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CAP History & Background

• The purpose of CAP is to provide consumers options for 
complying with the Smog Check Program

• CAP provides financial assistance to qualified consumers

• Assembly Bill 57 (Escutia, 1997) required BAR to 
implement a program to provide financial assistance to 
qualified low-income motorists that fail a Smog Check, 
and established the funding mechanism for the program



CAP History & Background
(Cont)

• In 1998, CAP repairs and retires its first vehicles

• November 2008 - all BAR field offices are processing CAP 
applications received from consumers (avg wait time 30 min)

– As of January 1, 2009, over 5,000 applications have been accepted at 
BAR offices

• Over 210,000 vehicles repaired, and over 61,000 vehicles 
retired since program inception



Components of CAP

CAP offers consumers two options:

1. Repair Assistance: up to $500 towards emissions 
- related repairs

a. Income eligible (225% - $20 Co-pay)
b. Directed vehicles (DMV Renewal Notice - $100 Co-pay)

2. Vehicle Retirement: $1,000 to retire vehicle



Repair Assistance
(Cont)

Repairs must be performed by a Gold Shield station 
under contract with BAR/CAP

Approximately 600 Gold Shield stations statewide



Repair Assistance
Eligibility Requirements

• Applicant must be the registered owner of the vehicle

• All appropriate DMV registration fees for the vehicle must have been 
paid

• The vehicle must have failed a biennial (every other year) Smog Check
(aborted, manual mode, and training mode test do not qualify)

• The vehicle must not have a “tampered” emissions-control system

• The vehicle must not be in the process of being sold or being initially 
registered in California

• The vehicle must not be registered to a business, fleet, or non-profit 
organization



Repair Assistance Process
Overview

Approved applicants receive “Letter of 
Eligibility” (LOE) and a list of the CAP 

contracted Gold Shield stations

Consumer selects Gold Shield station, 
arrives at station and authorizes 
baseline test and CAP diagnosis

Consumer submits application

With customer authorization,
 station completes necessary repairs

With customer authorization station 
performs diagnosis

Station proceeds accordingly

Station faxes completed
“Repair Notification” to CAP

Vehicle fails test

Station performs baseline test 

Vehicle passes test 
well below cut  points

Vehicle passes at 
or near cut points

Station performs 
certification mode test

Station submits a bill to 
CAP for reimbursement

Smog Check 
certificate issued



Vehicle Retirement

July 1, 2000 – Incentive for Vehicle Retirement 
increased from $450 to $1,000

Vehicles are retired through licensed dismantlers 
under contract with BAR/CAP

28  dismantler locations statewide



Vehicle Retirement 
General Requirements

Vehicle failed a biennial Smog Check inspection 

Applicant is the registered owner and all appropriate registration fees are paid
for the vehicle with the DMV

Must be a light duty vehicle (less than 8500 lbs)

Vehicle is not registered to a business, fleet, or non-profit organization

Continuously registered as operable in California for two years preceding the
current registration expiration date

Apply no later than 180 days after registration expiration date

Must pass a visual and operational inspection



Vehicle Retirement Process
Overview

Approved applicants receive “Letter of Eligibility” (LOE) 
and a list of the CAP contracted auto dismantlers

Consumer submits application

Dismantler accepts vehicle and provides payment to consumer, 
vehicle is subsequently crushed

Consumer selects dismantler, 
then takes vehicle to dismantler for retirement

Consumer obtains a Revivable Junk Receipt from the DMV

Vehicle must pass a visual and operational inspection

Dismantler submits bill to
CAP for reimbursement



$30 million

21,909

FY 07/08

9,781 *16,900Vehicles retired

$41 million$21 millionBudget

FY 08/09FY 06/07Vehicles Retirement

CAP Statistics

$17 million

44,154

FY 07/08 FY 08/09FY 06/07Repair Assistance

$17 million$17 millionBudget
21,999 *32,993Vehicles repaired

* As of February 8, 2009


