PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT

OCTOBER 2002
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
In September 2002, the Governing Board approved the Environmental Justice Program Enhancements for FY 2002-03.  The 23-point enhancements will serve as the basis for further outreach and problem-solving activities regarding short and long term environmental justice issues.  A summary of environmental justice activities undertaken by Public Affairs will be enclosed with future reports.
	INITIATIVE
	ACTIVITY

	#4  CEQA Commenting
	· Documents received during October 2002:
50

· Requests to AQMD for document review:
0

· Documents to receive AQMD comments:
7

· Comment letters sent out this reporting period:
41


COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in

resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month of October 2002.

	ACTIVITY

	Participate in  LA Times Festival of Health, Exposition Park, Los Angeles.

	Participated in City of Beverly Hills Health Fair.

	Hosted 14th Annual Clean Air Awards at Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles.*

	Participated in Delta Air Health Fair.

	Participated in Cal Poly Pomona Rideshare Fair.

	Participated in Clean Air Mini Fair, East Los Angeles College.

	Staffed a booth at Thomas Edison Middle School Health Fair in Los Angeles.

	Participated in Barlow Respiratory Hospital Health Fair in Los Angeles.


* Individuals, companies and organizations were honored for their outstanding efforts to clean up the Southland’s air at the 14th Annual Clean Air Awards ceremony on October 16, 2002 at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel in downtown Los Angeles. This annual awards ceremony pays tribute to those who have made significant contributions to cleaner air in the South Coast Air Basin over the past year. Winners were honored in the categories of Leadership in Government, Advancement of Air Pollution Technology, Innovative Transportation Projects, Public Education on Air Quality Issues, and Promotion of Good Environmental Stewardship. The first ever Robert M. Zweig, M.D., Memorial award was presented to Dr. Dan Hays.  This award recognizes the contributions of physicians deeply committed to reducing the impacts of pollution on public health.

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for AQMD staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The AQMD also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office during October 2002.

	ACTIVITY

	Hosted visiting dignitaries from Shanghai Engineering delegation.

	Hosted Taipei visiting dignitaries.


COMMUNICATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

October 2002

	Main Line Calls
	Cut-Smog Line
	After Hours Calls*
	Spanish Line Calls
	Total Phone Calls

	6,684
	4,346
	2,199
	72
	13,301


*Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

October 2002

	Visitor Transactions
	Info Pkgs.

Mailed
	Calls Rec’d by

PIC Staff
	Calls to Automated System
	Total Phone Calls

	646
	88
	268
	4,480
	4,748


BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given.

	EXAMPLES

	Conducted 34 free on-site consultations.

	Provided variance petition assistance to 4 companies.

	Provided permit application assistance to 55 companies.

	Held Small Business Assistance Conference at Diamond Bar headquarters.*

	

	

	


· The AQMD hosted a Small Business Assistance conference at AQMD headquarters on October 21, 2002. More than 300 participants had a rare opportunity to learn about the latest small business requirements and deadlines for air quality, water quality, storm water control and hazardous waste, all in one meeting. The conference featured speakers from the AQMD, other environmental agencies, and corporations, and included updates on incentives and financial assistance, permitting assistance, and new less-polluting technologies available to businesses.  Exhibitors were also on hand to share their expertise as well. 
	Staffed booth at Empowerment through Entrepreneurship Symposium.

	Issued 29 clearance letters.

	Provided courtesy phone calls to expired permit holders and retained 18 permits.

	Examples of businesses that were assisted by Public Affairs in the month of October include:
· Stain & Paint Manufacturer
· Drycleaners
· Furniture Refinishers
· Auto Body Repair Companies
· Cabinet Makers
· Building Management Companies
· Construction Management Companies


LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITY (Four-County Area)

Government Relations staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with during the month of October 2002.  
	ACTIVITY

	Presentation on current railroad monitoring at the City of Commerce Community Services meeting.

	Conferences and meeting with City of Hawthorne Environmental Analyst regarding gas station demolition site.

	Research for, and conference with, City of Huntington Park staff regarding Councilmember’s questions about the Vernon Power Plant project.

	Conferences and meeting with County of Riverside Planning Department staff regarding current and pending update to the County’s General Plan Air Quality Element.

	Attended Chino Hills City Council meeting.  Gave presentation on AQMD programs and upcoming events and distributed 100 copies of the Small Business Conference Brochures to the Mayor for her monthly business community breakfast.

	Attended Palm Desert City Council meeting, gave presentation on AQMD programs and provided information about upcoming events.

	Met with Inland Empire Business Development Center Interim Director.  Discussed services AQMD provides to the business community.

	Attended City of Yucaipa’s Ad Hoc Committee meeting to discuss residents’ nuisance complaints about neighboring chicken ranches.

	Attended the Inland Valley Alliance Government Relations meeting.
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