PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT

September 2002

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

The AQMD has met the objectives of the 1997 Environmental Justice Initiatives #2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.  Ongoing fulfillment of the other initiatives is as noted below.

	INITIATIVE
	ACTIVITY

	#1  Town Hall Meetings
	Hosted community meetings to address community concerns and also present the Environmental Justice proposed enhancements for FY 2002-03 on the following dates and locations:

· September 4 - Santa Ana

· September 5 - Lennox

	#3  Community Response Teams
	Attended community meeting in South El Monte to discuss concerns regarding Rule 212, Standards for Approving Permits and Issuing Public Notice.

	#4  CEQA Commenting
	Documents received during September 2002:
44

· Requests to AQMD for document review:
0

· Documents to receive AQMD comments:
6

· Comment letters sent out this reporting period:
23


COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month of September 2002.

	ACTIVITY

	Staffed an information table at the Los Angeles Galaxy Kicks for Kids event at the Rose Bowl.  Distributed air quality information and helped public complete "Call to Action" cards to participate in future clean air activities.

	Participated in the Friends of the Los Angeles River Community Event.

	Attended Transportation Corporate Committee meeting regarding upcoming rideshare event.

	Attended Southern California Chemical Tech Alliance to discuss organizing tours for students.

	Attended Service Learning Partnership Meeting hosted by Constitutional Rights Foundation to introduce our programs to educators.

	Followed-up with three school districts regarding completion of grant applications.  

	Assisted a Compton resident with concerns of a Rule 212 Notice.  Invited the resident to participate in future Working Groups that will be addressing issues relative to cumulative impacts. 


SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for AQMD staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The AQMD also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office during the month of September 2002.

	ACTIVITY

	Hosted environmental training delegation (37 individuals) from various provinces in China and provided the delegation with a general air quality overview and tour of the District’s lab.  

	Hosted Manager of Operations and Enforcement for vehicle emissions, CETESB (Environmental Agency for State of Sao Paulo, Brazil), who met with District staff to discuss ethanol as an automotive fuel and additive and vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance.


COMMUNICATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

September 2002

	Main Line Calls
	Cut-Smog Line
	After Hours Calls*
	Spanish Line Calls
	Total Phone Calls

	7,796
	4,328
	2,564
	45
	14,733


*Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

August 2002

	Visitor Transactions
	Info Pkgs.

Mailed
	Calls Rec’d by

PIC Staff
	Calls to Automated System
	Total Phone Calls

	560
	70
	266
	7,796
	8,692


BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and work with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given.  
	EXAMPLES

	Conducted 33 free on-site consultations.

	Provided permit application assistance to 34 companies.

	Provided variance petition assistance to 3 companies.

	Assisted 1 dry cleaner needing help with going through Order for Abatement process.

	Staffed booth at the LA Economic Development Cooperation's Money Match Expo 2002.

	Staffed booth at the LA Black Business Expo.

	EXAMPLES (Continued)

	Issued 9 clearance letters.

	Examples of businesses that were assisted include:

· Motion Picture Film Cleaning and Printing Companies

· Garment Screen Printers

· Plastic Colorant Manufacturers

· Furniture Refinishers

· Several Auto Body Repair Shops


LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITY (Four-County Area)

Governmental Relations staff provides outreach including monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, and works with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following are typical issues dealt with for the month of September.
	ACTIVITY

	Presentation to the Fontana Chamber’s Business Connection members, including promotion of the Small Business Assistance Conference. Answered questions about air quality and AQMD programs.

	Presentation to the Ontario Chamber’s Business Networking Group, including promotion of the Small Business Assistance Conference. Answered questions about air quality and AQMD programs.

	Attended the League of California Cities/IE Division’s Legislative Task Force meeting. Informed city council members, city managers and key city/region representatives about the Small Business Assistance Conference.

	Attended the Chamber Legislative Action Committee meeting for the cities of Beaumont, Banning and Calimesa. Promoted the Small Business Assistance Conference during the meeting. 

	Attended Gateway Cities Council of Governments Board meeting.  Distributed Carl Moyer Program current funding information, AQMD Advisor, and the brochure  “Ten Things AQMD is Doing to Clean the Air.”

	Attended the Commerce Industrial Council Government Affairs meeting.  Distributed flyers regarding current Carl Moyer funding cycle.

	Attended the SCAG Energy & Environment Committee meeting.

	Conference with Assemblyman Cardenas’ District Director regarding ongoing odor and dust complaints in Pacoima.

	Conference with Caltrans District 7 Associate Planner regarding grants for Environmental Justice Outreach programs.

	Conference with Los Angeles County Supervisor’s Deputy regarding assistance to the Supervisor and her constituents.

	Conference with Los Angeles County Supervisor’s Deputy regarding 1-800-CUT-SMOG procedures.

	Attended Commerce Industrial Council meeting.

	Attended Long Beach Chamber of Commerce Government Affairs Committee meeting.

	Met with an Assembly member's Chief of Staff regarding their town hall meeting.

	Attended California Air Resources Board Public Workshop on School and Transit Bus and Heavy- Duty Vehicle proposed idling regulation.

	Discussions with Inglewood Senior Analyst regarding El Segundo Power Plant project.  Sent California Department of Energy latest report and news release on the project.
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