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Selected Activities of AQMD Media Consultant

May 2004 – January 2005

Valencia, Pérez & Echeveste (VPE)

1. During the 10-concert Twilight Dance Series on the Santa Monica Pier from July through September 2004, VPE provided a bilingual-speaking staff member each week to help staff AQMD’s booth and conduct outreach for the Clean Air Choice program to Spanish-speaking attendees.

2. VPE took the lead in organizing AQMD’s Hydrogen Fueling Station grand opening and media event in August 2004.  VPE was successful in achieving the goal of internationalizing the media event by securing the attendance of 25 consulate representatives.  The event also was attended by former Cal/EPA Secretary Terry Tamminen, the president of Stuart Energy, car manufacturer representatives and more than 15 media outlets.  Articles on the grand opening ran in large ethnic publications such as La Opinión and Chinese Daily News. 

3. VPE assisted in organizing the U.S. EPA Truck Stop media event at the Autry Museum in September 2004.  VPE was responsible for the coordination of the event flow, speaking points and the participation of local elementary school students.

4. VPE assisted in organizing a joint U.S. EPA/AQMD media event on school bus grants that included the participation of a local 5th grade class.  VPE also assisted in organizing a half-day educational program and tour of AQMD facilities for the 5th grade class.  VPE conducted ethnic media outreach that resulted in significant media coverage of the event.

5. VPE created an implementation plan, including media strategies, for the Children’s Clean Air Bill of Rights as part of the 2005 Chairman’s Initiative.

6. VPE assisted AQMD in developing long-term outreach campaigns, including a program to enhance school involvement in clean air education.

7. VPE assisted AQMD in planning the upcoming mobile Governing Board meetings.

8. VPE has provided AQMD with recommendations for participation in ethnic festivals throughout the upcoming year to conduct outreach for the Clean Air Choice program.

9. VPE and its team members successfully reached out to ethnic news media -- especially Asian-Pacific outlets -- to cover multiple AQMD issues and events.
10. VPE developed a Hispanic media outreach proposal to enhance media coverage of AQMD in Spanish-speaking newspapers and television.

VPE Statement of Work 2005/06

On a consultative basis with the Media Communications Manager and the AQMD Executive Officer, CONTRACTOR Valencia, Perez & Echeveste will provide media relations services to the AQMD, including but not limited to:

1. Taking a lead role in executing the 2005 AQMD Chairman’s Initiatives, including “mobile” board meeting(s), news conferences and talk shows;

2. Assisting AQMD in seeking broader media coverage, particularly with ethnic minority media.

a. Specifically, VPE and its subcontractors will arrange for editorial board meetings with major Spanish-language, Asian-language and African American media outlets and AQMD executives to better acquaint these media outlets with AQMD and its mission.

b. In addition, VPE will translate news releases and other collateral material into Spanish and appropriate Asian languages, when needed, to increase AQMD’s visibility in minority communities;
3. Managing the Clean Air Choice program and its staff, including the exhibition of Clean Air Choice vehicles at key community events throughout the agency’s four counties.  VPE also would help staff these events, including the 10-week Santa Monica Pier Twilight Dance Series;

4. As needed, provide other media-related services, including:

a. Drafting news releases, media advisories, letters to the editor, op-eds, press statements, talking points and fact sheets;

b. Pitching potential stories to news organizations;

c. Placing AQMD guests on TV and radio talk shows;

d. Planning and carrying out press conferences and special events to announce AQMD programs; and

e. Developing collateral materials.

CONTRACTOR will submit to the Media Office Manager monthly reports by the first day of each month detailing services provided to AQMD.  In addition, CONTRACTOR on a quarterly basis will submit a complete list of its other clients to the Media Office Manager.
