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Section I: Program Introduction

On September 3, 2004, under its Lower Emission School Bus Program, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) issued a program announcement (#PA 2005-01) making funds available for new CNG school buses and diesel oxidation catalysts (DOCs).  Funds for retrofit of school buses with diesel oxidation catalysts were in the amount of $250,000 granted by the U.S. EPA.  As a result, a total of 49 DOCs in the total amount of $122,500 were granted to five public school districts that had applied for funding.  Hence, a balance of $127,500 remains.
The AQMD is therefore issuing this funding opportunity in the amount of $127,500 to retrofit model years 1991 through 93 diesel school buses owned and operated by public school districts with DOCs.  This program announcement includes details of the program, procedures to apply, and the application forms.  Four copies (one original and 3 copies) of the application must be received by the AQMD by August 18, 2005, 4:30 pm.  Award recipients must sign grant agreements with the AQMD to install DOCs verified by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) by May 15, 2006.  If more funds become available by the time of awards approval, more grants will be awarded up to the total amount of funds available.
Highlights of this program include: 
· Only public school districts are eligible

· Only model years 1991, 1992, and 1993 diesel school buses are eligible

· Only CARB verified units must be installed

· A maximum of $2,500 will be provided for purchase and installation of each unit. 
· EPA required reporting
Should you have any questions regarding this Program Announcement, please contact 
· Ranji S. George, Program Supervisor, at (909) 396-3255, e-mail: rgeorge@aqmd.gov.  
The program announcement and application document can be accessed via the Internet by visiting AQMD’s website at www.aqmd.gov/rfp.  Program Announcement # is:  #PA 2006-02.
The main objective is to reduce children’s exposure to harmful emissions from diesel school buses, and backup diesel generators.  We look forward to receiving your application.
ATTACHED

APPENDIX A:  Diesel Oxidation Catalysts Funds and Application Form

I.A.
PROGRAM SCHEDULE
The implementation schedule is illustrated below.  If more applications are received than available funds, awards will be made on a first-come, first-served basis until the funds are exhausted. If the program is undersubscribed by the closing date, applications from public school districts will continue to be accepted and awarded on a first come, first served basis until the funds are exhausted.
July 8, 2005
Issue the Program Announcement & Application





#PA 2006-02
August 18, 2005 
Deadline to Receive Applications from public school districts

November 4, 2005
Anticipated AQMD Board to consider the approval of awards for DOCs 

I.B.
AppliCATION SUBMITTAL

The applicant shall submit four copies (1 original and 3 copies) of the application in a sealed envelope, plainly marked in the upper left-hand corner with the name and address of the applicant and the words “Program Application #PA 2006-02.”  All four copies of the applications are due no later than 4:30 p.m., August 18, 2005 to:




Procurement Unit (#PA 2006- 02)



South Coast Air Quality Management District




21865 Copley Drive




Diamond Bar, CA. 91765

All the applications must be signed and dated by the school’s Superintendent. 

GRANT PROVISIONS FOR SCHOOL BUS RETROFIT WITH DIESEL OXIDATION CATALYST (DOC)

Grant funds in the amount of $127,500 are available for public school districts to apply for diesel oxidation catalysts to be installed on 1991, 92, & 93 school buses, at a cost of $2,500 per catalyst installed.

A.  School Bus DOC Retrofit Criteria Overview

1. Public school districts within the South Coast AQMD’s jurisdiction that own and operate school buses, including those under provisions of a joint powers agreement, are eligible to apply for funds.

2. Only 1991 to 1993 (inclusive) model year diesel-powered buses qualify for DOC retrofits.

3. Only four stroke diesel powered engines will be retrofitted in the current program.

4. All retrofit devices must be verified by CARB to Level I performance to achieve a minimum reduction of 25% in PM.

5. Since the verification of retrofit devices for different engine families may expand, school districts and school transportation companies are requested to submit their applications by providing the list of all the eligible 1991 to 1993, four stroke buses that they would like to retrofit.
B. EPA Participation Guidelines

Since EPA is the source of this funding, applicants will be subject to EPA participation guidelines that include the following:
1. Federal Fair Share Policy:
When contracts are funded in whole or in part by EPA grant funds and if subcontracts are to be let, the Contractor must comply with the steps listed below, which demonstrate a good faith effort to solicit minority and women owned enterprises.  Contractor shall submit a certification signed by an authorized official affirming compliance with the steps below at the time of proposal submission.  The AQMD reserves the right to request documentation demonstrating compliance with these steps prior to contract execution.

a. Place qualified small-and-minority businesses and women’s business enterprises on solicitation lists;
b. Ensure that small-and-minority businesses, and women’s business enterprises are solicited whenever they are potential sources including advertising at least ten days in advance of the bid in a variety of media directed to minority-and women-owned business audiences;
c. Divide total requirements, when economically feasible, into smaller tasks or quantities to permit maximum participation by small-and-minority business, and women’s business enterprises;
d. Establish delivery schedules, where requirements permit, which encourage participation by small-and-minority business, and women’s business enterprises; and
e. Use the services and assistance of the Small Business Administration and the Minority Business Development Agency of the Department of Commerce.

2. Any applicable terms and conditions specified in the administrative conditions required by U.S. EPA in program grant XA-83715901-0 may be flowed down to the recipients of funding under this grant, and recipients shall provide AQMD with any and all information and documentation, necessary to comply with the program terms and conditions of said grant.
FUNDING ALLOCATIONS

A.  Amounts of Funding

A total of $127,500 is available for model years 1991, 1992, and 1993 school bus retrofits.  The program will cover the cost of retrofit devices and installation including sales tax, not exceeding $2,500 per unit.

B.  Matching fund requirement for the DOC Retrofit Program

1. No matching funds are required from the school districts.

2. School districts shall be responsible for routine maintenance of the retrofitted devices.

C.  Authorizing Signature

The submitted application must be signed by the applicant’s school Superintendent.

D.  Disbursement of Funds

· Funds will be paid on a reimbursement basis by the AQMD after the installation of the retrofit devices are complete.  Vendors who install these DOC devices need to invoice the AQMD directly.  

· Proof of installation, signed off by the school district’s Director of Transportation shall accompany any request for reimbursement of approved funds.  All requests for reimbursement must comply with the terms and conditions of the AQMD’s grant agreement.

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION
A.
Project Selection and Award of Funds
· Only model years 1991 through 1993 (inclusive) diesel school buses owned by public school districts are eligible for funding. Only CARB verified DOCs are allowed to receive this funding.  A maximum of $2,500 will be provided per DOC to cover the cost of its purchase, installation, and sales tax.  
· If more applications are received than available funds, awards will be made on a first come, first served basis until funds are exhausted. If the program is undersubscribed by the closing date, applications from public school districts will continue to be accepted and awarded on a first come, first served basis until the funds are exhausted.

B.   Project Completion Deadlines

All DOC retrofit devices shall be installed no later than May 15, 2006.

C.   Monitoring and Reporting

· School districts receiving funding must notify the funding agency when the retrofit devices are ordered and again when the devices are installed.  

· Following the purchase, U.S. EPA requires that the school district submit progress reports by email every 3 months to AQMD for up to 2 years, identifying the school buses (make, model, year, GVW, odometer, VIN# ) retrofitted with the DOCs, and any issue related to the DOC’s, including but not limited to:
· installation

· performance 
· maintenance

· economics and 

· warranty claims
I.C.
IF YOU NEED HELP

This Program Announcement and Application can be obtained by accessing the AQMD web site at www.aqmd.gov/rfp.  AQMD staff members are available to answer questions during the application acceptance period.  In order to help expedite assistance, please direct your inquiries to the applicable staff person, as follows:

· For General, Administrative, or Technical Assistance, please contact:

Fred Minassian, TAO




Ranji George, TAO

Technology Implementation Manager


Program Supervisor

Phone: 909-396-2641





Phone: 909-396-3255

Fax: 909-396-3252





Fax: 909-396-3252

fminassian@aqmd.gov




rgeorge@aqmd.gov
· For Invoice Questions, please contact:

Ms. Drue Ramirez, TAO

Sr Administrative Secretary
Ph: 909 396 3237

Fax: 909 396 3774

dramirez@aqmd.gov
Appendix A

APPLICATION FOR SCHOOL BUS 

DIESEL OXIDATION CATALYST RETROFIT GRANT

(for public school districts only) 

(1991 to 1993 diesel buses only)

#PA 2006-02
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GRANT APPLICATION FORM FOR THE 

SCHOOL BUS DIESEL OXIDATION CATALYST

RETROFIT PROGRAM

(#PA 2006-02)

Public School District:  ___________________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________

City: ________________ County:________________ State:       CA

Zip Code: _____________

Contact Person: 


Name/Title: 

Phone No.:  __________________
Fax: No.:___________________

Email:          _____________________________________________

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This application must be signed below by an authorized person to be considered for awards to retrofit school buses with diesel oxidation catalyst.

Authorized Person’s Signature:

_______________________________


(School Superintendent)
Authorized Person’s Name & Title:
_______________________________


(Please Print)

Date:





_______________________________

PROPOSED BUSES TO BE RETROFITTED

WITH  DIESEL OXIDATION CATALYST

(ONLY 1991 TO 1993 DIESEL BUSES ARE ELIGIBLE)

	Bus ID 

No.
	VIN No. 


	GVWR
	Cumulative Mileage
	Year Built
	Bus Manufacturer
	Engine Make & Model
	Engine Family
	Fuel 

Type

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Please note any comments, suggestions or feedback you may have

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: image1.emf]
United State Environmental Protection Agency

Washington, DC 20460

Certification Regarding

Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters

The prospective participant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief that it and the principals: 

(a) Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal department or agency; 

(b) Have not within a three year period preceding this proposal been convicted of or had a civil judgement rendered against them or commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction: violation of Federal or State antitrust statute or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property: 

(c) Are not presently indicated for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a government entity (Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (1)(b) of this certification; and 

(d) Have not within a three-year period preceding this application/proposal had one or more public transactions (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default. 

I understand that a false statement on this certification may be grounds for rejection of this proposal or termination of the award. In addition, under 18 USC Sec. 1001, a false statement may result in a fine of up to $10,000 or imprisonment for up to 5 years, or both. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Typed Name & Title of Authorized Representative 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Authorized Representative Date 

(  I am unable to certify to the above statements.  My explanation is attached. 

EPA Form 5700-49 (11-88)
INSTRUCTIONS

Under Executive Order 12549, an individual or organization debarred or excluded from participation in federal assistance or benefit programs may not receive any assistance award under a federal program, or a sub-agreement thereunder for $25,000 or more.

Accordingly, each prospective recipient of an EPA grant, loan, or cooperative agreement and any contract or sub-agreement Participant thereunder must complete the attached certification or provide an explanation why they cannot.  For further details, see 40 CFR 32.510, Participants' responsibilities, in the attached regulation.

Where To Submit:

The prospective EPA grant, loan, or cooperative agreement recipient must return the signed certification or explanation with its application to the appropriate EPA headquarters or regional office, as required in the application instructions.

A prospective prime contractor must submit a completed certification or explanation to the individual or organization awarding the contract.

Each prospective subcontractor must submit a completed certification or explanation to the prime contractor for the project.

How To Obtain Forms:

EPA includes the certification form, instructions, and a copy of its implementing regulation (40 CFR Part 32) in each application kit.  Applicants may reproduce these materials as needed and provide them to their prospective prime contractors, who, in turn, may reproduce and provide them to prospective subcontractors.

Additional copies/assistance may be requested from:


Compliance Branch


Grants Administrative Division (PM-216F) 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


40I M Street, SW


Washington, DC 20460

Telephone: 202/475-8025

SAMPLE 
GRANT AWARD AND AUTHORIZATION FORM

Lower-Emission School Bus
Diesel Oxidation Catalyst Retrofit Program
Your grant application to purchase and install diesel oxidation catalysts ("DOCs") for diesel school buses, a list of which is included as Attachment “A”, was approved for funding by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (“AQMD”) Governing Board.  
	Grant Recipient  (“Grantee”):
	***

	Grant Number
	***

	Total # of School Buses to be retrofitted with DOCs (only 1991 to 1993 buses are eligible)
	***  buses

	Grant awarded per DOC
	Up to $

	Total Grant Available for DOC:
	Up to $***

	 Source of Funds
	EPA 


As a condition of receiving this Grant, Grantee is required to comply with all of the following terms and conditions:

1. All conditions set forth in Attachment B, the Lower-Emission School Bus Retrofit Program Announcement and Application #PA2005-04, which is incorporated as part of this Grant. 

2. Grantees must install DOCs that have been verified by the California Air Resources Board (“CARB”) to achieve at least Level 1 performance (i.e. at least 25 percent control of PM).  All DOCs must be installed by May 15, 2006.  

3. Grantee must use only low sulfur (15 ppm or lower) diesel fuel in all the buses retrofitted with DOC.

4. Documentation for Payment


Grantee shall coordinate with Vendor to provide the AQMD with the following documentation:
a. An invoice with breakdown of costs between parts and labor verifying purchase and installation of DOCs on each school bus listed in Attachment A.  

b. A letter signed by the Grantee’s Director of Transportation, or his/her equivalent, which must contain the following:

i. details of the bus(es) that were retrofitted with DOCs.   To prevent delays in processing the invoices, Grantee must verify that the VIN#s, and other details of the buses listed on the invoice identically match the VIN#s of the buses listed in Attachment A of this grant 
ii. confirmation that the CARB required manufacturer warranties were provided for each DOC installed 
iii. instruction to AQMD to pay the Vendor(s) directly. 
5. To receive payment, all the above documentation must be mailed to Drue Ramirez, TAO Contracts, AQMD, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765 on or before August 25, 2006.  Payments under this Grant shall be made directly to the Vendor of the new DOCs to whom a copy of this Grant must be provided.

6. Reporting 

Grantee must provide feedback by email to AQMD about the performance of these DOCs received through this grant, at an interval of every 3 months for up to 2 years following the installation of the DOC. This reporting must include, but is not limited to, identifying the details of the bus on which the DOCs were installed, odometer mileage of each bus at the time of reporting, and any relevant information on the performance of the DOCs.

The undersigned parties agree to the terms and conditions as set forth in this Grant.  The undersigned parties certify under the penalty of perjury that they are duly authorized to bind the parties to this Grant.

GRANTOR:
GRANTEE:

South Coast Air Quality Management 

Public School District

District

	
	
	



Signature of Authorized Official

Signature of Authorized Official
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