Announcement to receive additional funding for particulate retrofit projects.  

B.   Project Completion Deadlines

All PM retrofit projects shall be fully operational by no later thanMarch 31, 2003.  In order to meet this deadline, the AQMD recommends all retrofit device orders be placed within 30 days of award of funds.

C.   Monitoring and Reporting

1. Local or regional public agencies receiving funding must notify the AQMD when the retrofit devices are ordered and again when the devices are installed.

2. Local or regional public agencies receiving funding must notify the AQMD when contracts are signed for the purchase of low-sulfur fuel.

I.E.
IF YOU NEED HELP
This Program Announcement and Application can be obtained by accessing the SCAQMD web site at www.aqmd.gov.  SCAQMD staff members are available to answer questions during the application acceptance period.  In order to help expedite assistance, please direct your inquiries to the applicable staff person, as follows:

· For General, Administrative, or Technical Assistance, please contact:

Fred Minassian


or

Vicki White

Technology Implementation Manager

Air Quality Specialist

Phone: 909-396-2641




Phone: 909-396-3436

Fax: 909-396-3252




Fax: 909-396-3252

· For Contractual Questions, please contact:

Nancy Covey

ApplicationsContracts Manager

FAX: 909-396-2765
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PM RETROFIT PROGRAM


APPLICATION FOR PM RETROFIT GRANT

Fiscal Year 2002
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GRANT APPLICATION FORM FOR THE 

PM RETROFIT PROGRAM

City/County Name:  ___________________________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________

City: ________________ County________________ State: CA

Zip Code: _____________

Air District 

Jurisdiction: 

____________________________________________________________

City/County Contact Person: 


Name/Title: 

Phone No.:  __________________
Fax: No.:___________________

Email:          _____________________________________________

Amount of Funds Requested    _________________________

Number of Retrofit Devices
  _________________________

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PROPOSED VEHICLES TO BE RETROFITTED 

WITH PM DEVICES

Vehicle ID 

No.
VIN No. 


Gross Vehicle Weight
Cumulative

Mileage
Year Built
Vehicle Manufacturer
Engine Make & Model
Engine Family
Fuel 

Type





































































































Please document the availability of low-sulfur fuel for your fleet: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SAMPLE GRANT AWARD AND AUTHORIZATION FORM

PM RETROFIT PROGRAM


PM RETROFIT GRANT AWARD & AUTHORIZATION FORM

Fiscal Year 2002

Your fiscal year 2002 application for funding under the PM Retrofit Program has been approved as follows: 

City/County:

Grant Award:

Grant Number:

You are authorized to administer a local program according to the requirements described in the following documents, which are attached and incorporated as part of this grant:

Completed Application to PM Retrofit Program (Attachment A)

Contacts (Attachment B)

The undersigned parties agree to the terms and conditions as set forth in this grant.  The undersigned parties certify under the penalty of perjury that they are duly authorized to bind the parties to this grant.

South Coast




City/County:

Air Quality Management District:


Signature of Authorized Official                   
Signature of Authorized Official

Name:_________________________

Name:________________________

Title:__________________________

Title:_________________________

Date:__________________________

Date:_________________________ 
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