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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

The AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives #2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.  Ongoing fulfillment of the other initiatives is as noted below.

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

#1  Town Hall Meetings
· Hosted a community meeting on June 20 in Wilmington to address community concerns relative to the Subsequent EIR for the Ultramar Refinery Project.

#3  Community Response Teams
· Attended 75th Street School facilities ad hoc meeting on June 25 and June 28 in South Central Los Angeles to address asbestos concerns from campus renovation activities.

· Worked with Compliance staff in addressing concerns raised by East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice in the city of Commerce.

· Provided Spanish-language translation of fliers on California Law and Reporting Odor Complaint for distribution with community survey conducted among residents in the City of Commerce.

· Assisted Alhambra community member regarding odor complaints from auto body repair shops.
· Assisted community member regarding fugitive dust from a construction site near residential area in unincorporated area of Los Angeles county.

#4  CEQA Commenting
· Documents received during June 2002:
52

· Requests to AQMD for document review:
0

· Documents to receive AQMD comments:
26

· Comment letters sent out this reporting period:
13

COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the June 2002.

ACTIVITY

Staffed an information table at “Celebrating a Clean Community” Environmental Fair at Trinity Recreation Center, Los Angeles

Staffed an information table at kick-off event for10-week Santa Monica Pier Community Concert Series.  This 10-week outreach event will allow AQMD to provide visitors to the Santa Monica Pier, and attendees of the concert series, with information on air quality, environmental responsibility, sustainability and community involvement.  Staff created a targeted outreach piece “10 Things You Can Do To Clean the Air” in addition to distributing Call to Action cards to sign up members for the formation of a region-wide Clean Air Congress.

Provided outreach materials on smog and health for UCLA Harbor Medical Center’s Asthma and Respiratory Health Fair.

Participated in the 4th Annual Los Angeles Career Fair, Sponsored by Sen. Kevin Murray, Brotherhood Crusade & Mothers in Action at the California Science Center, Los Angeles.

Staffed an information booth at the “California Autobody Association Convention 2002.”

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for AQMD staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The AQMD also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office this month.

ACTIVITY

Provided an air quality presentation to the Walnut Valley Rotary Club.

Gave a general air quality overview slide presentation to a delegation from Korea.

Hosted an environmental protection delegation from China.

Hosted visitors from Manila, Philippines.

COMMUNICATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

June 2002

Main Line Calls
Cut-Smog Line
After Hours Calls*
Spanish Line Calls
Total Phone Calls

6,260
3,712
2,156
38
12,166

*Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

June 2002

Visitor Transactions
Info Pkgs.

Mailed
Calls Rec’d by

PIC Staff
Calls to Automated System
Total Phone Calls

534
25
177
6,417
7,153

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given.

ACTIVITY

Staff conducted an on-site consultation at a metal investment casting facility to determine the equipment permit requirements for wax burnoff furnaces and induction melting furnaces.  Staff also provided assistance in completing permit applications for eight furnaces and one baghouse.

Staff assisted an oil field production company by providing and explaining the applicable AQMD rules, and assisted in the completion and submittal of the required permit application package. 

Staff assisted an environmental technology company that plans to install a medical waste treatment/low NOx engine co-generation system for a major local health care facility. The technology is a plasma-enhanced melter to treat medical wastes and uses the off gas containing hydrogen and NG to fuel the engine for power generation.  Staff provided assistance regarding permitting and compliance requirements for medical waste treatment and co-generation equipment. 

Staff assisted a Ventura county-based bathtub manufacturing facility that plans to relocate to LA County.  Staff provided assistance regarding the permitting requirements for a resin operation facility.  Will facilitate meeting with Engineering Permitting staff in the near future. 

Staff provided assistance to an industrial company that operates a laser wood cutter that was cited for causing public nuisance odor.  The company requested staff’s assistance for a solution to eliminate or control the odor problems. 

Staff provided assistance to a furnace design and manufacturer regarding permitting /compliance requirements for wax burn-off and induction melting furnaces.

Staff provided assistance to a sign and trophy manufacturing shop that was twice cited for operating a laser rubber cutter and causing odor nuisances.  Staff provided assistance regarding the possible solution to eliminate or control the odor problems. 

Staff provided permit application assistance to a medical equipment manufacturing facility operating a cyclone w/o a valid permit with the completion of a permit application for the dust control equipment. 

Staff assisted a restaurant corporation with 30 locations within our jurisdiction, regarding permitting and rule compliance issues.

Staff provided information to a local school district that operates 20+ small boilers which need to be replaced by 7-1-02 Rule 1146.2 deadline.  Staff explained variance petition procedures with the Hearing Board. 

Staff assisted a motion picture film restoration lab with a variance petition. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS ACTIVITY (Four-County Area)

Intergovernmental Affairs staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with this month.

ACTIVITY

Attended Industrial Council of Commerce’s Community Awareness and Emergency Response (CAER) meeting.  Provided information about Commerce air monitoring plans, AQMD support of the City’s Cal-EPA grant application for recycled tires for playground cover, AQIP funding program, and AQMD Clearance Letter program

Attended SCAG Regional Transit Task Force meeting.  Met with personnel from MTA, OCTA, Caltrans Region 8 & 9 to discuss air quality, and environmental justice issues.

Met with Beverly Hills Asst. City Manager and Deputy Director of Transportation.  Discussed AQIP, AB2766 funding, electric vehicle lease program, environmental justice, AQMD Clearance Letter program, and Building Dept. employee asbestos training on June 20.

Attended Lakewood City Council meeting.  Gave presentation about AQIP funding, electric vehicle lease, asbestos training at AQMD, and AQMD Clearance Letter program.


Attended Long Beach Chamber Governmental Affairs meeting.  Discussed AQIP funding, AQMD Clearance Letter program, and alternate fuel vehicle lease program.  Distributed copies of the Advisor.

Met with Gateway Cities COG to discuss the COG’s grant funds for diesel engine replacement, particulate traps, and oxygenated catalysts.

Attended Contract Cities Association meeting.

Attended and assisted the Beverly Hills building department asbestos training for counter staff.

Attended SCAG Regional Transportation Demand Task Force meeting.

Visited an L.A. County bus company site to tour the facility that is the source of many complaints about idling diesel buses.

Attended Gateway Cities Planners Association meeting.  Discussed AQMD Clearance Letter program and asbestos permitting and notification procedures.

Met with Santa Monica mayor and discussed air quality issues.

Attended Long Beach Leadership meeting.  Discussed air quality, diesel particulates, and I-710 Corridor upgrades with city leaders and business owners.

Attended a conference with San Pedro neighborhood leader regarding a diesel emission public workshop and environmental justice issues.

Met with City of Huntington Park Community Development Director regarding Rule 2202.

Met with City of Huntington Park Community Development Director regarding 1997 Exemption Letter, alternative work schedule to reopen City Hall five days a week, and emission reduction benefits of enabling city employees to work a four-day work week.

Met with La Habra Heights City Manager regarding heavy-duty trucks and diesel reduction programs.

Attended Orange County COG Board of Directors meeting.
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