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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2007

Notice having been duly given, the meeting of the South Coast Air Quality Management District Board was held at District Headquarters, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, California. Members present:

William A. Burke, Ed.D., Chairman

Speaker of the Assembly Appointee

Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich (left at 10:05 a.m.)
County of Los Angeles
Supervisor Bill Campbell 
County of Orange
Ms. Jane W. Carney

Senate Rules Committee Appointee
Dr. Joseph K. Lyou

Governor’s Appointee

Supervisor Gary Ovitt

County of San Bernardino

Councilwoman Jan Perry (left at approximately 10:15 a.m.)
Cities of Los Angeles County – Western Region
Mayor Miguel A. Pulido 
Cities of Orange County
Councilwoman Tonia Reyes Uranga

Cities of Los Angeles County – Eastern Region

Mayor Dennis R. Yates

Cities of San Bernardino County

Members Absent:

Supervisor S. Roy Wilson, Ed.D., Vice Chairman

County of Riverside
Mayor Ronald O. Loveridge

Cities of Riverside County

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Burke called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.
· Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Ms. Carney.                       
· Opening Comments
Dr. Barry R. Wallerstein, Executive Officer.  Announced that the Special Study Session on Climate Change scheduled to follow the regular Board meeting would be rescheduled to a later date due to: (i) a number of Board Members’   scheduling conflicts that have arisen; and (ii) action taken by CARB on several regulations.  Staff would like to further analyze CARB’s actions before presenting the item to the Board.

Mr. Campbell.  Announced his attendance and participation at the electric vehicle conference. He thanked the Board for its willingness and effort to make investments in the plug-in hybrid technology, and complimented staff for the attention they provide to this area of technology.
· Recognize Employees with Twenty-Five and Thirty Years of Service
Chairman Burke thanked the employees for their dedicated service to the AQMD. 
Eudora Tharp, Assistant DEO of Administrative and Human Resources, read the names of the employees as follows:


Twenty-Five years: Joe Cassmassi, Shoreh Cohanim, George Contaoi,                   Steve Grecny, Drue Hargis,
Phill Hubbard, Katsumi Keeler, Michael Shishido, and Cheryl Wade.
 

Thirty years: Martha Argandona, Larry Bowen, Mark Liu, Steve Marinoff, Lillie Pitts, Arun Roychowdhury, Manny Ruivivar, Sally Songco, Richard Trzcinski, and Louis Yuhas.

· Recognize Schools that Took Precautionary Measures During Wildfires

Chairman Burke presented certificates of appreciation to superintendents and representatives from 27 school districts that took exemplary actions                  to protect school children from poor air quality during the recent wildfires:             Sharon Nagle, Superintendent of Central School District in Rancho Cucamonga;               Resé Jacobs, Assistant to Long Beach Unified School District Superintendent Christopher J. Steinhauser; Arnold Giroux, Deputy Director, Los Angeles Unified School District Office of Environmental Health and Safety; David Raley, Director of Transportation for Moreno Valley Unified School District; Glenn Perry, Transportation Manager, Redlands Unified School District; Ronald Peavey, Superintendent of Rim of the World Unified School District in Lake Arrowhead, Frank Monzo, Director of Business Services, Saddleback Unified School District, and Sandra Walker, Risk Management Director for San Bernardino Unified School District. 
Chairman Burke recognized a group of 4th and 5th grade “GATE” students from Cecilia Solorio School in Fontana, along with the school’s GATE Coordinator, Kerry Hackman.  The school became the latest to join AQMD’s air quality flag program, in which students raise color-coded flags to alert the school and the community to the air quality forecast for the day. 

Chairman Burke issued a call to action for all schools in the AQMD’s           four-county jurisdiction to participate in the air quality flag program which will help protect the health of children.  
Dr. Wallerstein announced that Mr. Antonovich was instrumental in the District starting the flag program, and it has turned out to be a huge success.
Mr. Campbell suggested that the staff prepare guidelines for reopening schools which would address ash and particles found in the classrooms after a major fire, and to work with the school districts on how to best prepare themselves.
Mr. Ovitt expressed his appreciation to Superintendent Ron Peavey, Rim of the World School District, for the use of the high school as the staging center during the Slide and Grass Valley fires, and doing everything possible to safeguard the students and their families in San Bernardino County.
Mr. Yates expressed his appreciation to the schools for responding when alerted during a fire storm or high smog day. However, he is concerned that           non-profit youth groups, such as American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO), Pop Warner Football and cheerleaders, are not alerted and continue to practice during the wildfires. 
Dr. Wallerstein indicated that some club soccer leagues canceled games and advised their teams when it was okay to continue their games; however, more needs to be done to ensure that all athletic leagues appropriately respond when high particulate levels are present and ash is falling.

Mr. Ovitt suggested that the District make a phone number available to   the cities so that they can alert the sports teams within their cities in the event there is a question of whether or not a team should be playing.

Chairman Burke suggested that the District have an alert system, such as the reverse 911 calling system, which would automatically call and alert the public.
Dr. Lyou indicated that a relatively inexpensive technology called an RSS feed can be setup on the AQMD’s website and, as staff posts information on the website, automatically alert those who subscribe to the service.

Chairman Burke indicated that in addition to the public subscribing to a service, the AQMD should be proactive and provide the information directly to the groups.  Although cities and counties are better organized to notify groups within their areas, it is part of the AQMD’s mission to service the public.  
Dr. Wallerstein announced that later on in the meeting, staff would make a presentation on the recent wildfires and discuss what the AQMD is going to do to enhance its website and other activities to outreach to the community.

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1.
Minutes of November 2, 2007 Board Meeting
2.
Execute Three Contracts to Cosponsor Emissions Testing of Various Blends of Alternative Fuels

3.
Execute Port LNG Truck Fleet Modernization Contract Under Year 8 Carl Moyer Program


4.
Execute Truck Fleet Modernization Contracts for Carl Moyer Program


5.
Approve Grants for Replacement of Pre-1987 School Buses with New CNG School Buses


6.
Execute Contract to Replace Child Care Center Roof

7.
Execute Sole Source Contract for Municipal Outreach to Implement 2007 SIP Measure on AB 2766 Funding

8.
Amend Contracts to Provide Short- and Long-Term Systems Development, Maintenance and Support Services


9.
Appropriate Funds from General Fund, Undesignated Fund Balance, to Information Management’s FY 2007-08 Budget for Systems Development Work


10.
Authorize Purchase of Desktop Operating System and Office Suite Upgrades

11.
Approve Contract Modifications under MSRC’s FYs 2005-06 and 2006-07 
Work Programs and Issue Solicitations and Award Sole-Source Contracts 
under FY 2007-08 AB 2766 Discretionary Fund Work Program

12.
Adopt Corrected Resolution Regarding Hearing Board Compensation

13.
Establish Lists of Prequalified Vendors to Provide Mailing Services and Fleet Vehicle Mechanical Repair and Service

14.
Public Affairs Report

15.
Hearing Board Report


16.
Civil Filing and Civil Penalties Report

17.
Lead Agency Projects and Environmental Documents Received by AQMD


18.
Rule and Control Measure Forecast

19.
Status Report on Major Projects for Information Management Scheduled to Start During First Six Months of 2007-08

BOARD CALENDAR

21.
Administrative Committee                                               
22.
Investment Oversight Committee                            
23.
Legislative Committee                                                   
24.
Mobile Source Committee                                         
25.
Stationary Source Committee                                         
26.
Technology Committee                                                  
27.
Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee

28.
California Air Resources Board Monthly Report 


Agenda Items 7 and 23 were withheld for discussion. Ms. Carney indicated she would abstain on Item 11 because Recat, Inc. is a source of income.
MR. YATES MOVED APPROVAL OF AGENDA ITEMS                  1 THROUGH 6, 8 THROUGH 19, 21, 22 AND 24 THROUGH 28, AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 07-27, AMENDING THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED NOVEMBER 2, 2007, REGARDING THE AQMD HEARING BOARD, AS RECOMMENDED. 
THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MR. OVITT, AND CARRIED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

AYES:
Antonovich, Burke, Carney [except Item 11], Campbell, Lyou, Ovitt, Perry, Pulido,                     Reyes Uranga, and Yates.
NOES:
None.
ABSTAIN:
Carney [on Item 11 only].
ABSENT:
Loveridge and Wilson.

20.
Items Deferred from Consent Calendar

7. Execute Sole Source Contract for Municipal Outreach to Implement 2007 
SIP Measure on AB 2766 Funding

In response to Mr. Campbell’s concern that the Board be provided with a follow up at the end of contract as to the results of this expenditure,  Dr. Wallerstein confirmed that it would be written into the contract. 

ON MOTION MR. CAMPBELL, SECONDED BY               MR. OVITT, AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED (Absent: Loveridge and Wilson), THE BOARD APPROVED AGENDA ITEM 7, AS RECOMMENDED BY STAFF.


23.
Legislative Committee
Dr. Wallerstein indicated that the Legislative Committee requested that the full Board discuss Mr. Pulido’s suggestion to change South Coast Air Quality Management District to Southern California Air Quality Management District.

Mr. Pulido indicated that as he speaks at various functions and workshops, those in attendance, many from all over the world, believe that the South Coast Air Quality Management District is in the beach area or coastal region, and that there are no real air quality issues or problems. They must be advised that the SCAQMD serves four-counties, inland and coastal, and has ports and highways issues.

Mr. Pulido expressed agreement that the AQMD has the branded name of “South Coast” and people understand what that means and the area’s location. However, as Board Members speak to the public about global warming, educational programs, and reach out to partners across the country and around the world, he believes the name “Southern California” is a stronger brand, true to the agency’s function and identity, and will ultimately allow the Board to serve its mission of cleaning up the air with a name that fits what the AQMD really is.

Ms. Carney indicated that at the Legislative Committee meeting she raised the issue of whether the agency is being “branded” as the South Coast AQMD among the insiders because the public has been hearing about the South Coast AQMD for 30 years and thinks of it as the District. She expressed concern with changing a name that has established a real reputation into something that is indistinguishable from many other things that are called “Southern California”. Therefore, she would not want to change the name without research into the extent to which South Coast AQMD is a brand that is already associated in people’s minds as being an effective, highly credible regulatory agency.
Mr. Yates expressed his concurrence with Ms. Carney’s concerns, and indicated that changing the name would only be trading one moniker for another and would be costly. He further stated that there would be confusion because the District does not cover all of Southern California, and the South Coast Air Quality Management District is known both within California and throughout the United States, and internationally as well.
Dr. Lyou indicated that it may beyond the Board’s realm of authority because the South Coast Air Quality Management District is defined in statute in the Health and Safety Code, and the Board would have to go to the legislature to request a name change. He expressed support for researching how the AQMD is currently branded, whether or not there would be any negative impacts on the perceptions and effectiveness of the District, and the costs to change the name.
Ms. Reyes Uranga indicated that the agency is known as “AQMD” and while “Southern California” provides a focus as to a geographic location and where the AQMD interests lie, it may be even more descriptive to say “South Coast Air Quality Management District”.                She expressed support for staff to bring back to the Legislative Committee within 60 to 120 days information as to the cost and implications involved in changing the name, noting that it may be time for the Board to take a look at who they represent and that the South Coast AQMD is the premier air quality district in the state, with a focus in Southern California.
Mr. Campbell indicated that it would be appropriate to understand the issues that both Ms. Carney and Dr. Lyou raised regarding the existing knowledge of the nomenclature for the District.  It would also be necessary to have the information before the legislature would act, and to have a placeholder bill established so that the Board could move forward if it is their desire.

Mr. Ovitt expressed uncertainty as to whether the name “Southern California” better represents the District; and noted that the people from San Bernardino County love being considered coastal, as it is a good way to sell the area.

Chairman Burke indicated that it has been his experience as he traveled internationally attending air quality meetings that the South Coast name is known around the world.
Mr. Pulido expressed the importance of the AQMD being known within the area and noted that people know the AQMD as South Coast.  However, the name Southern California may over time make the organization stronger and help the AQMD tackle some of the issues and challenges that are only going to become more difficult as we move into the future.

Chairman Burke directed the Executive Officer to obtain an outside contractor to: (i) assess the AQMD’s name recognition/brand; and (ii) assess the AQMD’s identity and inter-relationship potential.

ON MOTION MR. YATES, SECONDED BY                 MR. PULIDO, AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED              (Absent: Antonovich, Loveridge, Perry, and Wilson),  THE BOARD APPROVED AGENDA ITEM 23, APPROVING AQMD’S 2008 LEGISLATIVE GOALS  AND OBJECTIVES, AS RECOMMENDED.

29.
Report on 2007 Southern California Wildfires, Proposed Actions to Enhance Future Response Capabilities, and Issue Sole Source Purchase Orders for Additional Continuous Monitoring Equipment for Fine Particle Matter

Philip Fine, Atmospheric Measurements Manager, Science and Technology Advancement, provided a brief report on staff’s response to the recent wildfires in October, and identified areas to enhance the capabilities for providing information to the public in a more timely and clear manner.
Chairman Burke suggested that an action plan be prepared that would allow Board Members to communicate to the media in their respective geographic area the potential risks in their communities.
(Mr. Antonovich left at 10:05 a.m. during the staff presentation)
Dr. Lyou expressed the need to look into monitoring ultra fine particles on a regular and consistent basis, and has concern that funds from the priority reserve be used specifically in the communities that are near power plants and for mitigation of measurable emission reductions, instead of monitoring.
Ms. Reyes Uranga requested that staff conduct a workshop and provide additional information on real-time monitoring to the West Long Beach community she represents. She expressed agreement with Chairman Burke’s comment regarding addressing the media, and with Dr. Lyou’s comment regarding Rule 1309.1 funds, and suggested that the Board Members be provided with emergency alert talking points.
In response to questions and concerns raised by Board Members,                  Dr. Wallerstein, Dr. Fine, and Mr. Sam Atwood, Media Manager, provided the following clarifications.


· Four of the real-time monitoring sensors will be on all the time and used for normal monitoring network at fixed sites to help the overall monitoring within the region.
· When the monitoring equipment is not being used for fires, it will be used to advise communities about how a power plant or ports may be affecting the community.
· The PM2.5 levels will lower after two or three days following a fire, and wind conditions have a significant impact because it can blow the particles off the coast and as the conditions subside, then particles are blown back on the coast.
· The media response during the wildfires was done by AQMD’s internal staff who worked closely with the internal meteorology planning staff and Executive Officer.
Dr. Wallerstein confirmed that staff would look into developing a guidance brochure for schools on how to clean up after a fire, and suggested that staff develop a plan for emergency situations that would include Board Member involvement by geographic region and bring the plan to the Administrative Committee in February 2008. He further stated that it would be an enhanced communication plan for wildfires and other emergencies and would incorporate suggestions made by the Board Members as well as conduct research on the cost for different communication options.
(Ms. Perry left at approximately 10:15 a.m.)
DR. LYOU MOVED THAT THE BOARD:
1) TRANSFER $75,000 FROM THE UNDESIGNATED FUND BALANCE TO THE PROFESSIONAL AND SPECIAL SERVICES ACCOUNT IN THE INFORMATION MANAGEMENT FY 2007-08 BUDGET FOR WILDFIRE EVENT ENHANCEMENTS TO THE AQMD AIR QUALITY WEBSITE AND INTERACTIVE VOICE RESPONSE SYSTEM; 
2) TRANSFER $150,000 FROM EXISTING FUNDS IN THE RULE 1309.1 PRIORITY RESERVE FUND UNDESIGNATED FUND BALANCE TO THE CAPITAL OUTLAY ACCOUNT IN THE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ADVANCEMENT FY 2007-08 BUDGET FOR ADDITIONAL, REAL-TIME PARTICULATE MONITORS TO ADDRESS WILDFIRE EVENTS; 
3) ADD AN AIR QUALITY INSTRUMENT SPECIALIST II POSITION IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ADVANCEMENT; AND
4) AUTHORIZE THE PROCUREMENT MANAGER TO:
a. EXECUTE A SOLE-SOURCE PURCHASE ORDER WITH MARTIN CONTAINER, INC. IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $18,000 FOR THE PURCHASE OF ONE STATION SHELTER, INCLUDING TAX AND SHIPPING, FOR A NEW AIR MONITORING STATION IN THE TEMECULA AREA; AND 
b. EXECUTE A SOLE-SOURCE PURCHASE ORDER WITH MET ONE INSTRUMENTS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $132,000 FOR FOUR FIXED AND FOUR PORTABLE BETA ATTENUATION CONTINUOUS PM2.5 MONITORS.
THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MS. REYES URANGA, AND CARRIED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT (Absent: Antonovich, Loveridge, Perry, and Wilson).

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 


There was no public comment on non-agenda items.
BOARD MEMBER TRAVEL

Board member travel reports have been filed with the Clerk of the Boards, and copies are available upon request.
CLOSED SESSION
The Board recessed to closed session at 10:30 a.m. pursuant to Government Code sections:

· 54956.9(a) to confer with its counsel regarding pending litigation                which has been initiated formally and to which the District is a party.            The actions are: Association of American Railroads, et al. v. SCAQMD,          et al., U.S. District Court Case No. CV06-1416 JFW (PLAx) and United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit Docket No. 07-55804; and Engine Manufacturers Association, et al. v. SCAQMD, et al., United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit Case No. 05-56654.
· 54956.9(c) to consider initiation of litigation (one case).

Following closed session, District Counsel Kurt Wiese announced that a report of reportable actions taken in closed session would be filed with the Clerk of the Boards and made available to the public upon request.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, District Counsel Kurt Wiese adjourned the meeting at 10:55 a.m.

The foregoing is a true statement of the proceedings held by the South Coast Air Quality Management District Board on December 7, 2007.
Respectfully Submitted,
ROSE JUAREZ

Senior Deputy Clerk
Date Minutes Approved: _________________________
_____________________________________________

     Dr. William A. Burke, Chairman
ACRONYMS
CARB = California Air Resources Board

CNG = Compressed Natural Gas

FY = Fiscal Year

LNG = Liquefied Natural Gas

MSRC = Mobile Source (Air Pollution Reduction) Review Committee

PM2.5 = Particulate Matter < 2.5 microns

SIP = State Implementation Plan

