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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

The AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives #2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.  Ongoing fulfillment of the other initiatives is as noted below.

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

#1  Town Hall Meetings
· Hosted a community meeting on July 31 in Wilmington to address community concerns and also present the Environmental Justice proposed enhancements for FY 2002-03.

· Attended a community meeting in Wilmington to hear the revised EIR for the West Basin Marine Terminal transportation improvement project.  

· Confirmed eight meeting locations for upcoming public consultation meetings on the Proposed EJ Program Enhancements.  Placed meeting information on the website for improved accessibility and also translated the 23-point summary into Spanish and Chinese.  

#3  Community Response Teams
No activity to report.

#4  CEQA Commenting
· Documents received during July 2002:
63

· Requests to AQMD for document review:
0

· Documents to receive AQMD comments:
30

· Comment letters sent out this reporting period:
17

COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month of July 2002.

ACTIVITY

Staffed an information table at the Santa Monica Pier Community Concert Series. Received an average of 115 respondents per event who completed “Call to Action” cards to participate in future clean air activities.

Participated as an exhibitor in KBIG radio's outreach event in Irvine. Distributed outreach materials and had booth visitors complete "Call to Action" cards.

Participated in the Los Angeles Galaxy Kicks for Kids Community Festival and Information Fair at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena.

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for AQMD staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The AQMD also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office during July 2002.

ACTIVITY

Hosted visitors from the Philippines and Australia.

Hosted delegation from India.

Hosted a delegation from the Lombardy Regional Government, Milan, Italy that requested information on clean fuels and health effects of air pollution.

Smog and Health presentation to students participating in summer program at DelHaven Community Center 

Organized and hosted a visit by Director of Environmental Quality Branch of Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency.

Hosted a group of high school science teachers participating in a summer program hosted by the American Chemical Society.  Provided an air quality overview and comprehensive tour of AQMD's laboratory.  

COMMUNICATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

June 2002

Main Line Calls
Cut-Smog Line
After Hours Calls*
Spanish Line Calls
Total Phone Calls

7,449
4,328
2,564
45
14,386

*Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

July 2002

Visitor Transactions
Info Pkgs.

Mailed
Calls Rec’d by

PIC Staff
Calls to Automated System
Total Phone Calls

407
34
177
7,692
7,153

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given.

The following are examples of the types of businesses we help, and the services provided.

EXAMPLES

Met with foreign based truck component manufacturer seeking information on permitting requirements for a plant they are considering building.

Assisted 12 dry cleaners needing help with going through order for abatement process.

Assisted 13 auto body shops that requested on-site visits.

Assisted a property management firm needing help with boiler applications.

Assisted DTSC staff with questions about dry-cleaning equipment requirements.

Assisted an architect designing a new fire station that would need permits.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS ACTIVITY (Four-County Area)

Government Relations staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with this month.

ACTIVITY

Met with City of Corona's Economic Development staff members.  Provided overview of current AQMD programs and discussed opportunities to participate in the city's upcoming community events.

Met with staff at Westminister regarding council presentations.

Met with Executive Staff to City of Fullerton regarding general outreach.

Meet with Inglewood Public Works staff.  Discussed air quality issues, AB 2766, Clearance Letters, alternate fuel vehicles, funding opportunities, environmental justice, air monitoring and other issues.

Attended Commerce Industrial Council, Government Affairs Committee.  Distribute “10 Things AQMD is Doing to Clear the Air” flyer, discuss Gateway Cities COG Diesel Truck Funding program, gave report on Gateway Cities I-710 Corridor meetings, and discussed Small Business Assistance Outreach plans.

Attended League of California Cities meeting.  Distributed AQMD materials and met with elected city officials.

Conference with staff and contact with City of South El Monte regarding permitting complaints for sand and gravel operations.

Provided information to the Planning Director of the City of Rolling Hills Estates on the Children’s Air Quality Agenda to the City’s Planning Director

Provided contact information to the City of Corona on CALCAP; added Economic Development Center Director and staff member to Advisor mailing list; Delivered small business assistance guide to EDC for distribution.

Provided list of AB2588 (air toxics “hot spots” program) facilities located in the city to the City Planner of Rancho Cucamonga.

Attended the Inland Valley Alliance Government Relations Forum.  

Prepared summary analysis for Federal legislation H.R. 4867 and S. 2588 for the August Legislative Committee meeting.

Prepared position letters for State legislation AB 2461, AB 2312, AB 2650, and AB 1173.  
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