
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL #2005-18
DESIGN, ENGINEERING AND INSTALLATION OF A TURN-KEY SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SYSTEM AT AQMD HEADQUARTERS IN DIAMOND BAR, CA

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) requests proposals for the following purpose according to terms and conditions attached.  In the preparation of this Request for Proposal (RFP) the words “Bidder”, "Proposer," “Firm”, "Contractor," and "Consultant" are used interchangeably.  The term “watts/ kilowatts” as used in this document refers to DC watt/kilowatts measured under stabilized PTC (see below) *
.    A mandatory bidders conference and a site walkthrough will be held at AQMD headquarters on January 12, 2005.  The deadline to receive bids for this RFP is February 25, 2005.

PURPOSE

The AQMD is soliciting competitive bids from qualified contractors for the detailed design and engineering, identification, and selection of code compliant components, materials and equipment for the installation and operation of a turn-key solar photovoltaic (PV) system, at its facility located in Diamond Bar, CA.  Using production modules certified by an independent recognized laboratory, and “DC watts” measured under stabilized PVUSA Test Conditions (PTC), qualified bidders could bid on the following sizes:

1. 40kW, 

2. 60 kW, or

3. 80 kW.  

The proposals, to be submitted in the format specified below, should include equipment specifications, permit and installation processes, timelines, costs inclusive of all taxes, co-funding, safety and certification plans, and 60-month minimum warranties for equipment, materials and labor, with a minimum 15 year warranty on the photovoltaic modules.  Prospective bidders must include evidence of certification of their production modules, “DC watts at PTC”, from an independent laboratory.

The AQMD reserves the right to select the appropriate kW level for its needs or not to make any award.

INDEX - The following are contained in this Request for Proposal (RFP):

Section I.
Background/Information/Schedule of Events (pg 2)
Section II: 
Participation In The Procurement Process (pg 3)
Section III:
Work Statement/Schedule of Deliverables (pg 6)
Section IV:
Required Qualifications (pg 10)
Section V:
Proposal Submittal Requirements (pg 11)
· Volume I:  Technical Proposal (without Cost Data)

· Volume II:  Cost Data

· Volume III: Certifications and Representation
Section VI:
Proposal Evaluation/Contractor Selection Criteria (pg 14)
Section VII
Funding (pg 16)
Appendix 1:
Applicable codes and standards:

Appendix 2:
AQMD Site Information

Appendix 3:  Draft Contract
Attachment B:  Certifications and Representations
SECTION I:
BACKGROUND/INFORMATION/SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
The AQMD, through its Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP), has identified the use of clean, alternative fuels in mobile sources as a key air quality attainment strategy since mobile sources are responsible for the majority of smog-forming pollutants and harmful particulate emissions.  Furthermore, the AQMD supports the use of renewable energy for long-term air quality sustainability.  The challenge has been using renewable energy for mobile applications to displace emissions from the highest polluting sector.  One method to achieve this displacement is to provide renewable electricity using solar panels and use the resulting energy to fuel vehicles.  Although all of the major automobile manufacturers have ceased production of electric vehicles, the electricity can be used to produce hydrogen through electrolysis for fuel cell and hydrogen internal combustion engine vehicles.  The renewable energy would thus be used to reduce criteria pollutants and global warming emissions.

CONTACT PERSON:

Questions regarding the technical content should be addressed by email to:


Ranji George, Program Supervisor


Technology Advancement


South Coast Air Quality Management District


21865 Copley Drive


Diamond Bar, CA  91765


Fax:  909/396-3252 or by 


E-mail: rgeorge@aqmd.gov
Questions on AQMD SITE 

Bidders are welcome to ask questions on AQMD facilities by email.  Else, they can directly contact:


(a) Mr.David Cox, dcox@aqmd.gov, Facilities Manager, (909 396 2289) 


(b) Mr.Gary Heiss, gheiss@aqmd.gov, FacilitiesSupervisor,(909396 2297).
A mandatory walk through of AQMD site is scheduled on January 12, 2005.  

Updates

AQMD reserves the right to make updates to this RFP.  Contractor should consult AQMD’s web site at www.aqmd.gov/rfp for the latest updates/amendments, and responses to frequently asked questions (FAQ).  These updates, if any, and responses to FAQ are expected to be listed in a separate document within a week following the bidders conference on January 12, 2005.   Also, if contractors so desire, updates will be sent by email to those contractors who attend the bidders conference.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS


December 3, 2004
Board Approval of RFP


December 3, 2004
RFP Released


January 12, 2005
Mandatory Bidders Conference, 



and Walk Through of AQMD HQ


February 25, 2005
Proposals Due by 5 p.m.*


April 22, 2005 (Tentative)
Recommendation to Technology Committee


June 3, 2005 (Tentative)
Recommendation to Board

A Bidders Conference will be held at the AQMD Headquarters in Diamond Bar, California at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, January 12, 2005.  A site walk of AQMD HQ will be conducted around 11 am.  If you plan to attend in person or via tele-conference, please contact Ranji George, by email at rgeorge@aqmd.gov by close of business on January 5, 2005.  Please note: Contractors are strongly encouraged to attend this Bidders Conference.  Proposals will not be accepted from contractors who fail to send a representative to the bidders conference.

SECTION II:

PARTICIPATION IN THE PROCUREMENT PROCESS
(Please Note: This RFP Is Not Funded Either In Part Or Whole Using EPA Funds.   Thus, EPA-Related Clauses Do Not Apply).

A.  It is the policy of the South Coast Air Quality Management District to ensure that all businesses including minority business enterprises, women business enterprises, disabled veteran business enterprises, and small businesses have a fair and equitable opportunity to compete for and participate in District contracts.


B.  Definitions:

The definition of minority or women business enterprise set forth below is included for purposes of determining compliance with the affirmative steps requirement described in Paragraph F below on procurements funded in whole or in part with EPA grant funds which involve the use of subcontractors.  The definition provided for disabled veteran business enterprise and local business are provided for purposes of determining eligibility for point or cost considerations in the evaluation process.



1.
"Minority-or-women business enterprise" as used in this policy means a business enterprise that meets all the following criteria:



a.
a business that is at least 51 percent owned by one or more minority persons or women, or in the case of any business whose stock is publicly held, at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or more minority persons or women.


b.
a business whose management and daily business operations are controlled by one or more minority persons or women.


c.
a business which is a sole proprietorship, corporation, or partnership with its primary headquarters office located in the United States, which is not a branch or subsidiary of a foreign corporation, foreign firm, or other foreign-based business.



2.
"Minority person" for purposes of this policy, means a Black American, Hispanic American, Native American (including American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut, and Native Hawaiian), Asian-Indian American (including a person whose origins are from India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh), Asian-Pacific American (including a person whose origins are from Japan, China, the Philippines, Vietnam, Korea, Samoa, Guam, the United States Trust Territories of the Pacific, Northern Marianas, Laos, Cambodia, and Taiwan).



3.
"Disabled veteran" as used in this policy is a United States military, naval, or air service veteran with at least 10 percent service-connected disability who is a resident of California.



4.
"Disabled veteran business enterprise" as used in this policy means a business enterprise that meets all of the following criteria:


a.
is a sole proprietorship or partnership of which is at least 51 percent owned by one or more disabled veterans or, in the case of a publicly owned business, at least 51 percent of its stock is owned by one or more disabled veterans; a subsidiary which is wholly owned by a parent corporation but only if at least 51 percent of the voting stock of the parent corporation is owned by one or more disabled veterans; or a joint venture in which at least 51 percent of the joint venture's management and control and earnings are held by one or more disabled veterans.


b.
the management and control of the daily business operations are by one or more disabled veterans.  The disabled veterans who exercise management and control are not required to be the same disabled veterans as the owners of the business.


c.
is a sole proprietorship, corporation, or partnership with its primary headquarters office located in the United States, which is not a branch or subsidiary of a foreign corporation, firm, or other foreign-based business.



5.
"Local business" as used in the Procurement Policy and Procedure means a company that has an on-going business within the boundaries of the South Coast AQMD at the time of bid application and performs 90% of the work related to the contract within the boundaries of the AQMD and satisfies the requirements of Paragraph H below.

6. “Small business” as used in this policy means a business that meets the following criteria:

a. 1) an independently owned and operated business; 2) not dominant in its field of



operation; 3) together with affiliates is either:

· A service, construction, or non-manufacturer with 100 or fewer employees, and average annual gross receipts of ten million dollars ($10,000,000) or less over the previous three years, or

· A manufacturer with 100 or fewer employees.

b. Manufacturer means a business that is both of the following:

1) Primarily engaged in the chemical or mechanical transformation of raw materials or processed substances into new products.

2) Classified between Codes 2000 to 3999, inclusive, of the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Manual published by the United States Office of Management and Budget, 1987 edition.

7.  
"Joint ventures" as defined in this policy pertaining to certification means that one party to the joint venture is a DVBE and owns at least 51 percent of the joint venture.
8. 
"Low-Emission Vehicles in Business" as used in this policy means a company or contractor that uses low-emission vehicles in conducting deliveries to the AQMD. Low-emission vehicles include vehicles powered by electric, compressed natural gas (CNG), liquefied natural gas (LNG), liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), ethanol, methanol, hydrogen and diesel retrofitted with particulate matter (PM) traps.

C.
Under Request for Quotations, DVBEs, DVBE joint ventures, small businesses, and small business joint ventures  shall be granted a preference in an amount equal to 5% of the lowest cost responsive bid.  Local businesses (if the procurement is not funded in whole or in part by EPA grant funds) shall be granted a preference in an amount equal to 2% of the lowest cost responsive bid.

D.
Under Request for Proposals, DVBEs,  DVBE joint ventures, small businesses, and small business joint ventures shall be awarded ten (10) points in the evaluation process.  A non-DVBE or large business shall receive seven (7) points for subcontracting at least twenty-five (25%) of the total contract value to a DVBE and/or small business.  On procurements which are not funded in whole or in part by EPA grant funds local businesses shall receive five (5) points.

E.
AQMD will ensure that discrimination in the award and performance of contracts does not occur on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, marital status, sexual preference, creed, ancestry, medical condition, or retaliation for having filed a discrimination complaint in the performance of AQMD contractual obligations.

F
When contracts are funded in whole or in part by EPA grant funds and if subcontracts are to be let, the Contractor must comply with the following, evidencing a good faith effort to solicit minority and women owned enterprises.  Contractor shall submit a certification signed by an authorized official affirming compliance with the steps below at the time of proposal submission.  The AQMD reserves the right to request documentation demonstrating compliance with these steps prior to contract execution.


1.
Place qualified small and minority businesses and women’s business enterprises on solicitation lists;


2.
Assure that small and minority businesses, and women’s business enterprises are solicited whenever they are potential sources including advertising at least ten days in advance of the bid in a variety of media directed to minority-and women-owned business audiences;


3.
Divide total requirements, when economically feasible, into smaller tasks or quantities to permit maximum participation by small and minority business, and women’s business enterprises;


4.
Establish delivery schedules, where requirements permit, which encourage participation by small 
and minority business, and women’s business enterprises; and


5.
Use the services and assistance of the Small Business Administration and the Minority Business Development Agency of the Department of Commerce.

G.
To the extent that any conflict exists between this policy and any requirements imposed by federal and state law relating to participation in a contract by a certified MBE/WBE/DVBE as a condition of receipt of federal or state funds, the federal or state requirements shall prevail.

H.
When contracts are not funded in whole or in part by EPA grant funds, a local business preference will be awarded.  For such contracts that involve the purchase of commercial off-the-shelf products, local business preference will be given to suppliers or distributors of commercial off-the-shelf products who maintain an on-going business within the geographical boundaries of the AQMD.  However, if the subject matter of the RFP or RFQ calls for the fabrication or manufacture of custom products, only companies performing 90% of the manufacturing or fabrication effort within the geographical boundaries of the AQMD shall be entitled to the local business preference.

I.
In compliance with federal fair share requirements set forth in 40 CFR 35.6580, the AQMD shall establish a fair share goal annually for expenditures covered by its procurement policy.

SECTION III:  WORK STATEMENT/  SCHEDULE OF DELIVERABLES

The Contractor will be entirely responsible for the turnkey design, engineering, purchase of equipment and the installation of a complete system in compliance with applicable codes and standards. 

GENERAL SCOPE OF WORK

Contractor shall design, engineer, acquire equipment and install a turnkey solar electric system at AQMD site that occupies the least amount of roof space.  Contractor must electrically integrate this system to the Southern California Edison and AQMD’s building grid, and to the Renewable Hydrogen Refueling station, acquire all state and federal rebates/incentives, acquire co-funding, finalize the interconnection agreement with Southern California Edison, and install capacity to monitor the performance of the solar panels, preferably in real-time.  Contractor must provide a 60 month warranty on labor and equipment, and a minimum 15 year warranty on the panels, and a 10 year warranty on roof penetrations.  Appendix 1 includes a list of codes and standards that apply to the proposed PV installation and some general information on AQMD site.  Exceptions should be noted.  AQMD reserves the right to accept or reject any deviations proposed.

SPECIFIC TASKS

1. Collect detailed data on AQMD approved location, including solar, window and shadow profiles 

2. Develop detailed design drawings to provide turnkey installation of solar generating power plants at the following sizes (DC watts at stabilized PTC):

i. 40 kW,

ii. 60 kW, or

iii. 80 kW

3. From the start of the project, coordinate the design, engineering and installation efforts with relevant permit authorities, including local fire, building permits, architectural and property associations, and with Southern California Edison.

4. Ensure that the design and engineering of the system are compliant with all relevant codes and standards (including those listed in Appendix 1).

5. Develop an approach to electrically integrate the solar panels to the building and Edison grid, and to AQMD’s hydrogen refueling station

6. Develop roof mountings that minimize, preferably avoid, roof penetrations.  If roof supports that penetrate the roof cannot be avoided, installer needs to provide a 10 year roof and building penetration warranty.

7. Develop detailed engineering drawings and specifications

8. Develop a detailed schedule for engineering, acquisition of components, installation and periodic monitoring

9. Acquire all necessary permits, including building and fire permits

10. Reserve federal and state rebates/incentives for which this project would qualify

11. Acquire equipment based on the engineering specifications, and conduct inspection for quality.  Arrange for storage of received equipment.

12. Install the solar power plant based on approved design including hookups and interconnections to the electric building and Southern California Edison’s grid, preferably via existing interfaces, and to AQMD’s hydrogen refueling station 

13. Enter into Interconnection Agreement with Southern California Edison.  Agreement should include net-metering.  Integrate the solar system with Edison grid. A nearly completed application for such interconnection with the Edison grid should be included with the proposal.  

14. Acquire all relevant federal, state and local incentives/rebates.  No awards will be made if the state program offering self generation rebates through the CPUC/CEC for installing solar electric system is discontinued or is unavailable for this project. 

15. Provide validation criteria to assess the performance of the solar panels, once installed.

16. Provide monitoring equipment to monitor system energy output at different times of the year, and a metering system that measures the kilowatts and kilowatt-hours by the hour, by day and by year to date.

17. Develop manual(s) for operation, maintenance and training.

18. Final Inspection, startup and acceptance testing.

19. Within 20 days of startup and acceptance testing, provide training to designated AQMD employees in all aspects of routine operation, maintenance, and safety of the PV and monitoring system.

20. Reporting every two months for 1st year and every 3 months for the next 3 years on problems encountered, if any, milestones achieved, electricity produced, interconnection issues, electricity consumption saved etc.  

21. Deliver 3 sets of “As-Built” design and engineering drawings within 3 months after project completion, both in hard copy and in electronic CAD format (AutoCAD Version 2002)

22. (Optional) Contractor should quote, as an option, to provide its services to integrate the hydrogen ICE generator to the Edison grid, and acquire the necessary approvals and permits to do so.

23. (Optional) Display unit in the lobby.  Contractor shall quote as an optional item to SCAQMD, an innovative, cost-effective interactive touch-screen display unit in the lobby that provides a video camera view of the solar panels on the roof tops.  It should include easy access to Web sites or databases that provide a learning experience on renewable, particularly, solar energy. It  should also provide a real-time digital display of the energy generated (kWh) during the hour, day, month to date, year to date and energy produced since inception.  A warranty of 3 years should be included with this unit.

24. (Optional).  Bidders are welcome to offer additional optional items to AQMD.  

AQMD reserves the right to accept or reject any optional items offered by the Contractor under #22, #23, and #24.

25. Warranties

The Contractor must provide warranty against defective design, materials, workings and latent defects.  In addition, the Contractor must provide the following minimum warranties:

· 5 year complete system warranty

· 15 year PV panel and degradation warranty

· 10 year roof and building penetration warranty

· 5 year operational power capacity warranty

Additional warranties over the above will be given added preference.  Any exceptions should be noted.  AQMD reserves the right to accept or reject any deviations

26. Timeline 

The following table summarizes a tentative timeline for the project.

Project Initiation

	Task
	Date

	RFP Approval – Board Meeting
	December 3, 2004 

	RFP Released
	December 3, 2004

	Bidder’s Conference/  
AQMD Site Inspection
	January 12, 2005

	Proposals Received
	February 25, 2005,5 pm

	Recommendation to 
Technology Committee
	April 22, 2005 (Tentative)

	Recommendation to AQMD Board
	June 3, 2005 (Tentative)

	Contract signed
	August 30, 2005


Project Implementation Schedule (approximate dates)

	Task
	After Contract Signing

	Design of Solar Plant
	2 Months

	Acquisition of Permits
	3  Months

	Equipment Acquisition
	6 Months

	Equipment Installation
	7 Months

	Performance Validation
	 8 Months

	Finalize Interconnection Agreement with SCE
	 8 Months

	Progress Reports
	 Every 2 Months


SCHEDULE OF DELIVERABLES

Successful bidders, following contract execution with AQMD, are expected- at minimum-to supply the following deliverables:

1. Monthly status report via conference call or email.  Written progress reports every 2 months, which summarize and analyze project results, achievement of milestones, preliminary findings, and recommendations for completion of the project.  After installation of the solar electric system, bi-monthly reports should also contain hourly data solar incidence, actual electricity generated, cumulative electricity by day, week, month and year, and savings generated. 

2. These reports should accompany any invoices billed to AQMD.

3. Progress meetings, at minimum, every two months at AQMD headquarters until the project is completed.

4. A turnkey solar electric system installed at AQMD headquarters, integrated to the building and Edison grid, providing clean electricity to the AQMD site and to AQMD’s hydrogen refueling station.

5. Deliver 3 sets of “As-Built” design and engineering drawings within 3 months after project completion, both in hard copy and in electronic CAD format (AutoCAD version 2002).

6. Within 4 months of installation of the solar electric system, a draft final report, including an executive summary; which fully describes the accomplishments in achieving the goals of the project must be submitted to the AQMD for review and comment. This report shall include information on each task of the project.  The report shall include identification of potential delays, strategies developed to overcome these delays, progress in permitting, engineering, and acquisition and installation of equipment.  

7. A final report must be submitted within 60 days of the draft final report that incorporates comments, if any, of AQMD staff.

8. A set of 5-inch by 7-inch color photographs, 35 mm color slides or digital pictures, documenting all stages of the project.  Copies of these photographs should be included with the draft final report and the final report.

9. All training, performance, specification manuals, schematics, operator's manual, maintenance manual, and troubleshooting manual.

10. Two-page summary of project to be included in the Annual Report.

SECTION IV:
REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS
A.
Contractors or contractor firms jointly proposing to bid on this proposal must be qualified and experienced in designing, engineering, testing, acquiring, installing and monitoring solar PV systems.  Given that there are special laws that govern public works projects, preference would be given to Contractors with direct experience with construction on public facilities in California. Contractor must have a license in the state and must have a minimum liability insurance of $1,000,000.  For installation, contractors must hire installers licensed/ certified for solar installations at commercial sites, else they would be deemed ineligible.  

B.
In Sections D, E, F in the Technical Proposal (Volume I) (see below), Contractor must submit the following:

1. Resumes or similar statement of qualifications of project manager and list of all subcontractors.  An organization chart that identifies the responsibility of each individual and subcontractor for –design, structural, mechanical, electrical, acquisition, installation and monitoring of equipment.   Substitution of lead persons are conditional on AQMD approval.

2. At least four PV projects designed and built over the last 3 years of sizes 40 kW and above, preferably within the Los Angeles Basin.  Contractors should submit proof that they have recently installed a PV system on a public facility and/or was directly involved in a public works construction project worth at least $250,000 in California. Contact, names, titles and phone numbers of project managers should be included for these projects, preferably using the same technology as proposed by the Contractor in response to this RFP.  Permission should be granted to SCAQMD staff to inspect these outdoor projects and to contact the project owners.

3. Provide evidence that the installers are certified for solar installations at commercial sites. 

4. Other relevant experience and training that demonstrate ability and skills to install turn-key projects of sizes 40 kW and over interconnected to the grid, preferably with net-metering arrangements.

SECTION V:
PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

Submitted proposals must follow the format outlined below and all requested information must be supplied.  Failure to submit proposals in the required format will result in elimination from proposal evaluation. 


Each proposal must be submitted in three separate volumes:

· Volume I - Technical Proposal (Statement of Work)

· Volume II - Cost Proposal

· Volume III –Certifications and Representations 

A separate cover letter including the name, address, and telephone number of the contractor, and signed by the person or persons authorized to represent the firm should accompany the proposal submission.  Included in the cover letter should be a brief summary highlighting the key features of the technology offered and its responsiveness to the key criteria sought under this RFP.

Firm contact information as follows should also be included in the cover letter:


1.
Address, email address, telephone and fax number of office in, or nearest to, Diamond Bar, California.


2.
Name and title of firm's representative designated as contact.

A separate Table of Contents should be provided for Volumes I, II and III .

VOLUME  I - TECHNICAL PROPOSAL (STATEMENT OF WORK)
Summary (Section A) (Maximum 3 pages). Summarize the proposal.   Highlight and summarize key technical and innovative features of the proposal, the key qualifications of the contractor and subcontractors, milestones and deliverables.  (Cost information should NOT be included).

Statement of Work (Section B).   Address in detail, Contractor’s response to issues raised in: 

a. Section III “Scope of Work/Statement of Work/Deliverables.”  In addition, provide projected milestones for the completion.

b. Section VI “Proposal Evaluation Section.” Tailor your responses to highlight the contractor’s competitiveness in the specific areas identified in this Scoring section.   

Project Organization (Section C) Describe the proposed management structure, program monitoring procedures, and organization of the proposed team.

Qualifications (Section D)  Address the issues raised in Section IV-Qualifications. Describe the technical capabilities of the firm.  Provide at least 4 references of other similar work performed during the last five years demonstrating ability to successfully complete the project.  Include contact name, title, and telephone number for any references listed.  Provide a statement of your firm's background and experience in performing similar projects for other governmental organizations.

Assigned Personnel (Section E)
 Provide the following information on the staff to be assigned to this project:

1. List all key personnel assigned to the project by level and name.  Provide a resume or similar statement of the qualifications of the lead person. project.  Substitution of project manager or lead personnel will not be permitted without prior written approval of AQMD.

2.
Provide a statement indicating whether or not 90% of the work will be performed within the geographical boundaries of the AQMD.

Subcontractors (Section F) This project may require expertise in multiple technical areas.  List any subcontractors that may be used and the work to be performed by them.  

Conflict of Interest (Section G)  Address possible conflicts of interest with other clients affected by actions performed by the firm on behalf of AQMD.  Although the proposer will not be automatically disqualified by reason of work performed for such firms, AQMD reserves the right to consider the nature and extent of such work in evaluating the proposal.

Warranties (Section H).   Discuss warranties made available with this project with reference to Section III (25) above.

 Additional Data (Section I). Provide other essential data that may assist in the evaluation of this proposal including Optional Equipment discussed in Section III (24) above.  

VOLUME  II - COST PROPOSAL

(PLEASE INCLUDE COST-PROPOSAL FOR EACH SIZE OF SOLAR SYSTEM BEING PROPOSED)
Contact Name and Address - The Cost Proposals must list the name and complete address and contact details of the Contractor, in the upper, left-hand corner.  Include the number and title of this RFP.  This is a Firm Fixed Price contract proposal.
In each Cost Proposal, Contractor must provide detailed information by the following categories

· Equipment. Cost information must be provided for each piece of equipment valued over $5,000, inclusive of taxes.  Detailed manufacturer specifications should be included, along with all relevant certification.  Equipment addressed shall include solar panels, inverters, roofing supports, etc.
· Labor - List the total number of hours and the hourly billing rate for each level of professional staff.  Labor should be broken down by permitting, structural, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and other aspects of design, acquisition and installation.  A breakdown of the proposed billing rates must identify: the title of the employee, hours involved, direct labor rate, and the overhead rate and amount. Allowance for “reasonable” profit should be made.  Provide a basis of estimate justifying the proposed labor hours and proposed labor mix.

· Subcontractor Costs - List subcontractor costs and identify subcontractors by name.  Itemize subcontractor charges by materials and equipment supplied, and labor per hour or per day. Provide a basis of estimate justifying the proposed equipment, subcontractor labor hours and proposed labor mix
· Cost Share – Include a matrix identifying other sources of funding that will be applied to this project to supplement AQMD funding.  Include firm letters of commitment from authorized officials for each funding source proposed, and the rebates/incentives which AQMD would qualify.
· Performance Bond  - Proposer may be expected to furnish a performance bond for the faithful performance of the Contract.  Include the cost of the premium

· Unit Price Per Watt  - Provide a unit price for the PV system as installed broken down by modules, inverters, structural, mechanical and other installation components.  AQMD contribution will not exceed $4.00 per watt.

· Certification.  Evidence of independent certification of the performance and durability of PV production modules, inverters and other key equipment should be provided with the proposals.  Evaluation from independent laboratories such as NREL, Sandia Labs, UL, etc. would be given greater weight.

VOLUME III –CERTIFICATIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS included in Attachment B to this RFP executed by an authorized official of the Contractor.

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION

All proposals must be submitted according to specifications set forth in the section above.  

Signature - All proposals should be signed by an authorized representative of the proposer.  Please include the following statement with the signature, “Under penalty of perjury, I hereby certify that the statements made within the proposal are factually true and correct, that there are no material omissions in these representations, and that I have the authority to bind the company bidding for this RFP.  ”

Due Date - The proposer shall submit 1 original and four (4) complete copies of the proposal in a sealed envelope, plainly marked in the upper left-hand corner with the name and address of the proposer and the words "Request for Proposal (RFP) # 2005-18"  All proposals are due no later than 5:00 PM on February 25, 2005, and should be directed to:


Procurement Unit


South Coast Air Quality Management District


21865 Copley Drive


Diamond Bar, CA  91765

Late bids/proposals will not be accepted.  Bids that are faxed or e-mailed will not be accepted. Any correction or resubmission done by the proposer will not extend the submittal due date.

Grounds for Rejection - A proposal may be immediately rejected if:

· It is received at any time after the exact date and time set for receipt of proposals.

· It is not prepared in the format described,

· It fails to include the documents sought under this RFP

· It is not responsive to the requirements set forward in this RFP or

· It is signed by an individual not authorized to represent the firm.

Disposition of Proposals - AQMD reserves the right to reject any or all proposals.  All responses become the property of AQMD.  One copy of the proposal shall be retained for AQMD files.  Additional copies and materials will be returned only if requested and at the proposer's expense.

Modification or Withdrawal - Once submitted, proposals cannot be altered without the prior written consent of AQMD.  All proposals shall constitute firm offers and may not be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days following the last day to accept proposals.

SECTION VI:
PROPOSAL EVALUATION/CONTRACTOR SELECTION CRITERIA 

Proposals will be evaluated by a panel of three to five individuals familiar with the subject matter of the project.  The panel shall be appointed by the Executive Officer or his designee.  The evaluation panel may include such outside public sector or academic community expertise as deemed desirable by the Executive Officer. The panel will make a recommendation to the Executive Officer and/or the Governing Board of the AQMD for final selection of a contractor and negotiation of a contract.  

Each member of the evaluation panel shall be accorded equal weight in his or her rating of proposals. The evaluation panel members shall evaluate the proposals according to the specified criteria and numerical weightings set forth below.

1.
Proposal Evaluation Criteria  (Proposal should explicitly address the following. All proposals will be proportionately scored).

 (a)
Technical Score (Rated Separately for Each kW size)


Completeness of Work Statement
15


Identifying and Resolving AQMD site Issues
 5

Minimal Use of AQMD facility (such as roof space)
      – least sq.feet per watt
10

Innovation in the PV Mounting Structure,

Modularity and Ease of System Maintenance
10

Contractor Past Capability and Innovation in the 

Proposed Electrical Integration of the Solar system to  

a) Edison/AQMD building grid, and 

b) AQMD’s Hydrogen Fueling System
10

Contractor Qualifications, Experience

with Public Facilities, 

Financial Viability, Project References
20

Advancing the state of PV technology
15


Warranty and Durability of the PV system

15







Total

100

A minimum of 75 points are needed to qualify for the next step in the selection criteria.

(b)
Cost Score  (Rated separately for Each kW size system).
Cost Effectiveness 

(Ratio to the lowest cost value among all 

technically qualified bidders)

i. Total $ per Watt Installed
  
 5 points

ii. AQMD $ per Watt Installed *

20 points


Total (for Cost Effectiveness)

25

(c)
Additional Points  
Small Business or Small Business Joint Venture
10

DVBE or DVBE Joint Venture
10

Use of DVBE or Small Business Subcontractors
7
Low-Emission Vehicles in Business
5

Local Business (Non-EPA funded Projects only)
5

The cumulative points awarded for small business, DVBE, use of small business or DVBE subcontractors, low-emission vehicles in business  and local business shall not exceed 15 points.

1. To receive additional points in the evaluation process for any of the categories listed above, the proposer must submit a self-certification or certification from the State of California Office of Small Business Certification and Resources at the time of proposal submission certifying that the proposer meets the requirements set forth in Section II.  To receive points for the use of DVBE and/or Small Business subcontractors, at least 25 percent of the total contract value must be subcontracted to DVBEs and/or Small Businesses.

2. For procurement of Research and Development (R & D) projects or projects requiring special technical expertise, technical factors including past experience shall be weighted at 100 points and cost shall be weighted at 25 points.  A proposal must receive at least 75 out of 100 points on R & D projects and projects for special technical expertise in order to be deemed qualified for award.  Such proposals would move to the next step in the selection criteria:  cost-effectiveness.

3. In the cost-effective calculation step, the lowest cost proposal will be awarded the maximum cost points available and all other cost proposals will receive points on a pro-rated basis.  For example, if the lowest cost proposal (for AQMD contribution is $3.00 per watt), this proposal would receive the full 25 points for AQMD’s contribution.  If the next lowest cost proposal is $3.30 per watt, it would receive 22.5 points reflecting the fact that it is 10% higher than the lowest cost (90% of 20 points = 22.5).  Please note such proportionate scoring would apply to the previous steps in the selection as well.  For example, if a proposal with a system efficiency of 10 percent is awarded the maximum score, a proposal with lower efficiency would be given a lower score.

4. During the selection process the evaluation panel may wish to interview some proposers for clarification purposes only.  No new material will be permitted at this time.

5. The (Executive Officer or Governing Board) may award the contract to proposers other than, or in addition to, the proposer receiving the highest rating in the event the Governing Board determines that multiple qualified vendors from among those technically qualified would provide the best value to AQMD considering cost and technical factors.  The determination shall be based solely on the Evaluation Criteria contained in this Request for Proposal (RFP), on evidence provided in the proposal and on any other evidence provided during the bid review process.  Evidence provided during the bid review process is limited to clarification by the proposer of information presented in his/her proposal.

6. Selection will be made based on the above-described criteria and rating factors.  The selection will be made by and is subject to (Executive Officer or Governing Board) approval at the meeting.  All proposers will be notified of the results by letter.

7. The Governing Board may award contracts to more than one proposer if in their sole judgement the purposes of the contract would be best served by selecting multiple proposers.

8. If additional funds become available, the Governing Board may increase the amount awarded.  The Governing Board may also select additional proposers for a contract if additional funds become available. 

SECTION VII:  FUNDING

The total funding for the work contemplated by this RFP will be determined following the receipt and evaluation of the bids to this RFP.

APPENDIX 1 

(Applicable codes and standards for PV installation)

Contractor must ensure that all equipment and installation, related to this project, shall be consistent and/or comply with the applicable codes and standards or their equivalent.  A partial list of these codes and standards are included here.  Additional codes and standards may exist specific to this jurisdiction.  The Contractor shall notify the District in writing if their solar modules have any conflicts with this listing, or with those not listed here, or if other equivalent codes are applicable.

National Electrical Code - NFPA 70-1990

National Electrical Safety Code - ANSI C2-1990Insulated Cable Engineers Association (ICEA) Standards

UBC - Uniform Building Code - 1995

All outdoor enclosures shall be minimum NEMA 3, or equivalent rating

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Directives

ANSI/IEEE 519 1992 Guide for Harmonic Control and reactive Compensation of Static Power Controllers

Flat Plate PV Modules: IEEE P 1262 "Recommended Practice for qualifications of Photovoltaic Modules"  (If the Standard is not available, use the draft of this IEEE P1262 standard, available from UPVG)

ANSI/IEEE 928-1986 Recommended Criteria for Terrestrial PV Power Systems (PV System Performance criteria)

ANSI/IEEE 929-1988 Recommended Practice for Utility Interface of Residential and Intermediate PV Systems 

All PV Modules, and electrical components shall be required to be listed or recognized by an appropriate and recognized United States Safety Laboratory (for example: UL1703, CEC503, ETL, etc.) for all residential, commercial, customer-sited installations.
Inverters must be UL Certified.
Flat-plate thin film modules shall successfully pass the tests described in the Interim Qualification Tests and Procedures for Terrestrial Photovoltaic Thin-Film Flat-Plate Modules, SERI/TR213-3624, printed January 1990, by R. DeBlasio, et al.

ANSI/ASCE 7-88 - Building code Requirements for Minimum Design Loads in Buildings and Other Structures 

FCC Regulations Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) Part 15, Subpart A, Subpart B, Subpart J, October 1992.

Local and State Codes and Standards.

AISC-1989 - Manual of Steel Construction, 9th edition, Allowable Stress Design - 1989

AWS Dl. 1-90 - Structural Welding Code - Steel, 12th Edition

AWS Dl.3-89 - Structural Welding Code - Sheet Steel, 2nd Edition

AISI SG-673-1980 - Specification for Design of Coldformed Steel Structural Members.

Specifications for Aluminum Structures (The Aluminum Association).

Bolted and similar connections shall be non-corrosive and include locking devices designed to prevent loosening over the 25 year design life of the PV system.  ASTM A325 or A490 bolts do not require locking devices but shall be installed in accordance with the applicable standards in the AISC Manual of Steel Construction - 9th Edition.

Additional Requirements

If any components in the PV modules and balance of plant are normally manufactured to non-U.S. standards, conformance of the equipment to the specified U.S. standards shall be certified by the Contractor. The PV Modules and balance of plant design shall comply with all applicable State of California regulations and local codes in effect on the date of the contract.
PV module structure shall be designed to resist dead, live, plus wind or seismic loads. The PV modules operating parameters (amperage, voltage, transients, etc.) shall be compatible with the specifications of the associated UL certified inverters.  Compression type terminal strip PV module output terminals shall be provided in a water tight module mounted terminal box with knockouts for ½ inch water tight conduit mountings.  Bypass diodes shall be supplied, mounted and connected on each PV module in the water tight module mounted terminal box.  Alternatives may be acceptable with AQMD approval. If bypass diodes are not required, evidence of this must be supplied with bid for approval by AQMD.   PV modules without junction boxes but with UL approved interconnection wiring methods may be acceptable with AQMD approval.

Outdoor enclosures shall be at least NEMA 3 weatherproof and capable of surviving intact under the site environment conditions to be identified and disclosed by the winning contractor.  Outdoor enclosures shall be equipped to prevent condensation.  Positive and negative PV module terminals shall be clearly identified with suitable permanent designations.  All doors, covers, panels, and cable exits shall be gasketed or otherwise designed to limit the entrance of dirt and moisture.
APPENDIX 2

A. AQMD Site Information

B. AQMD Electricity Rates

A.  AQMD SITE INFORMATION

AQMD Headquarters is located at 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA, near the crossing of 60 and 57 freeways.   It consists of several buildings.  With regards to the installation of the solar panels, the roofs of the following three key structures are relevant:

· The main Auditorium roof, 

· The five story building, and 

· The three story building
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The Auditorium roof has 3 areas available, totaling about 13,400 sq.ft

a. 66 feet north to south (n-s) by 100 feet, 

and a raised area consisting of

b. 48 feet n-s by 56 feet

c. 64 feet by 64 feet

The solar electric system will be installed on roof on the Auditorium.  The panels are exposed to the sun for several hours during the day, and there are no obstructions in the way.  The Auditorium, in theory, could accommodate a solar electric system up to 100 kW consisting of high efficiency flat panels.  

B.    ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION AT AQMD SITE


Electricity Usage at AQMD.  The annual utility bill for the Diamond Bar facility in 2002 was $1,444,305.  In 2002, the total energy consumed was 7,518 MWh.   The highest peak demand was 1,872 kW, the average demand was 858 kW and the lowest non-zero peak demand was 240 kW.   During holidays and AQMD off-days of Mondays, Saturdays and Sundays, energy consumption is substantially lower.  The months of February, March and April had the lowest energy consumption.


Electricity Rates.   The following tables indicate the electricity energy rates AQMD paid in year 2002:

	Summer Rates
	(Jun-Sep)  $/kwh

	On Peak

(12 –6 p weekdays)
	0.195

	Mid-peak

(8a-12p and  6p-11p weekdays)
	0.109

	Off-Peak

(11p-8a weekdays, all day weekends

& holidays)
	0.088


	Winter Rates*
	 (Oct – May)  $/kwh

	Mid-peak

(8a- 9p weekdays)
	0.121

	Off-Peak

(9p-8a weekdays,

and all day weekends and 

holidays)
	0.089


* There is no on-peak period during Winter.

Demand Charges.  In addition, there is a facilities demand charge. This is determined by the maximum peak kW sustained for 15 minutes in a month.  This amounts to $6.60 per peak KW for that month.  In summer, there is an additional $17.65 per kW during on-peak hours and $2.70 per kW during mid-peak hours.  Thus, if the facility registers a peak 1,800 kW for 15 minutes during mid-August at say around 1 pm, the additional facility charge would ($6.60+$17.65) multiplied by 1,800 kW or $43,650.

Since a solar PV array generates electricity during the hours when electricity is most heavily consumed, i.e. during summer day months, it can :

i. reduce electricity energy consumption, and

ii. reduce the facility peak demand charge during these high-peak hours.

On average, a solar PV array of 100 kW may be expected to reduce peak kW usage by 60 to 70 kW during the months of May to August, and 30 to 40 kW during the other months.

The installed 100 kW electrolyzer will run mainly during off-peak hours such as weekends.  As the demand for hydrogen grows, the electrolyzer might be run increasingly during day time hours but before the peak kW is reached.  The PV array for the most part would be used to offset peak electricity load during daytime hours, while contributing directly to the electrolyzer generation during periods of heavy hydrogen demand.

APPENDIX 3:
 DRAFT CONTRACT (Provided as a sample only)
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This Contract consists of *** pages.

1. PARTIES - The parties to this Contract are the South Coast Air Quality Management District (referred to here as "AQMD") whose address is 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, California 91765-4178, and *** (referred to here as "CONTRACTOR") whose address is ***.

2. RECITALS 

A. AQMD is the local agency with primary responsibility for regulating stationary source air pollution in the South Coast Air Basin in the State of California.  AQMD is authorized to enter into this Contract under California Health and Safety Code Section 40489.  AQMD desires to contract with CONTRACTOR for services described in Attachment 1 - Statement of Work, attached here and made a part here by this reference.  CONTRACTOR warrants that it is well-qualified and has the experience to provide such services on the terms set forth here.

B. CONTRACTOR is authorized to do business in the State of California and attests that it is in good tax standing with the California Franchise Tax Board.

C. All parties to this Contract have had the opportunity to have this Contract reviewed by their attorney.

D. CONTRACTOR agrees to obtain the required licenses, permits, and all other appropriate legal authorizations from all applicable federal, state and local jurisdictions and pay all applicable fees.

3. PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS
A. CONTRACTOR warrants that it holds all necessary and required licenses and permits to provide these services.  CONTRACTOR further agrees to immediately notify AQMD in writing of any change in its licensing status.

B. CONTRACTOR shall submit reports to AQMD as outlined in Attachment 1 - Statement of Work.  All reports shall be submitted in an environmentally friendly format:  recycled paper; stapled, not bound; black and white, double-sided print; and no three-ring, spiral, or plastic binders or cardstock covers.  AQMD reserves the right to review, comment, and request changes to any report produced as a result of this Contract.

C. CONTRACTOR shall perform all tasks set forth in Attachment 1 - Statement of Work, and shall not engage, during the term of this Contract, in any performance of work that is in direct or indirect conflict with duties and responsibilities set forth in Attachment 1 - Statement of Work.

D. CONTRACTOR shall be responsible for exercising the degree of skill and care customarily required by accepted professional practices and procedures subject to AQMD's final approval which AQMD will not unreasonably withhold.  Any costs incurred due to the failure to meet the foregoing standards, or otherwise defective services which require re-performance, as directed by AQMD, shall be the responsibility of CONTRACTOR.  CONTRACTOR's failure to achieve the performance goals and objectives stated in Attachment 1- Statement of Work, is not a basis for requesting re-performance unless work conducted by CONTRACTOR is deemed by AQMD to have failed the foregoing standards of performance.

E. Remove if not needed:CONTRACTOR shall post a performance bond in the amount of *** Dollars ($***) from a surety authorized to issue such bonds within the State. 
F. Remove if not needed:AQMD has the right to review the terms and conditions of the performance bond and to request modifications thereto which will ensure that AQMD will be compensated in the event CONTRACTOR fails to perform and also provides AQMD with the opportunity to review the qualifications of the entity designated by the issuer of the performance bond to perform in CONTRACTOR's absence and, if necessary, the right to reject such entity. 

G. CONTRACTOR shall ensure, through its contracts with any subcontractor(s), that employees and agents performing under this Contract shall abide by the requirements set forth in this clause.

4. TERM - The term of this Contract is from the date of execution by both parties (or insert date) to ***, unless further extended by amendment of this Contract in writing.  No work shall commence until this Contract is fully executed by all parties.

5. TERMINATION - In the event any party fails to comply with any term or condition of this Contract, or fails to provide the services in the manner agreed upon by the parties, including, but not limited to, the requirements of Attachment 1 - Statement of Work, this failure shall constitute a breach of the Contract.  The nonbreaching party shall either notify the breaching party that it must cure this breach or provide written notification of its intention to terminate this Contract.  Notification shall be provided in the manner set forth in Clause 10.  The nonbreaching party reserves all rights under law and equity to enforce this Contract and recover any damages.  AQMD reserves the right to terminate this Contract at any time for nonbreach, and for the convenience of AQMD for any reason judged sufficient by AQMD. AQMD will reimburse CONTRACTOR for actual costs incurred (not to exceed the total Contract value), including all noncancellable commitments incurred in performance of this Contract through the effective date of termination for any reason other than breach.

6. INSURANCE
A. CONTRACTOR shall furnish evidence to AQMD of workers' compensation insurance for each of its employees, and the employees of all subcontractors, in accordance with either California or other applicable statutory requirements prior to commencement of any work on this Contract.

B. CONTRACTOR shall furnish evidence to AQMD of liability insurance with a combined single limit (general and automotive) of *** Dollars ($***) prior to commencement of any work on this Contract.  AQMD shall be named as an additional insured on any such liability policy, and thirty (30)-days written notice prior to any modification of any such insurance shall be given by CONTRACTOR to AQMD and such modifications are subject to pre-approval by AQMD.

C. If CONTRACTOR fails to maintain the required insurance coverage set forth above, AQMD reserves the right either to purchase such additional insurance and to deduct the cost thereof from any payments owed to CONTRACTOR or terminate this Contract for breach.

D. All insurance certificates should be mailed to: AQMD Risk Management, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178.  Include the AQMD Contract Number on the face of the certificate.

E. CONTRACTOR must provide updates on the insurance coverage throughout the term of the Contract to ensure that there is no break in coverage during the period of contract performance.  Failure to provide evidence of current coverage shall be grounds for termination for breach of Contract.

7. INDEMNIFICATION - CONTRACTOR agrees to hold harmless, indemnify, and defend AQMD, its officers, employees, agents, representatives, and successors-in-interest against any and all loss, damage, cost, or expenses which AQMD, its officers, employees, agents, representatives, and successors-in-interest may incur or be required to pay by reason of any injury or property damage caused or incurred by CONTRACTOR, its employees, subcontractors, or agents as a result of the performance of this Contract.

8. CO-FUNDING (At minimum, Self Gen CPUC Incentives) 
A. CONTRACTOR shall obtain co-funding as follows:  ***, *** Dollars ($***); ***, *** Dollars ($***); ***, *** Dollars ($***); ***, *** Dollars ($***); ***, *** Dollars ($***); and ***, *** Dollars ($***).

B. If CONTRACTOR fails to obtain co-funding in the amount(s) referenced above, then AQMD reserves the right to renegotiate or terminate this Contract.

C. CONTRACTOR shall provide co-funding in the amount of *** Dollars ($***) for this project.  If CONTRACTOR fails to provide this co-funding, then AQMD reserves the right to renegotiate or terminate this Contract.

9. PAYMENT
[FIXED PRICE](Choose one of the following)
A. AQMD shall pay CONTRACTOR a fixed price of *** Dollars ($***) for work performed under this Contract in accordance with Attachment 2 - Payment Schedule, attached here and included here by reference.  Payment shall be made by AQMD to CONTRACTOR within thirty (30) days after approval by AQMD of an invoice prepared and furnished by CONTRACTOR showing services performed and referencing tasks and deliverables as shown in Attachment 1 - Statement of Work, and the amount of charge claimed.  Each invoice must be prepared in duplicate, on company letterhead, and list AQMD's Contract number, period covered by invoice, and CONTRACTOR's social security number or Employer Identification Number and submitted to: South Coast Air Quality Management District, Attn: ***.

B. 
An amount equal to ten percent (10%) shall be withheld from all charges paid until satisfactory completion and final acceptance of work by AQMD. [OPTIONAL]
C. AQMD reserves the right to disallow charges when the invoiced services are not performed satisfactorily in AQMD sole judgment.
10. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS - Title and full ownership rights to any software, documents, or reports developed under this Contract shall at all times remain with AQMD.  Such material is agreed to be AQMD proprietary information.

A. Rights of Technical Data - AQMD shall have the unlimited right to use technical data, including material designated as a trade secret, resulting from the performance of services by CONTRACTOR under this Contract.  CONTRACTOR shall have the right to use technical data for its own benefit.

B. Copyright - CONTRACTOR agrees to grant AQMD a royalty-free, nonexclusive, irrevocable license to produce, translate, publish, use, and dispose of all copyrightable material first produced or composed in the performance of this Contract.

11. NOTICES - Any notices from either party to the other shall be given in writing to the attention of the persons listed below, or to other such addresses or addressees as may hereafter be designated in writing for notices by either party to the other.  Notice shall be given by certified, express, or registered mail, return receipt requested, and shall be effective as of the date of receipt indicated on the return receipt card.


AQMD:

South Coast Air Quality Management District





21865 Copley Drive





Diamond Bar, CA  91765-4178





Attn: ***


CONTRACTOR:
***





***





***





Attn: ***

12. EMPLOYEES OF CONTRACTOR
A. AQMD reserves the right to review the resumes of any of CONTRACTOR employees, and/or any subcontractors selected to perform the work specified here and to disapprove CONTRACTOR choices.  CONTRACTOR warrants that it will employ no subcontractor without written approval from AQMD.  CONTRACTOR shall be responsible for the cost of regular pay to its employees, as well as cost of vacation, vacation replacements, sick leave, severance pay and pay for legal holidays.

B. CONTRACTOR, its officers, employees, agents, representatives or subcontractors shall in no sense be considered employees or agents of AQMD, nor shall CONTRACTOR, its officers, employees, agents, representatives or subcontractors be entitled to or eligible to participate in any benefits, privileges, or plans, given or extended by AQMD to its employees.

13. CONFIDENTIALITY - It is expressly understood and agreed that AQMD may designate in a conspicuous manner the information which CONTRACTOR obtains from AQMD as confidential. CONTRACTOR agrees to:

A. Observe complete confidentiality with respect to such information, including without limitation, agreeing not to disclose or otherwise permit access to such information by any other person or entity in any manner whatsoever, except that such disclosure or access shall be permitted to employees or subcontractors of CONTRACTOR requiring access in fulfillment of the services provided under this Contract.

B. Ensure that CONTRACTOR's officers, employees, agents, representatives, and independent contractors are informed of the confidential nature of such information and to assure by agreement or otherwise that they are prohibited from copying or revealing, for any purpose whatsoever, the contents of such information or any part thereof, or from taking any action otherwise prohibited under this clause.

C. Not use such information or any part thereof in the performance of services to others or for the benefit of others in any form whatsoever whether gratuitously or for valuable consideration, except as permitted under this Contract.

D. Notify AQMD promptly and in writing of the circumstances surrounding any possession, use, or knowledge of such information or any part thereof by any person or entity other than those authorized by this clause.

E. Take at CONTRACTOR expense, but at AQMD's option and in any event under AQMD's control, any legal action necessary to prevent unauthorized use of such information by any third party or entity which has gained access to such information at least in part due to the fault of CONTRACTOR.

F. Take any and all other actions necessary or desirable to assure such continued confidentiality and protection of such information.

G. Prevent access to such information by any person or entity not authorized under this Contract.

H. Establish specific procedures in order to fulfill the obligations of this clause.

I. Notwithstanding the above, nothing herein is intended to abrogate or modify the provisions of Government Code Section 6250 et.seq. (Public Records Act).

14. PUBLICATION
A. AQMD shall have the right of prior written approval of any document which shall be disseminated to the public by CONTRACTOR in which CONTRACTOR utilized information obtained from AQMD in connection with performance under this Contract.

B. Information, data, documents, or reports developed by CONTRACTOR for AQMD, pursuant to this Contract, shall be part of AQMD public record unless otherwise indicated.  CONTRACTOR may use or publish, at its own expense, such information provided to AQMD.  The following acknowledgment of support and disclaimer must appear in each publication of materials, whether copyrighted or not, based upon or developed under this Contract.




"This report was prepared as a result of work sponsored, paid for, in whole or in part, by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD).  The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of AQMD.  AQMD, its officers, employees, contractors, and subcontractors make no warranty, expressed or implied, and assume no legal liability for the information in this report.  AQMD has not approved or disapproved this report, nor has AQMD passed upon the accuracy or adequacy of the information contained herein."

C. CONTRACTOR shall inform its officers, employees, and subcontractors involved in the performance of this Contract of the restrictions contained herein and require compliance with the above.

15. NON-DISCRIMINATION - In the performance of this Contract, CONTRACTOR shall not discriminate in recruiting, hiring, promotion, demotion, or termination practices on the basis of race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, or physical or mental disability and shall comply with the provisions of the California Fair Employment & Housing Act (Government Code Section 12900 et seq.), the Federal Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352) and all amendments thereto, Executive Order No. 11246 (30 Federal Register 12319), and all administrative rules and regulations issued pursuant to said Acts and Order.  CONTRACTOR shall likewise require each subcontractor to comply with this clause and shall include in each such subcontract language similar to this clause.

16. SOLICITATION OF EMPLOYEES - CONTRACTOR expressly agrees that CONTRACTOR shall not, during the term of this Contract, nor for a period of six months after termination, solicit for employment, whether as an employee or independent contractor, any person who is or has been employed by AQMD during the term of this Contract without the consent of AQMD.

17. PROPERTY AND SECURITY - Without limiting CONTRACTOR obligations with regard to security, CONTRACTOR shall comply with all the rules and regulations established by AQMD for access to and activity in and around AQMD premises.

18. ASSIGNMENT - The rights granted hereby may not be assigned, sold, licensed, or otherwise transferred by either party without the prior written consent of the other, and any attempt by either party to do so shall be void upon inception.

19. NON-EFFECT OF WAIVER - The failure of CONTRACTOR or AQMD to insist upon the performance of any or all of the terms, covenants, or conditions of this Contract, or failure to exercise any rights or remedies hereunder, shall not be construed as a waiver or relinquishment of the future performance of any such terms, covenants, or conditions, or of the future exercise of such rights or remedies, unless otherwise provided for herein.

20. ATTORNEYS' FEES - In the event any action is filed in connection with the enforcement or interpretation of this Contract, each party shall bear its own attorneys' fees and costs.

21. FORCE MAJEURE - Neither AQMD nor CONTRACTOR shall be liable or deemed to be in default for any delay or failure in performance under this Contract or interruption of services resulting, directly or indirectly, from acts of God, civil or military authority, acts of public enemy, war, strikes, labor disputes, shortages of suitable parts, materials, labor or transportation, or any similar cause beyond the reasonable control of AQMD or CONTRACTOR.

22. SEVERABILITY - In the event that any one or more of the provisions contained in this Contract shall for any reason be held to be unenforceable in any respect by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect any other provisions of this Contract, and the Contract shall then be construed as if such unenforceable provisions are not a part hereof.

23. HEADINGS - Headings on the clauses of this Contract are for convenience and reference only, and the words contained therein shall in no way be held to explain, modify, amplify, or aid in the interpretation, construction, or meaning of the provisions of this Contract.

24. DUPLICATE EXECUTION - This Contract is executed in duplicate.  Each signed copy shall have the force and effect of an original.

25. GOVERNING LAW - This Contract shall be construed and interpreted and the legal relations created thereby shall be determined in accordance with the laws of the State of California.  Venue for resolution of any disputes under this Contract shall be Los Angeles County, California.

26. CITIZENSHIP AND ALIEN STATUS
A. CONTRACTOR warrants that it fully complies with all laws regarding the employment of aliens and others, and that its employees performing services hereunder meet the citizenship or alien status requirements contained in federal and state statutes and regulations including, but not limited to, the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 (P.L. 99-603).  CONTRACTOR shall obtain from all covered employees performing services hereunder all verification and other documentation of employees' eligibility status required by federal statutes and regulations as they currently exist and as they may be hereafter amended.  CONTRACTOR shall have a continuing obligation to verify and document the continuing employment authorization and authorized alien status of employees performing services under this Contract to insure continued compliance with all federal statutes and regulations.

B. Notwithstanding paragraph A above, CONTRACTOR, in the performance of this Contract, shall not discriminate against any person in violation of 8 USC Section 1324b.

C. CONTRACTOR shall retain such documentation for all covered employees for the period described by law.  CONTRACTOR shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless AQMD, its officers and employees from employer sanctions and other liability which may be assessed against CONTRACTOR or AQMD, or both in connection with any alleged violation of federal statutes or regulations pertaining to the eligibility for employment of persons performing services under this Contract.

27. REQUIREMENT FOR FILING STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS - In accordance with the Political Reform Act of 1974 (Government Code Sec. 81000 et seq.) and regulations issued by the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC), AQMD has determined that the nature of the work to be performed under this Contract requires CONTRACTOR to submit a Form 700, Statement of Economic Interests for Designated Officials and Employees, for each of its employees assigned to work on this Contract.  These forms may be obtained from AQMD's District Counsels’ office. [USE IF REQUIRED]
28. OPTION TO EXTEND THE TERM OF THE CONTRACT - AQMD reserves the right to extend the contract for a one-year period commencing *****(enter date) at the (option price or Not-to-Exceed Amount) set forth in Attachment 2.  In the event that AQMD elects to extend the contract, a written notice of its intent to extend the contract shall be provided to CONTRACTOR no later than thirty (30) days prior to Contract expiration. 
29. KEY PERSONNEL - [OPTIONAL]insert person's name is deemed critical to the successful performance of this Contract.  Any changes in key personnel by CONTRACTOR must be approved by AQMD.  All substitute personnel must possess qualifications/experience equal to the original named key personnel and must be approved by AQMD.  AQMD reserves the right to interview proposed substitute key personnel.

30. PREVAILING WAGES – [USE FOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS] CONTRACTOR is alerted to the prevailing wage requirements of California Labor Code section 1770 et seq.  Copies of the prevailing rate of per diem wages are on file at the AQMD’s headquarters, of which shall be made available to any interested party on request.  Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, CONTRACTOR shall be responsible for determining the applicability of the provisions of California Labor Code and complying with the same, including, without limitation, obtaining from the Director of the Department of Industrial Relations the general prevailing rate of per diem wages and the general prevailing rate for holiday and overtime work, making the same available to any interested party upon request, paying any applicable prevailing rates, posting copies thereof at the job site and flowing all applicable prevailing wage rate requirements to its subcontractors. CONTRACTOR shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the South Coast Air Quality Management District against any and all claims, demands, damages, defense costs or liabilities based on failure to adhere to the above referenced statutes.

31. APPROVAL OF SUBCONTRACT
A. If CONTRACTOR intends to subcontract a portion of the work under this Contract, written approval of the terms of the proposed subcontract(s) shall be obtained from AQMD’s Executive Officer or designee prior to execution of the subcontract.  No subcontract charges will be reimbursed unless such approval has been obtained.

B. Any material changes to the subcontract(s) that affect the scope of work, deliverable schedule, and/or cost schedule shall also require the written approval of the Executive Officer or designee prior to execution.

C. The sole purpose of AQMD’s review is to insure that AQMD’s contract rights have not been diminished in the subcontractor agreement.  AQMD shall not supervise, direct, or have control over, or be responsible for, subcontractor’s means, methods, techniques, work sequences or procedures or for the safety precautions and programs incident thereto, or for any failure of subcontractor to comply with any local, state, or federal laws, or rules or regulations.
32. ENTIRE CONTRACT - This Contract represents the entire agreement between the parties hereto related to CONTRACTOR providing services to AQMD and there are no understandings, representations, or warranties of any kind except as expressly set forth herein.  No waiver, alteration, or modification of any of the provisions herein shall be binding on any party unless in writing and signed by the party against whom enforcement of such waiver, alteration, or modification is sought.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties to this Contract have caused this Contract to be duly executed on their behalf by their authorized representatives.

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

***

By:_________________________________________
By:_____________________________________

Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env., Executive Officer


Dr. William A. Burke, Chairman, Governing Board

Date: _______________________________________
Date:____________________________________
ATTEST:

Saundra McDaniel, Clerk of the Board

By: _____________________________________________

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Barbara Baird, District Counsel

By: _____________________________________________

//Standard Boilerplate
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ATTACHMENT B

CERTIFICATIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS

	Business Information




1. Company Name and Address: __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. If the Contractor is a corporation please list your state of incorporation:


_________________________________________________________

3. If the Contractor is a subsidiary or an affiliate, please list the name and address of the parent company.

Parent Company Name:________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. If the Contractor is a parent company with subsidiaries or affiliates, please list below the names of all subsidiaries or affiliates.

___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Contractor hereby attests that it is in good tax standing with the State of California as of the date set forth below.

Name of Authorized Representative:

______________________________

______________________________

Title:__________________________

Date:__________________________

	CERTIFICATION

DISABLED VETERAN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (DVBE)

OR SMALL BUSINESS




1. To receive points in the evaluation process for being a DVBE, the Contractor must submit evidence of certification by an agency whose certification meets the requirements set forth in Section II B (3) and B (4) of this RFP.

2. To receive points in the evaluation process for being a Small Business, the Contractor must submit a self-certification attesting that the business meets the requirements set forth in Section II B (6) of this RFP, or provide a certification from the State of California Office of Small Business Certification and Resources, California Department of General Services.

	CERTIFICATION

MOST FAVORED CUSTOMER STATUS




By submission of this offer, the Contractor hereby certifies that the rates contained in its cost proposal are no higher than those charged the Contractor’s most favored customer.

Company Name:

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Name of Authorized Representative:

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Title

_______________________________________

Date

South Coast

Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178
(909) 396-2000 • www.aqmd.gov

To Whom It May Concern:

Federal Income Tax Law requires the AQMD to file information returns for “services rendered” by certain individuals and others.  The code provides that the Taxpayer Identification Number of the “payment recipient” (you) must be furnished upon request to the “service recipient” (us).

According to the regulations, effective January 1, 1984, if the payee fails to provide the Correct ID Number, payments may be subject to 20% Backup Federal Income Tax Withholding by the AQMD, and the payee is further subject to a penalty of $50.00 by the IRS.

In order to help us comply with our reporting responsibilities and to protect yourself from withholding or penalty, please provide the following information and complete the attached W-9 form, and return both documents.


1.
NINE DIGIT



Federal Identification No. ______________________



or



Social Security No. ___________________________


2.
ENTITY (check one)



Individual

_______



Corporation

_______



Partnership

_______



Sole Proprietorship
_______


Other (specify):         _______________________________________________

_____________________________________

________________________

Signature






Date

_______________________________________

Title

[image: image2.png]Form W-9 (Rev. 3-94)

Page 2

Note: Writing "Applied For” on the form
means that you have already applied for a
TIN OR that you intend to apply for one
soon.

As soon as you receive your TIN,
complete another Form W-9, include your
TIN, sign and date the form, and give it to
the requester.

Penalties

Failure To Furnish TIN.—If you fail to
furnish your correct TIN to a requester, you
are subject to a penalty of $50 for each
such failure unless your failure is due to

reasonable cause and not to willful neglect.

Civil Penalty for False Information With
Respect to Withholding.—If you make a

false statement with no reasonable basis

that results in no backup withholding. you
are subject to a $500 penalty.

Criminal Penalty for Falsifying
Information.— Willfully falsifying
certifications or affirmations may subject
you to criminal penalties including fines
and/or imprisonment.

Misuse of TINs.—If the requester
discloses or uses TINs in violation of
Federal law, the requester may be subject
to civil and criminal penalties.

Specific Instructions

Name.—If you are an individual, you must
generally enter the name shown on your
social security card. However, if you have
changed your last name, for instance, due
to marriage, without informing the Socia!
Security Administration of the name

" change, please enter your first name, the
last name shown on your social security
card, and your new last name.

Sole Proprietor.—You must enter your
individual name. (Enter either your SSN or
EIN in Part |.) You may also enter your
business name or “doing business as”
name on the business name line. Enter
your name as shown on your social
security card and business name as it was
used to apply for your EIN on Form SS-4.

Part l—Taxpayer Identification Number
(TIN)

You must enter your TIN in the appropriate
box. If you are a sole proprietor, you may
enter your SSN or EN. Also see the chart
on this page for further clarification of
name and TIN combinations. If you do not
have a TIN, follow the instructions under
How To Get a TIN on page 1.

Part ll—For Payees Exempt From
Backup Withholding

Individuals (including sole proprietors) are
not exempt from backup withholding.
Corporations are exempt from backup
withholding for certain payments, such as
interest and dividends. For a complete list
of exempt payees, see the separate
Instructions for the Requester of Form
W-9.

If you are exempt from backup
withholding, you should still complete this
form to avoid possible erroneous backup
withholding. Enter your correct TIN in Part
1, write "Exempt” in Part I, and sign and
date the form. If you are a nonresident
alien or a foreign entity not subject to
backup withholding, give the requester a
completed Form W-8, Certificate of
Foreign Status.

Part iI—Centification

For a joint account, only the person whose
TIN is shown in Part | should sign.

1. Interest, Dividend, and Barter
Exchange Accounts Opened Before 1984
and Broker Accounts Considered Active
During 1983. You must give your correct
TIN, but you do not have to sign the
certification.

2. Interest, Dividend, Broker, and
Barter Exchange Accounts Opened After
1983 and Broker Accounts Considered
Inactive During 1983. You must sign the
certification or backup withholding will
apply. If you are subject to backup
withholding and you are merely providing
your correct TIN to the requester, you must
cross out item 2 in the certification before
signing the form.

3. Real Estate Transactions. You must
sign the certification. You may cross out
item 2 of the certification.

4. Other Payments. You must give your
correct TiN, but you do not have to sign
the certification unless you have been
notified of an incorrect TIN. Other
payments include payments made in the
course of the requester’s trade or business
for rents, royalties, goods (other than bills
for merchandise), medical and health care
services, payments to a nonemployee for
services (including attorney and accounting
fees), and payments to certain fishing boat
crew members.

5. Mortgage Interest Paid by You,
Acquisition or Abandonment of Secured
Property, Cancellation of Debt, or IRA
Contributions. You must give your correct
TIN, but you do not have to sign the
certification.

Privacy Act Notice

Section 6109 requires you to give your
correct TIN to persons who must file
information returns with the [RS to report
interest, dividends, and certain other
income paid to you, mortgage interest you
paid, the acquisition or abandonment of
secured property, cancellation of debt, or
contributions you made to an IRA. The IRS
uses the numbers for identification
purposes and to help verify the accuracy
of your tax return. You must provide your

TIN whether or not you are required to file
a tax return. Payers must generally
withhold 31% of taxable interest, dividend,
and certain other payments to a payee
who does not give a TIN to a payer.
Certain penalties may also apply.

What Name and Number To
Give the Requester

For this type of account:

Give name and SSN of:

1. Individual

2. Two or more
individuals foint
account)

3. Custodian account of
a minor (Uniform Gift
to Minors Act)

4. a. The usual
revocable savings
trust {grantor is
also trustee)

b. So-called trust
account that is not
a legal or valid trust
under state law

5. Sole proprietorship

The individual

The actual owner of the
account or, if combined
funds, the first individual
on the account '

The minor 2

The grantor-trustee *

The actual owner

The owner *

For this type of account:

Give name and EIN of:

6. Sole propristorship
7. A valid trust, estate, or
pension trust
8. Corporate
8. Association, club,
religious, charitable,
educational, or other
tax-exempt
organization
10. Partnership
11. A broker or registered
nominee
12. Account with the
Department of
Agricutture in the name
of a public entity (such
as a state or local
govemment, school
district, or prison) that
receives agricultural
program payments

The owner *
Legal entity ¢

The corporation
The organization

The partnership
The broker or nominee

The public entity

" List first and circle the name of the person whose

fumber you furish.

*Circle the minor's name and fumish the minor's SSN.
*You must show your individual name, but you may also
enter your business or “doing business as” name. You
may use either your SSN or EI

“List first and circle the name of the legal trust, estate,
or pension trust. (Do not fumish the TIN of the personal
representative or trustee unless the legal entity itself is
not designated in the account title}

Note: If no name is circled when more than one
name is fisted, the number will be considered to
be that of the first name listed.






















South Coast 


Air Quality Management District








(*�) Stabilized PTC: PVUSA Test Conditions:  Post 30 days at 1000 W/sq. m. exposure; 20°C ambient temperature and 1 m/s wind speed (at 10 meters above grade).








� A proposal will be rejected if it arrives at AQMD after the due date and time.


� **See  above  SECTION IV – QUALIFICATIONS” for more details


� It is important that the contractor affirm the dimensions in this document to install their specific solar system design.
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