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ECAG Minutes – November 8, 2006
1. Call to Order/Opening Remarks

In the absence of ECAG Chair Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta, Latino Caucus Chairman, Fernando Del Rio, called the meeting to order at 1:19 p.m.
      2.   Approval of the October 11, 2006 Minutes/Review of Action Items
The October 11, 2006 minutes were approved as presented.

ACTION:  Staff to forward the minutes of the October 11, 2006 minutes to the Administrative Committee as an information item for their December 2006 meeting.
3. Caucus and Subcommittee Reports

There were none.

4. Status Update of Energy Issues in Southern California

Moshen Nazemi, Assistant Deputy Executive Officer, Engineering & Compliance, provided updated information regarding proposed siting of power plants in the South Coast region.  Mr. Nazemi began by stating that Southern California is anticipated to have continued shortages of energy supply.  This summer, there were three Stage 1 emergencies and one Stage 2 emergency with projected shortages through the year 2010.  In order to meet these energy needs, the California Energy Commission (CEC) projects that there is need for 2300 megawatts in the basin.  At this point, without additional power, the region will experience rolling blackouts which will require the use of emergency diesel generators and portable generators.
There are several proposed new power plants which will be approximately 500 megawatts each.  Mr. Nazemi informed the members that one megawatt is enough power to supply energy to 750 homes.  The location for the proposed new plants are the Walnut Creek Energy Project – City of Industry; Sun Valley Energy Project – Romoland; AES Highgrove Project – Grand Terrace; Vernon Power Plant – Vernon; Four Peaker Projects within SCAQMD; Victorville Hybrid Power Plant and the Palmdale Power Plant.  

Member Del Rio inquired as to the function of a hybrid power plant and was informed that 50 of the 500 megawatts are generated by solar power which happens to require a sizable amount of land.  Mr. Nazemi noted that most power plants function at 30% capacity most of the time.
Mr. Nazemi mentioned to members that before construction of a power plant is approved, a permit must be obtained from the AQMD due to the requirements of the District’s New Source Review (NSR) rule.  The NSR Program covers two areas; Criteria Pollutants and Toxics.  This is where the AQMD Governing Board requests in depth analysis to develop criteria for plants proposed in heavily populated areas.  As demand for energy increases, there will be an even greater emphasis on cleaner technologies.  

Member Del Rio posed a question regarding funding for these projects.  Mr. Nazemi stated there is initial funding.  Member Del Rio also inquired if these projects would be online in 2007 to assist with the energy crunch.   Mr. Nazemi mentioned that the four smaller peaker projects are scheduled to be online in the summer of 2007.  The larger sites are scheduled for 2008 or 2009.  
5. Presentation on Community Notification Procedures for Flare Events

Edwin Pupka, Sr. Enforcement Manager, informed ECAG members that in February 1998, the Governing Board adopted Rule 1118 which regulates Emissions from Refinery Flares.  The purpose of this rule is to require facilities to monitor, maintain records and report data to the AQMD for the determination of future needs for emission reductions.  In November 2005, Rule 1118 was amended to further reduce emissions and also to develop notification procedures to the communities which would best serve the public regarding flaring events.  Mr. Pupka noted that flares are used as a disposal device to burn off any combustible gases in the case of an emergency or start ups and shut downs.  As part of this effort, a 36-member working group was established composed of community leaders, City, County and Fire staff, AQMD representatives and private industry members.  Several meetings have been held, dealing with measures such as current notification procedures and the possibilities of developing better processes and sources depending upon risks to the public.

Mr. Pupka noted that staff were working to finalize development of a website where facilities would notify the AQMD of planned and unplanned flare events, report related quarterly emissions data and provide general information to the public regarding facility contact information.  Further, for AQMD staff and list service subscribers, an email notification of those planned and unplanned flaring events would also be made available.  With this in mind, planned flaring events must be reported to the AQMD 24 hours in advance or for unplanned flaring, one hour immediately after.

Member Del Rio posed the question regarding how these notifications took place prior to the current processes.  Mr. Pupka noted that presently all of the potentially impacted south bay cities and their corresponding local jurisdictions have various community alert notification systems in place.  The AQMD is working to bring about consistency in the community alert notification criteria, process and protocol for flaring events. 

The most recent amendment not only stresses the importance of notification but that flaring events are to be limited for specific reasons and purposes, not convenience for excess build-up in the facilities.  This has resulted in fewer flaring events and associated emissions.

     6.    2007 Meeting Calendar

Lourdes Cordova Martinez, Community Relations Manager, referenced the 
proposed ECAG meeting calendar for 2007, which would keep the current meeting dates as the second Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m.  Ms. Cordova Martinez reminded members that, as usual, there would be no meeting scheduled for the month of August.  The 2007 meeting calendar was approved as presented.

      7.   Discussion on Energy Issues
Ms. Cordova Martinez reminded members of the presentation given by 
Mr. Nazemi regarding the proposed siting of power plants.  Member Tom Chang, expressed interest in a proposed lawsuit against the City of Industry and their proposed power plant construction.  Ms. Cordova Martinez referred Mr. Chang to the CEC and indicated that appropriate contact numbers would be provided.

8. Review last Governing Board Meeting and Discussion on Upcoming 

Governing Board Agenda Items
Ms. Cordova Martinez mentioned that the November Board meeting was a mobile Board Meeting held in Long Beach.  The evening prior to the Board Meeting, a Town Hall meeting was held in the Long Beach City Council, and chaired by Board Member Tonia Reyes Uranga.  Both meetings were well attended and successful.  The main topic of discussion was the draft 2007 Draft Air Quality Management Plan.  The December meeting will highlight the presentation on Flare Notification and funding for indoor air purifiers for classrooms. 

      9.   Other Business
Member Pat Byrd inquired about the flag program for schools.  Ms. Cordova

Martinez informed members that as part of the BP Settlement, there was a proposal selected to fund a Flag Day program for select schools. As part of this pilot program, 50 schools are being selected to display local air quality status through color-coded flags.  The program will include administrator training and materials for both classrooms and parents.  There has been heightened interest in air pollution recently, especially with the smoke and ash from area wildfires.

Ms. Cordova Martinez announced to members that Ethics Training is now available online, but must be completed before January 1, 2007.  Training may be accessed via the Fair Political Justice website – www.fppc.ca.gov.  A proof of compliance certificate is issued upon completion, which must then be faxed to the AQMD.
      10. Public Comment

No public comment.
      11. Adjournment
 There being no further comments, the meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
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