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1.
Call to Order/Opening Remarks
Governing Board Member Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta, Chair of the Ethnic Community Advisory Group (ECAG), called the meeting to order at 1:20 p.m.  There was a quorum and self-introductions were made.

2.
Approval of June 11, 2003 Minutes/Review of Action Items


The minutes were approved as presented.

ACTION:  Staff to forward minutes of the June meeting to the Administrative Committee as an informational item for their August meeting.


Lourdes Cordova Martinez summarized the actions items from the June meeting:

· May Meeting Minutes – Completed

Staff forwarded the approved minutes to the Administrative Committee as an informational item for the July meeting.

· Research potential impacts of Chromium 6 – Completed

Staff has provided a written response from Jean Ospital, Health Effects Officer. Dr Ospital wrote that Chromium 6 is not a volatile chemical, so he would expect no elevated levels due to evaporation from shower water as there could be for volatile organic chemicals. He provided the Group with a literature search and list of abstracts on the subject matter. The Cal EPA office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment is in the process of evaluating the health risks from chromium 6 in water, and is scheduled to release its report by the end of 2003.

· Research requirements for standby generators near schools - Completed
Item discussed in detail at last meeting.  Mohsen Nazemi mentioned there would be rulemaking in regards to this issue.  Staff to keep ECAG members informed.
· Provide information on ECAG Caucuses and Native American Representatives to ECAG membership-Completed
Staff has provided a written response to all ECAG members in attendance on the history of ECAG membership and Native American representation on the Advisory Group.
· Overview of 2003-04 Environmental Justice Work Plan – In Progress
This item will be discussed at today’s meeting.

3.
Approval of New/Renewing Caucus Members
Board Member Verdugo-Peralta referenced a meeting with the ECAG caucus chairs and co-chairs held earlier today.  The discussion focused on resolving the issue of geographic representation of ECAG members on the respective ethnic caucuses.

Pamelalee Bailey-Shimizu explained that she had a concern with the assumption that there are not enough Native Americans to fill a caucus and requested that a Native American Caucus be formed.  She assured the ECAG members that there are sufficient Native American representatives from each county who would be interested in joining ECAG.

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta stated that the issue of there not being enough Native Americans to fill a caucus was not an assumption.  There have been continual efforts to fill the three dedicated seats, without positive results.  In addition, Board Member Verdugo-Peralta stated that the ECAG charter sets membership limits to 30 people.  She asked AQMD legal counsel, John Olvera, what the legal process would be to introduce a change of charter to increase that number.  Mr. Olvera stated that the process would first require approval by the ECAG caucus, then the chair, then the Administrative Committee, and finally the Governing Board.  

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta recommended considering the assignment of a minimum of two seats per county within each caucus.

Thomas Chang, Asian Pacific Islander Caucus Chair, noted that many attempts to recruit members for ECAG membership have been unsuccessful and questioned the key reasons for this.  Ms. Cordova Martinez responded that the time commitment is difficult for many individuals interested in joining ECAG, as well as finding highly motivated individuals who are interested in air quality issues.

Stan Lee, African-American Caucus Chair, suggested forming a subcommittee represented by each of the caucuses to recruit new members, and make an effort to bring more female members to the group.  Mr. Chang questioned limiting the seats to two members from each county.  Ms. Verdugo-Peralta explained that there would still be one seat per caucus open that is not assigned to a particular county and that this issue is open for discussion.  The 10th position would continue to be dedicated to a Native American representative.  

Mr. Lee moved that a subcommittee be formed to review membership criteria and present options for renewing members and recruiting new members.  Mr. Chang seconded the motion.  The motion was passed.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta suggested that the final recommendation be brought back to the ECAG committee in 90 days.  She then asked for volunteers for the subcommittee.  Stan Lee, Pamelalee Bailey-Shimizu, Fernando Del Rio, Tod Short, Thomas Chang and Jason Do volunteered.  Stan Lee was asked to chair the committee.

ACTION:   Hold all new and renewing membership requests for 90 days in order to receive recommendations for membership from the Ad Hoc Committee.

4.
Caucus and Subcommittee Reports
Thomas Chang mentioned he wanted to introduce an API caucus nominee, Denise Ng, who would be introduced later on during the meeting.  There were no other reports.

5.
Draft Model Air Quality Element
Dr. Ganguli gave a presentation on the Draft Model Air Quality Element (MAQE).  He explained how this issue became more strident as part of the Environmental Justice program.  The Draft MAQE is not being mandated by AQMD, but is a set of voluntary options that will be made available to local governments.  Dr. Ganguli highlighted some cities and counties that have adopted air quality elements into their general plans.  Ms. Bailey-Shimizu questioned the benefit of some cities being part of this program.  Dr. Ganguli explained that the items listed in the MAQE directly impact air quality.  Board Member Verdugo Peralta asked if AB2766 subvention funds could be used for this program.  Dr. Ganguli affirmed that some of the subvention monies could be used.  Ms. Bailey-Shimizu asked if tax money would have to be used to enforce this program.  Dr. Ganguli responded that as responsible air quality officials, AQMD staff feels that this program should be voluntary, but heavily promoted.

Ms. Bailey-Shimizu questioned the cost of the program, and pointed out that if there were grant funds available, cities would be more willing to implement the program.  Rose Montoya-Lona asked if this is a separate plan for each city.  Dr. Ganguli explained that the model air quality element could be included within each city/county general plan.

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta stated that land use, and the choices that each city makes in siting industrial facilities was discussed at the recent EJ training workshop held in Ontario.  Dr. Ganguli explained that land issue is a principle part of this program.  Mr. Short mentioned that Cal Trans has large parcels of right-of-way properties that are not being used and felt that these open spaces should be available to people to use as a park rather than going to waste.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta described the large amounts of right-of- way land the utilities also have.

Goals of the Model Air Quality Element include:

· Reducing air quality impacts on sensitive receptors

· Furthering the goals of Environmental Justice

· Reducing mobile source pollution, specifically toxic diesel emissions

· Developing multi-jurisdictional cooperation

· Reducing stationary source pollution

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta described an issue that was addressed at the last Governing Board meeting whereby cities were having trouble with the maintenance of alternative fueled trash trucks.  She stated that if these trucks are not operating properly, the cities put them aside and do not use them. She asked what AQMD is doing to correct this problem.  Dr. Ganguli explained that AQMD has clean fleet rule staff that can address this issue at the next meeting.

ACTION:   Schedule a presentation by fleet rules staff to discuss maintenance and operations

Ms. Montoya-Lona asked if the rideshare program has been successful.  Dr. Ganguli affirmed that the program has been successful, and described that revenues from that program have funded other successful programs such as the lawnmower buyback program, where 3500 gas-powered lawnmowers were retired.

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta asked about the possibility of attaching subvention funds to developing multi-jurisdictional cooperation.  Dr. Ganguli mentioned that at the Local Government Small Business Assistance Advisory Committee meeting, Board Member Loveridge suggested AQMD present the cities with a report on how subvention funds are being used.  That outreach element has been incorporated into the MAQE.  AQMD can suggest usage of funds, but does not have authority to direct the use of funds.  Dr. Ganguli, at the request of Mr. Lee, defined subvention funds as monies received through the state as part of the motor vehicle registration program, which is distributed to the cities in order to help them fund transportation-related air pollution reduction measures.

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta inquired about AQMD involvement in energy-efficiency programs.  Dr. Ganguli affirmed that AQMD can make those suggestions as part of our program recommendations.

Dr. Ganguli described that one of the most useful things AQMD can do is to provide public education regarding air quality and mitigation measures.  He ended his presentation by stating that AQMD staff will give presentations to advisory groups and Board committees, as well as seek their input.  The process is expected to take approximately 3-4 months.  Staff is planning to make a recommendation for approval to the Governing Board in the fall.  Dr. Ganguli offered to provide ECAG with the draft MAQE before the next meeting.

ACTION:  Provide ECAG members with a copy of the Draft MAQE, prior to next months meeting.

6.
Status Report on 2002-03 Environmental Justice Work Plan
Dr. Ganguli provided a status report on the implementation of the 2002-03 Environmental Justice Work Plan and distributed an accompanying handout. 
Dr. Ganguli provided ECAG with a summary of the 23 EJ enhancements that comprised the FY 02-03 Environmental Justice workplan. The enhancements were divided into three categories

· Further-reduced health risks

· Greater community access & involvement

· Economic incentives for accelerated mitigation

· Key activities included:

· Re-adopt Rule 1410 – Hydrogen Fluoride Storage and Use

· Valero Wilmington Refinery MOU

· Model Air Quality Element

· Draft to be presented to cities

· Subregional Analysis

· Alameda Corridor study areas

The FY 2003-04 EJ program annual review and proposed workplan for FY 2003-04 will be presented to the Governing Board at the July 11th meeting.

Before beginning his presentation on the FY 2003-04 workplan, Dr. Ganguli referenced a series of six Environmental Justice Workshops that are currently being hosted by AQMD throughout the region. He thanked ECAG members Mr. Chang, Mr. Lee and Mr. Short for their attendance at the July 8 meeting held in downtown Los Angeles. Mr. Chang commended AQMD staff for a job well done. Mr. Lee stated that he and other attendees enjoyed the case study component of the meeting and found the workshop very worthwhile.

Proposed 2003-04 Workplan

The ten proposed workplan enhancements for FY 2003-04 are:

· Provide an Enhanced Model Air Quality Element for Local Governments
· Review Current Inventory of Toxic Air Pollutant Emissions

· Review and Update the District’s Air Toxics Control Plan
· Website Redesign

· Annual EJ Summary

· Neighborhood EJ Council
· Hearing Board Outreach

· Further Review of Public Records Policies

Dr. Ganguli listed additional key topics, including:

· Cumulative impacts working group

· Cumulative impacts reductions strategies

The Cumulative Impacts Reduction Strategies is the centerpiece of the FY 03-04 workplan and a Working Group has been formed to assist staff in developing an action plan which currently includes 20 proposed strategies, including early action measures. Two key program elements are to update the District’s Air Toxics Control Plan and the development of a one-year workplan to conduct another MATES (Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study) study. A White Paper with recommendations for rule and policy development and proposed implementation will be presented to the Board at the September 5th meeting.

· Review current inventory of toxic air pollution emissions

· Review and update District’s air toxics control plan

· Website redesign



Revamp the website to make it easier to navigate. Also, will 


include multilingual translation.

· Annual EJ summary

· Neighborhood EJ council



Two new locations will be identified to continue the outreach 


process.

· Hearing Board outreach



Offsite Hearings will be held to facilitate the public’s involvement 


in the Hearing process. Also, research feasibility of providing 


videoconferencing at off-site locations.

· Further review of public records policies



Determine if we can enhance public access to information.

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta asked what the goal is for the Alameda Corridor study.  Dr. Ganguli mentioned the Mira Loma study, which includes an assessment of the emissions of the area and the health impacts we can expect in terms of cancer risks and down-wind risks, and offered to provide copies of that report.  Staff projected that information into air quality measures, showing how certain actions will impact the community.

ACTION:  Provide copies of the Mira Loma Air Quality Study

Mr. Lee asked how the Alameda Corridor would be expanded, and whether emissions from trains and the trucks will be addressed.  Dr. Ganguli explained that there are several options, but questions arise as to what happens if the locomotives were run on clean fuel, if the corridor is electrified, or if trucks are clean-fueled, etc.  The study is very complex and is expected to be completed by the end of this year.  

Mr. Short asked about providing incentives for fleet vehicles that will use the Alameda Corridor so that they would be alternative fueled. As an example, a tax incentive for purchasing an alternative fueled vehicle. Dr. Ganguli said that the utilities have a program under the California Energy Commission that offers some credits. Board Member Verdugo-Peralta emphasized that the California Fuel Cell Partnership (CAFCP) is advocating the use of fuel cell buses, and she has requested the use of them in Southern California. Mr. Short asked what the life expectancy is for a school bus. Mr. Chang said that a standard transit bus can operate for 30 years Dr. Ganguli commented that heavy duty buses can travel over one million miles. 
Mr. Chang asked about the rules for school buses and how the program was funded. Dr. Ganguli said that Rule 1195- Clean On-Road School Buses was the seventh and last in a series of AQMD fleet rules adopted by the Board to transition public fleets from diesel to clean-burning alternative fuels. Previously adopted rules cover public transit buses, trash trucks, street sweepers, airport shuttles, taxis, and other vehicles, such as public works trucks Board Member Verdugo-Peralta said that original funding, $22 million for the clean school bus program, was provided by the state of California (Carl Moyer Program). The funds were divided equally ($11 million) between funding for the purchase of compressed natural gas school buses (incremental cost difference between CNG and diesel) and the purchase of low sulfur diesel fueled school buses.
Under a state law authored by state Assemblyman Marco Firebaugh in 2002, at least half of the funds made available through the Carl Moyer Program would go to low-income areas with relatively high levels of air pollution. Also, in February 2003, the Board approved a plan to dedicate 90 percent of the District’s air pollution penalty fees for the current calendar year to fund the following initiatives:

· continue to provide funding to school districts for the purchase of low-emission school buses; 

· the establishment of a Consortium on Asthma and Outdoor Air Quality; and 

· The Brain Tumor and Air Pollution Foundation to fund research into a possible connection between brain cancer rates in some metropolitan areas and air pollution. 

Mr. Lee questioned the response AQMD is receiving from the Ports.  Dr. Ganguli responded that the Ports have been following these developments very closely, and that one of the key issues that will be addressed is the extent of AQMD’s legal authority.  Dr. Ganguli identified alternatives the ports can use such as retrofit operations, electrification using clean fuels, as well as other options.

A conference on the Precautionary Principle will be held in late August. The program will explore options regarding the precautionary principle and the speakers will include academic researchers, business advocates and others. 

Ms. Montoya-Lona asked about the Board’s reaction to the environmental justice concept.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta replied that the Board voted unanimously for the 23 enhancements, and has been very supportive.

7.
Update on Enhanced Outreach Contracts/Video on Air Quality
Christine Rafael stated that one of the Task Orders is to plan an air quality legislative summit in October or November, to be held in either Sacramento or locally.  She reported that the contractor team has completed and submitted a cultural events calendar, with Pow Wow’s being included in the outreach calendar.  In addition, the asthma screening program will continue and should be completed this fall.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta questioned the reason for considering having the legislative summit in Sacramento, and suggested having it locally so the public can attend as well as due to the fact that the South Coast basin is the most densely populated area in the area of highest non-attainment.
Oralia Michel showed a preview of the public service announcements in both English and Spanish, and mentioned they will be shown on various television and cable stations.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta asked if the announcements would be shown in other languages, such as the Asian languages.  Ms. Michel said the announcements were designed so that the spokesperson could be substituted to speak any language.  Anastacio Medina questioned the AQMD’s capability of answering the 800 number mentioned in the announcement.  Dr. Ganguli explained that the number is answered by an attendant during normal business hours.  During after hours, the calls go to a voicemail box where the caller can leave a message, which is returned the next business day.

8.
Discussion on Energy Issues

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta reminded ECAG members of Edison’s air conditioning recycling program, where residential customers can receive a credit on their SCE bill for volunteering to allow the utility to turn off their compressor by radio signal when the electrical load is at its peak during high demand.  In addition, Board Member Verdugo-Peralta reminded everyone to conserve energy; by setting their air conditioning thermostats to 78(.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta also advised the members that if they are planning on purchasing any listed energy-efficient device, such as whole house fans, energy efficient windows, etc. they must first place a call to SCE to reserve the rebate funds and prior to purchasing the device.

12.
Americans with Disabilities Act

This item was taken out of order.  John Olvera gave a brief presentation on the recent amendments to the requirements of the Brown Act whereby all federal disability discrimination requirements were cross-referenced in order to increase compliance by local officials conducting government meetings.  This includes listing disability accommodation information on agendas, and offering the agendas in alternative formats if requested.  

9.
Discussion on Governing Board Agenda Items
Dr. Ganguli highlighted the August 1 Governing Board Agenda, which involves the Air Quality Management Plan, the AQMD’s blueprint for clean air.  He also pointed out the adoption of the 2003 Coachella Valley PM10 State Implementation Plan portion of the package.  Dr. Ganguli emphasized that these two documents keep us in compliance with the Federal Clean Air Act requirements.  He also mentioned a series of AQMP public hearings that he encouraged the members to attend.

Mr. Medina had a question on one of the items on the Board agenda pertaining to revenues from the U.S. Department of Defense for adaptation of urban air monitoring networks to chemical terrorism countermeasure roles.  Dr. Ganguli explained how the AQMD applied under the U.S. Department of Defense’s national security plan to augment our urban air monitoring networks, and that this is instrumentation that will monitor different types of pollutants.  AQMD has been allocated $900,000 which will be used to monitor different types of chemicals which may be useful to design deterrents and anti-terrorism measures. 

Mr. Chang asked who replaced Hal Bernson.  Dr. Ganguli explained that the representative for Western Los Angeles cities has not been selected yet.

10.
Other Business


Board Member Verdugo-Peralta mentioned the Asthma and Outdoor Air Quality Consortium had its first meeting.  Dr. Jean Ospital was instrumental in putting the consortium together.  The consortium includes Dr. Froines from UCLA; AQMD Board Members Verdugo-Peralta, Paulitz, and LaPisto-Kirtley; Enrique Chiock from the American Lung Association of Los Angeles County; and Francene Lifson from the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America.  

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta also announced that she would be attending the upcoming meeting of the California Fuel Cell Partnership (CAFCP) Steering Team, as AQMD’s representative later this month.  In addition, she stated that there had been a recent news release announcing that the CAFCP would continue through 2007.


Ms.  Montoya-Lona requested it be noted for the record that even though she was unable to attend the environmental justice meeting yesterday, she will try to attend the meeting in Sun Valley.  She also introduced her son who was sitting in the audience.


Ms. Bailey-Shimizu requested it be noted for the record that she disagreed with the statistical analysis noted in Sue Liu’s presentation on the AQMP’s socioeconomic analysis.  Ms. Verdugo-Peralta acknowledged that others expressed the same concerns, including the Local Government Small Business Assistance Advisory Group.  Ms. Verdugo-Peralta stated that Dr. Liu was asked to provide additional information which will be presented at the next meeting of the Local Government Small Business Assistance group, and invited any interested ECAG members to attend.  Mr. Chang asked if Dr. Liu could return and address ECAG members.  The suggestion was affirmed by Board Member Verdugo-Peralta.

ACTION:    Sue Lieu to provide ECAG with update information on socioeconomic analysis data.

11.
Public Comment Period
Mr. Chang introduced Denise Ng as a potential candidate for ECAG membership.  

13.
Adjournment
There being no further comments, the meeting adjourned at 3:19 p.m.
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