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South Coast Air Quality Management District
Cleaning the air that we breathe...





HEARING BOARD MEDICAL MEMBER NEEDED

Immediate Need for Medical Doctor to Fill Current Vacancy on AQMD Hearing Board
ABOUT THIS OPPORTUNITY

South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD), is one of the largest and most technologically sophisticated environmental regulatory agencies in the nation.  Headquartered in Diamond Bar, California, our highly diverse staff of over 800 engineering, scientific, and technical employees works to ensure clean air and a healthful environment for the four-county region that we serve.

As part of our business, we inspect and regulate facilities and operations to determine compliance with AQMD rules and regulations, federal law and State statutes.  Industry types regulated include large power plants and refineries, all sizes of industrial and manufacturing operations, retail gasoline service stations, landfills and waste site excavations, and demolition and land clearing for construction of homes or buildings.

To ensure fairness in our regulatory actions, a separate, quasi-judicial Hearing Board was chartered under Division 26 of the California Health and Safety Code to provide an appellate process for companies and public agencies that are subject to AQMD rules and regulations.  The Hearing Board has authority to grant variances to AQMD rules, revoke and suspend AQMD operating permits, and issue Orders of Abatement.  As State law requires, Hearing Board members are appointed by, but act independently of, AQMD’s Governing Board.

HEARING BOARD RESPONSIBILITIES

After hearing all sides of a case in which individuals or companies come into conflict with AQMD rules and regulations, the Hearing Board weighs the evidence and reaches a decision.  The Hearing Board is authorized to hear:

· Petitions by companies for variances

· Petitions for abatement orders

(An abatement order requires a company operating out of compliance to take specific actions or to shut down its operation, a severe remedy normally reserved for serious violators)

· Appeals by companies from the granting of permits, permit conditions, permit denials and suspensions, denials of emission reduction credits and denials of pollution control plans

· Appeals by third parties

The Hearing Board is not authorized to modify AQMD rules; exempt a business from complying with a rule; grant a variance from a violation of the public nuisance law, such as one that creates an odor problem or threatens public health or property; or review a violation notice in any way.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF HEARING BOARD APPOINTMENTS

The term of appointment to the Hearing Board is three years.  A Medical Member is needed immediately to fill a vacancy on the Hearing Board with an existing term ending on June 30, 2010.  The Hearing Board meets three days a week, Tuesday through Thursday, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  In addition, with reasonable notice, Members must be available on occasional evenings and weekends, in order to schedule days and times that are more convenient for public participation on issues of strong community interest.  Alternate Members serve in lieu of regular Members, in their absence, on an as-needed, per diem basis.
COMPENSATION

Members of the AQMD Hearing Board are compensated at a rate of $5,411.51 per month and the Member-elected Chair of the Board is compensated at the rate of $7,035.85 per month, for attending and preparing for Hearing Board meetings and participating in conferences on behalf of the Hearing Board.  However, for each day absent, monthly compensation shall be reduced by $422.11.
When presiding for the day over the daily calendar in the absence of the Chair, the Member-elected Vice Chair of the Hearing Board shall be compensated an additional $100 per day and the absent Chair’s daily pay shall be reduced by $100.

In addition, each Member or Alternate Member shall receive reimbursement for travel, meals, and lodging as prescribed by AQMD’s Administrative Code when performing his/her official functions or attending approved conferences, in an amount not to exceed $8,000 per year.  No other compensation or benefits are provided.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION FOR REGULAR AND ALTERNATE MEMBERS

Newly appointed regular Members or Alternate Members having no prior experience on AQMD’s Hearing Board are expected to participate in an orientation period not to exceed 15 days or until the Alternate sits in the place of a regular Member, whichever occurs first, at a compensation of $150 per day for actual days spent.  This orientation is to develop familiarity with AQMD Hearing Board methods and procedures.
QUALIFICATIONS SOUGHT

MEDICAL MEMBER:  Must be a licensed physician with two or more years of practical experience, preferably in the fields of epidemiology, physiology, toxicology, or related fields.

APPLICATION AND SELECTION PROCESS

Interested candidates should submit a resume and cover letter detailing the relevancy of their experience to the work of the SCAQMD Hearing Board to the Clerk of the Boards, AQMD, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765.
DEADLINE:  This recruitment is scheduled to close at 5:00 p.m., on February 6, 2009; but may remain open beyond that date, if necessary, until a sufficient number of qualified candidates have applied.  In order to meet the deadline, resumes and cover letters may be submitted by email to clerkofboard@aqmd.gov or FAX to: (909) 396-3317, so long as a hard copy of these materials, including an original signature on the cover letter, is also mailed to the Clerk of the Boards.

Candidates invited for an interview may be required to submit the names of individuals who could provide professional references.  A recommendation for appointment will be submitted to the Governing Board.
Questions?  Please email the Clerk of the Boards at clerkofboard@aqmd.gov

For additional information, go to www.aqmd.gov and click into

“Inside AQMD,” and then, “Hearing Board”
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